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F OR theo days Mrs. Abinten ſent con- 
ſtantly to enquire after me, but the lovely Har- 
riet was not in all that time near the park. 
The concern I felt for her indifference was ſo 
_ exquiſite, that, joined to the diſorder of my 
| body, threw me into a violent fever, i in which 
I continued delirious for a fortnight, my aunts 
and phyſicians not expecting my life; when a 
ſudden and unexpected turn in my conſtitution 
3 5 inſpired 
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. inſpired the whole family with hopes of my re- 
covery. The firſt uſe. I made of my regained 
reaſon was to enquire after Miſs Abinton: 1 
eagerly ſeized the hand of my aunt Sukey, who. 
ſat at the head of my bed, and begged her 
inform me how ſhe did. Compoſe yourſelfy 
Sir. James, and I will inform you. She is at 
preſent very well, but has been ill with a cold 
during your fever.” Has ſhe ſeemed deſi- 
rous of my life, tell me, my dear madam ? has 
ſhe appeared uneaſy at my ſituation? © You 
muſt not talk ſo much, Sir James, you will 
again bring on ME SAI I do affure you miſs 
Abinton has been defirous of your life ; ſhe has 


often ſeen you in your delirium, and always 


ſhed tears. Her prayers - were offered to hea= 


ven for your reſtoration to health. „They have 
prevailed, and 1 am again permitted to live: 
the whole ſtudy of my life ſhall be to make her 
amends for thoſe precious tears, and my — 
titude ſhall be as boundleſs as, my love, Rut 
may 1 not ſee her, ata?” indeed 1 4 m 46 
well as ever I was; it would compleat . 

| covery to behold my adored Harriet. te 

Sir James, I cannot conſent to any thing ſo 
imprudent; when vou have recovered your 
ſtrength, perhaps we may bring Miſs Abinton 


to ſee you; but not unleſs you \promiſe to 


do all you can for yourſelf, and __ | 
ſubmit to what is ought * for My 


* 
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My other aunts came in, and expreſſed. che 
5 greateſt pleaſure. to ſee me ſo much better. 1 
would hardly attend to their congratulations, 
but begged them to ſuffer Miſs Abinton to ſes 
,  * Conſent, dear ladies, to my felicity ; I 
KW gained- my. aunt Sukey's approba- | 
tion. &:Nephew, (anſwered the eldeſt lady) 
you are ſenſible I would do all in my power to 
make you happy, but it would be the height 
of .imprudence to hazard your health by an 
interview ſo intereſting: I am ſorry my ſiſter 
has promiſed a thing I. cannot ratify, but her 
good- nature led her into it.. Good- nature, ; 
indeed! (repeated miſs Betty) ſay rather her 
folly. Would any body but an ideot have pro- 
miſed ſuch a thing to a man who has but juſt 
recovered- his ſenſes? As to Sir James, he 
would not care what became of him, ſo as he | 


Vale but gratify, his prevailin inclinations; 
beſides, the ſight of him in this condition, 
would near kill miſs Abinton; we have had 
enough of that already; he mall not ſee. her by 
my conſent, at leaſt this month: here is ado, 
indeed, with obſtreperous paſſions; you muſt 
conſent to be governed, nephew, or we will 
force ou.“ 1 called her cruel, woman, and 
the other ladies ſeverely rebuked her for her ill- 
. natured ſpeech... The eldeſt addreſſed me in-the 
mildeſt accents: „Be comforted, my dear Sir 
James; 1 alſure You, upon my honour, Miſs 
rel. A4 Abinton 


V's 


: 
. 
| 
| 
| 


tirely depends on yourſelf, you muſt endeavo 3 
to get well as ſoon as you can, and not agitat#* 
your mind by diſagreeable meditations.” As 


* 
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Abinion fiat? come te the park as low dw pinks 


dene will altow of it; the fweet humane girl 


has been deeply affected with your illneſs, and 
will rejoice to attend you; but as this viſit en- 


the ſight of my love was not to be procured by 
any thing but a ſubmiſſion to her willy I pro- 


miſed to obey her. She and Miſs Betty quitted 


the room, leaving ſtrict orders that 1 ſhould be 


kept quiet. It was ſo; but I in vain ſtrove to 


calm my mind; hope and fear took alternate 
poſſeſſion of me, and I could not compoſe n 
thoughts: you ean better imagine-than I de- 


| ſcribe what I felt; my ſtate of ſuſpenſe was 


terrible; ſometimes I imagined I was beloved 
by Mifs Abinton, at others I found means of 
dafhing all my hopes, and was convinced the 


| | regarded ins e eee No 
Two whole days longer paſſed, without my fe 


being able to obtain the with of my heart. My 
aunts and the phyſician continually oppoſing 

my inclinations : the third diy, both the doc- 
tor and Mr. Fracture declared their patient 
might be indulged in ſeeing tlie lady he ſo anxi- 
ouſly deſired, as no ill effects was to be appre- 


hended from it. Miſs Betty, who was abſent. 


when this decree was pronounced, did not en- 


ter the room till alter the doctor had left it: 


however, 


3 
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however, unfortunately for Mr. Fracture, ſhe 
came before he was gone. As I am better able 
to defcribe the ſcene that enſued, than at the 
time it paſſed I was of enjoying it, J will exhi- 

dit it for your entertainment. My other aunts: 
Had left the chamber with the doctor, fo that 
the Whole audience was myſelf; who attended 
in ſilence to the following dialogue. Your 
moſt obedient, Miſs Thompſon”: I hope, ma- 
dam, I fee you well?“ „ Why, fo, fo, Mr. 
Fracture: I have had a diſagreeable pain in my 
foot all night: I do not think that chilblain 
was properly cured; rather too haſtily healed: 
T am greatly afpreiviiive: a mortification may 
be the confequence ſome day or other. My 
fiſters only laugh at my fears; but T have known 
less things than this end very ſeriouſly: one 
cannot be too cautious, Mr. Fracture. As P 
Have fome knowledge of phyſie, as well as ſur- 
gery, I am always for taking things in time - 
« You are" certainly right; madam ; replied 
me ſon of the licing-art, noching as you 
\ obſerve, like taking things in time: many a 
leg and arm have been ſaved amputation, from 
proper management at firſt. If you will give 
me leave, I will attend you to- morrow, and 
bring with me ethings proper ta diſcover the ſi - 
tuation of your foot. I ſhall: be glad to 
ſee you, fir, for that” purpoſe,” anſwered the 
. &« but hom * find my —_ 


EI. 
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day poo „Why, greatly, mended, madam :---+ 
I cannot avoid ſaying, Sir James has been re- 
ahh covered to a miracle. I never was witneſs to a 
more terrible contuſion in the head: than his; 
but that ſalve of 1 mine is a moſt admirable re- 
ceipt: he would never have been cured, but 
for that ſalve. Then, as to his arm, nothing 
| © could have been in a worſe ſtate; unleſs it had 
been broke: indeed, it was as near broke asany 
thing poflibly could, be, and not abſolutely 
1 done.  Altho? I have done wonderful cures in 
| muy time, I never was ſo much ſurprized as at 
1 this, I believe the gentlemen at Surgeons-ball 
would allow this was a moſt amazing exertion 
of kill.” „ agree with you, fir; and tho? 
# doctor Worthy would not allow it to be ſo 
bad, I knew very well he was in a very danger 
ous way. My ſiſters, who have an entire re- 
Lance on the doctor, coincided in his opinion; 
and proteſted they feared no ill effects from the 
accident, but the fever which it had occaſioned. 
| But as I told them-this manner of arguing Was: 
ſooliſh, and proved their ignorance; that any, 
| perſon might fee with half an eye, Sir James 
|. was in imminent danger from the cut in his head, 
independent of his fever, Lou are.a:lady” - 
of infinite judgment, upon my word, Miſs: 
Thompſon: | no; gentleman of the faculty could 
have argued better: Vour ſiſters; madam, are 
* . of your ras in phyſical. 
Mat» 
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1 matters, therefore: E opi- 
nions: but for doctor Worthy: to expoſe; hims - 
ſelf in ſuch a-manner, is amazing Lou muſt 
know, madam, for all the doctor has got into 
| great: buſineſs, he has no vaſt knowledge f 
phyſic: the college held his abilities in ratijerr 
a; contemptuous light; but great intereſt is 
every thing now-a · days, Miſs Thompſon ;-only, 
a few are capable of diſtinguiſhing real merit... 
Tis not aways the moſt learned, or able men 
that ſucceed in our way of life; as we ſee in 
the doctor's: caſe. But, dear madam, I beg this. 
may go no farther, on any account: I am un- 
der ſome obligations to doctor Worthy, that L 
would not have him know I ſpoke diſreſpect- 
fully of him for the world. To yqu I did not 
ſeruple to declare my ſentiments; though to no 

other perſon I would venture to doit. . Lam 

greatly obliged to y0⁰, Mr. FiaRture,” an- 

ſwered the lady, you may depend on my ſe- 
crecy. I did not know before the doctor was 
in general regarded as ignorant in bis profeſ- 
ſion ; yet I have often thought his knowledge 
was not very extenſive, as he has more than 
once contradicted my opinions in caſes as. clear 
as the day; for: which; reaſon I have diſliked! 
him ever ſince.” .+« The ſtrongeſt confirmation 
| af his want of knowledge in nature, anadam- 
for no one who had a grain of judgment. 
would pretendto depreciate youralulitied-in chat $4 
ESKAil W 
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A man would rather rejoice to have his 


Bon head affiſted by one fo capable. I hinted 


Juſt now, madam, I was under ſome little obli- 
gations to the doctor: many people would log 
upon it as nothing; but as I am of a grateful 
diſpoſition, I always acknowledge it. You 
muſt know, about twenty years ago, when the 
doctor was firſt riſing in buſineſs, I took great 
pains to recommend him, and was fortunate 
enough to introduce him to ſeveral families of 
quality; in return for which, he got me made 
ſurgeon to a regiment, where I ſoon obtained 
great reputation; and ſhould have made my for- 
tune, had it not been for a quarrel that hap- 
pened between our adjutant and myſelf. THIs 
fellow had infulted me about ſome eircumſtan- 
ces of my profeſſion; which he pretended to ſay 
J did not underſtand. Fired with the indig- 
nity, I kieked him out of the room, and ſeve 
ral officers, who came to his aſfiſtance, ſhared. 
the adjutant's fate. Fhis ſo incenſed the whole 
regiment againſt me (moſt of whom were ter- 
ribly afraid af my courage) that I was obliged 

to leave my employment, and only practife pri- 
- vately.. Upow my deſerting the regiment, (who 

| I believe more than once regretted my loſs, 


2s a pert, ignorant, pragmatital fellow was ap- 


pointed to ſuocved me,) the doctor took ĩt into 
his head to blame my conduct; this created a 

great coldneſs between us, which- has con- 
* 
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tinued ever fince; and had T not the moſt 
grateful diſpoſition in the world, I ſhould nes 
ver mention this pitiful obligation. Indeed, 
I think ſo,” replied Miſs Betty, «and I do 
aſſure you, Mr. Fracture, was I in your place, 
I ſhould not regard myſelf as under any obliga- 
tions to doctor Worthy : particularly,” as he is 
fo much your inferior in judgment.” c Mifs 
Thompfon, I am your moſt obedient.” Not 
at all, fir: why, the doctor, the other day, 
would have permitted Sir James to ſee a lady 
he deſired, had it not been for me: no man who 
had a grain of knowledge, would have thought 
of ſuch a thing. I was obliged to ſcold him 
heartily, before I could make him lay aſide his 
? purpoſe. » « At that time you was quite right, 

madam; and indeed, I think we are not à little 
obligedd to your care in this illneſs: your good 
fenſe has regulated the over- great ind ulgence of 
the other ladies.“ < Yes, fir; you may be 
obliged to me: but thoſe Who ought to think 
themſelves under obligations, rather regard me 


as impertinent ; but I do not care for that, as 


long as 1 do right,” « T was og ber 
ſerve, Madam: that altho? you acted wiſely, in 
refuſing” the | requeſt of Sir Janes, ſome days 
ago, the caſe is altered now.“ « 1 hope it is: £4 
but as to ſuffering my nephew to follow dis 
head-ftrong auchn I have no notion of 


it. * mall not ſee Miſs Abinton, by my con- 
ths h ſent, 


— . A le .. ˙²˙dÄ 2 2 — « 
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ſent, fi at leaſt a fortnight to come. PP D 0 
don me, madam, cried the trembling ſurgeon, 


N ; : but muſt beg leave to diſſent from you in 


this particular. The wound in the head, as 1 


7 may ſay, is perfectly healed; and as the arm 
is in a very fair way, I do not ſee Why we 
ſhould. make the Baronet uneaſy, by refuſing - 


his requeſt.. „ Vou do not ſee, fir!” re- 


"3 peated the lady, With viſible diſpleaſure but 


if you do not, that is no reaſon, I ſhould give up 
my underſtanding. ” 4 Far be it from me, 


madam, to wiſh you , "ſhould: „% % Very well, 


fir; it ſignifies nothing whether you wiſh it, or 


not; I ſhall ſtill aſſert my opinion, tho it may 
: be in-vonuzadiction. to all the ignorant tribe of 


ſculapius.” « Certainly, Miſs: Thompſon, 


you kings right h do: but I was going ta 


inform, you, as we found Sir James ſo much 
better, both the doctor and I had conſented he 
might ſee the lady.“ „ Oh, you did! why, 


1 thens fir, both you. and 27 doctor are ignora- 


muſes,” «© I — ſor have offended vou, 


41 madam; but if you wal condeſcend to conſi- 


der this matter; tell me not of conſſderation, | 


why, my nephew's death may be the conſe- | 
4 quence of your. folly.” “ Indeed, madam, no 


danger. is ito be app rehended s Grant me 


"00 patience,” red the. lady, in the moſt paſ- | 
| Lonate ee 72 9 8 r in enough tos. 
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ake one mad: did T not tell you, my 1 


| would not ſee che lady ? how could nou be dach ; 
à fool as, to conſent? I could not bely my 


opinion, madam, as I ſhould have incurred tho 


diſpleaſure of Sir James.” So you did not 
value mine. Very well, Mr. Fracture, you 
ſhall receive no more trouble on my account. 


I thought, I might depend on your oppoſing 


him and e but you dread offending 
them, and dare groſsly to inſult my judg. 
ment. Upon my word, madam, I did not 
mean to inſult you; but the belt judgment 
may be ſometimes, in the wrong. And 
have. you the impudence to fay Lam in the 
wrong? Get out of the houſe this minute. I 
am rightly ſerved for taking notice of ſuch a 
poor illiterate, ignorant quack, as you are: 
but, fir, eee ee A ſoon as 
you pleaſe.“ Nr ory | 

I thought it high time to break the 1 L 
had obſerved, as I believe they imagined me (vs | 
ſleep. What's the matter, Mr. Fracture? 


4% I have incurred Miſs Thompſon's diſplea- 


ſure, Sir James, by conſenting you ſhould be 
made happy by a ſight of the young lady you 
are ſo anxious to behold.” < Ah, what, my 
2 aunt Betty ! yo u muſt not mind her, ſir; ſhe 


= W content, but when the W e people P 
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to ſee your eyes torn 06 or face aan. 
the lady is not to be governed in her rage. 
Theſe words deprived her of the power of ar- 


ticulation; but though ſhe could not ſpeak, 
the had not loſt the uſe of her hands, which 


me ſeveral times endeavoured” to employ on the 


face of the alarmed healer of contuſions ; but 
by an exertion of agility, he paſſed haftily by 


her, and ran out of the houſe. Miſs: Betty, 


finding it was impoſſible to overtake him, re- 


tired fullenly to her own chamber, not deign- 
ing to caſt a lock at me. On the appearance 
of the other ladies, F entertained them with 


the ſcene F have juſt related; and eoncluded 


Wich entreating them to fen for my Harriet 


this afternoon, inſtead of to-morrow, as'I was 
well enough to bear the interview ; but I could 


not obtain my requeſt. They told me muſt 


have patience till the time appointed: by the 
doctor came. As Thad experienced oppoſition 


would be vain, I was unwillingly obliged to 
ſubmit. The long expected moment at laſt 


arrived, and I was bleſſed with the fight of the 
lovelicſt woman in the world. _ But : as s the ac a 


rr 


nd x ii 


1 are 


event tl Toke other time. 


/ 


he, 


_- Farewel, Freemer ; be aſſured 1 lp 288 
to hear you are happy. 


| ſeen kim fince he recovered his ſenſes, How I 
tremble for my Harriet's tender heart in this 


- agree with you in ſuppoſing that Sir James muſt 


will endear you to him; and if on the con: 


Vour to make Myrtle-Grove agteeable to 3 3 
and, by every effort in "bs power, ſtrive to 


” *% 
- 
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| Ever your's, 52 
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22565 Brava to a. Anturox. | 


n laſt, my dear 1 giving an ac- | 
count of Sir James Thompſon's accident, and 
your behaviour ſenſibly ſhocked your Adeline. 
You tell me he is better, but you have not yet 


interview! Endeavour, my ſweet friend,” to 
govern your feelings as much as poflible, I 


have difcovered your partiality 10 your beha- 
viour in the but if he loves you, it 


trary, you muſt ſtudioufly avoid his company: 

in the latter cafe, my Harriet, intreat your ET 
mother to ſpare you to me for a little while, 
till Sir James leaves Aſhley-parks I will endea - 


diſſipate your melancholy : Charlotte will en- 
Rren ST gayer moments, and the penſive Sir 
Ed- 
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Edward {ſhare in your ſerious ones. agen | 
my beloved girl, and by UP and abſence, . to- 
tally forget Sir James. 7 
Since I wrote laſt, I have received the box 
1385 Sir Edward; it is very elegant, tranſpa- 
rent pearl ſet round with brilliants; a moſt 
beautiful picture of Lady Wilmot in the lid; 
he tells me it is the ſtrongeſt likeneſs he ever 
faw. I find he has informed the Earl of his 
Jove, and. application tb me. They are entirely 
reconciled, and as firm friends as ever. I can 
not avoid being pleafed with myſelf for having 
; behaved, to both in ſo equal and explicit a man- 
ner, It was this, Sir Edward aſſured me, pre- 
1 Vented perhaps a fatal cataſtrophe... My Lord 
= violent i in his paſſions, and Sir Edward, no 
leſs ſo. Had I not acted as I did, they might 
x | both, ere Now, haye been no more. Oh Hea- 
ens; my dear Harriet, I ſhudder even now at 


. * 1 1 What t might have been the conſequence « of their 


loves. . . 14 8 - 41 BAT LAW. . 
* Yelterday, the family, from the Abbey ſpent 

day with us; we were very. happy. Sir 
1225 Evelin was every thing, attentive, po- 
lite, agreeable: the whole company was de- 

lighted with bim. Charlotte whiſpered- me, if 
he had been twenty years younger, ſhe would 
have left Georg 115 wear the willow, and Sir 

| 1 4 bo e In the after= 
+ "noon, | 


112 
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noon, we-all adjourned. to my little retirement Bs 


in the grove; I e. on the harpſichord. and 


ſung, as Sir Edward had never heard me. He. 
was rapturous in his compliments on my poor 
performance ; and when I had Rniſhed, he took. 
my hand: My beloved Miſs Belville,“ ſaid 
he, ſoftly, . for pity's ſake, ſuppreſs ſome of 
your amiable accompliſhments, or I ſhall. be- 
come again a traitor to friendſhip, and by che 
expreſſion of my feelings, offend the gentle 
Adeline.“ I do not fear you, Sir Edward; 
the heart that knows. its own weakneſs, and XD 
has had. magnanimity to repair its errors, is 
not more liable to fall than one that has. never 
ſwerved from the rules of rectitude. << D 
indulgent girl, 1 replied he. % you. ' bind. 22 
faſter in your chains every hour of my life.. 
We were interrupted by Sir Harry, who told N 
us us he had prepared a little amuſement, if we 
would do him the honour of attending to it. 


He took my hand, leaving my Lord, Sir Ed- 6 


ward, and Colonel (3%: apy take, care of 

the other ladies. We proceeded' towards the 

| upper-end of the grove, where we found ſeveral 

muſicians placed under the trees at proper diſ- 

tances,.who played a variety of the fineſt pieces 

of muſick I ever heard, to the great delight gf 
the whole circle, who all thanked bim for 
entertainment he had afforded them, 1 
0 our little concert we retired to the great ball 

i an 
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and danced *till twelve o'clock. I did not 
know how to proceed in ręſpect to a partner, 
» as both the Fatt and Sir Edward looked as if 
they thought T ſhould dance with them; but 
Mrs. Evelin relieved my dilemma by ſaying 
aloud, “My dear Adeline, you will favour my 
brother with! your Hand.“ Charlotte ſeeing 
me engaged, advanced to Sir Edward, and 
taking Hold of his arm, Come, Wilmot, q 
ſhall dance with you.” Why, you will not 
5 deſert the colonel, Miſs Duncannon? Ves 
bl - Twill, the wretch has affronted me, and I will 
not' ſuffer him to come near me this ſeven 
years.” 4 If IL have been to blame, n my beloved 
Charlotte, impute it to the— a Hold 
your tongue, 1 wilt impute it to nothing but | 
your impudence and ſelf-ſufficiency. Come, 
Sir Edward, if you will not dance with me I 
frat feat miyfelf again. The Colonel came 
to me: Do, my dear madam, endeavour to 
reconcite Charlotte to me; upon my hononr 
ſhe has no reaſon to be offended, as you would 
fay if you knew what Had paſſed.” 41 do 
believe) ou, fir, and will An what T can do 
with this ſtrange girl.“ T ſtrove in vain to 
perſwade her to forghve him. She told me I 
- ſholild' bluſh for having interceded for him, 
when I knew his crime. © This ſilenced me, 
1 and I returned unſucceſsful to the Colonel, 
15 was obliged to be ſatisfied with Mrs. 23 
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rannon, inſtead of her lively daughter. Tho 
our party was not large, we had a very agree- 
able dance, and afterwards an elegant collation 
in the dining room. We did not part till! 
late, and then with 4 promiſe. of meeting ſoon, | 
in order to ſhew'Sir Harry the Temple of Love. 
Charlotte engaged me to ride with her the next 
morning; ſhe was ſo prefling in her ſollicita- 
tions, I could not refuſe her. When chey 
were gone, I took a candle in e to retire 
to my on apartment. Sir Harry enttreated I 
would favaur him with m company ane aua 
ter of an hour longer. As he had been ſoyery 
obliging, I did pot heſitate to comply with his 
requeſt, and immediately fat down again. 
Sir Harry continued ſilent ſome time, and ap- 
peared embarraſſed ; at * . 88 
me thus 
„ The intereſt I we io; every thig that 
concerns my amiable Miſs Belville, , I hope 
will plead my excuſe: for the (queſtions I am 
going toaſk. Believe me, madam, your wel- 
fare is dearer to my heart than any thing elſe 
on earth; the ward of my brother, ſetting your 
-uncommon perfections out of the caſe, would 
be intitled to my regard: how much more then 
muſt you be endeared to me, who are miſtreſs 
of every qualification that can ornament or 
 exalt your ſex!” Finding he pauſed, I an- 
k ſwered "x ich 1 * The N e _ with 
anti bo which 


7 
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” which y you honour me, Sir Harry Evelin; i is not 
only a gratification of my vanity, but (from u 
man of your knowledge of the world) a ſource 


of real ſatisfaction; the brother of my dear 


Mrs. Evelin, to whom I under many obliga- 
tions, may propoſe any queſtions to me, and 
reaſonably expect an explicit anſwer,” ?“ 
© I ceaſed: Sir Harry took my hand and 
bowed on it: Lovely Adeline, (he exclaim'd) 
your good ſenſe is _y equalled' by the great- 


neſs of your beauty.” I withdrew my hand; 


he inſtantly looked grave. Pardon me, ma- 
dam, theſe trifling liberties are involuntary: I 
have obſerved Miſs Belville, (continued he); 
the anxious affection both of Lord Arundel 
and Sir Edward Wilmot; their love and ad 
miration of you are evident; are they not your 


declared lovers?” 1 haye promiſed to an- 


wer you explicitly,” Sir Harry, and therefore 
acknowledge they are.“ Forgive me, ma- 
dam, but I have an intereſt in farther demand- 
ing, are either of them accepted by you?“ 
«© Whatever are your motives for this enquiry, 


ſir, I anſwer they are not,” Again I beg 
you to excuſe me; but is there not a man more 


fortunate than theſe gentlemen, who poſſeſſes 


your heart?” I ſmiled: upon my word, 


Sir Harry, if you were a young man I ſhould 
not be pleaſed with this ſtrict enquiry; but, as 


it is, I aſſure you, upon my honour, therę is 


not. I am at preſent, and-I doubt not tl | 


. 

8 

8 
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Thall be,. indifferent to. the whole ſex: my oby 


jection to the tender paffon ariſe not from . 


girliſh affectation, but from reaſons, Which if | 
declared, I dare ſay you, as well as others, 


would allow were juſt and laudable. It pains 


me, Sir Harry, to have inſpired the gentlemen 
you have juſt named with ſo ſtrong an affec- 
tion; the worth of each is infinite, and F feel 
for them the innocent regard of a ſiſter: be⸗ 
before they knew, me they were happy, poſſeſſed 
of, every thing to render life deſirable; yoùth, 


affluence, joihed to the. moſt exalted friendſhip 


for each other, which Was formed in infancy, 
and each day cemented by the fimilitude of their 
diſpoſitions ; from this pure ſource their chief 
pleaſure ſp prang, together with the ſelf- com- 
placent turn of thought they poſſeſſed, ariſing 
from two of the beſt hearts in the world: thus 
lived Lord Arundel and Sir Edward, till they 
unfortunately ſaw me at Lady Stanley's; ac- 
tuated by the ſame alinge, they both con- 
ceived a violent paſſion for me: the Earl was 
firſt in his declaration; I gave him to under - 
ſtand he had nothing to hope -- Sir Edward 
then applied, and received the ſame refuſal. +1 
found this affair had cauſed a diſtance between 


* — 


them, which with all the A I was miſtreſs 
of I laboured to reconcile : after much trouble, 
I brought it about by the equality of my beha< | 
viour to both, and an abſolute adherence to my 


5 reſolution of Neils for ever a ſtranger to 


love 


* 
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love; which I explained to them with the ut= 
| moſt candour and openneſs. At firſt I feared 
the moſt tragical period to one, or perhaps both z 
but I have now the happineſs of being aſſured 
they are entirely reconciled, convinced their 
_ fituation is hopeleſs with me as lovers. 1 flat- 
ter myſelf they will be centent with my ſincere 
friendſhip, which they really equally poſſeſs.” 
I ceaſed; he ſeemed abſorbed in thought: at 
laſt, recollecting himſelf, he addreſſed me 
thus: „Ten thouſand thanks, my amiable - 
girl, for this unreſeryed explanation; how 
few women are there capable of ſuch an exem- 
plary conduct! but I cannot account for the 
behaviour of theſe gentlemen ; it ſeems incom- 
patible with love: is it poſſible any man who 
truly adores a woman, which I confeſs they 
both appear to do, ſhould ſo far conquer him- 
ſelf as to look upon his rival as a friend? 1 
think, Miſs Belville, had I been either the Earl 
or Sir Edward, I ſhould not have been recon- 
ciled after ſuch a circumſtance,” 1 believe, 
Sir Harry, there are more of your way of 
- thinking ; it is not every mind that is capable 
of friendſhip ; therefore to fome, no doubt, it 
muſt appear in a light highly unnatural.” _ 
„ You have explained my thoughts, madam; 

I do indeed look upon ſuch an exertion of 
friendſhip as unnatural ; for is not love the firſt 


emotion of the foul? dees i not bear down 
4 every | 
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every affection, every feeling? Does it not 
conquer even the moſt virtuous principles of the 
mind? how then is it capable of calmly yield- 
ing to the cold indifference of friendſhip? 


with reſpect to the violence of love, I agree 
with ous Sir Harry; but, as to its conquer» 


ing ſixed and virtuous principles of the 
mind; I abſolutely deny it. The heart that 
really glows with the fervent emotions ,of love, 


| 
is rather confirmed in its good and virtuous oY | 
| 
| 


inclinations; it ſpurs its votaries to every thing 
laudable and great, in order to render themſelves 
more worthy the beloved object. Thoſe, who 
for a mean, ſenſual gratification, would either 
facrifice their principles, forſake their friend, 
or lead their miſtreſs into difficulties and diſ- 
treſs, poſſeſs not the noble affection of love, | 
They act from a ſenſation too deteſtable to 
mention. Theſe refined notions, my dear 
Miſs Belville, might do very well in the pri- 
mitive ages of virtue: but now they are intirely 
out of date. The influence of virtue is now 
over; and men act from the dictates of reaſon, 
and the inſtigations of their paſſions.” 6 If | 
they acted from the dictates of reaſon, I ſhould 
hope, . Sir Harry, we ſhould not ſee. ſo much 
depravity in the world. I fear the paſſions, 
ſolely unchecked either by reli gion or morality, 
are the guide, as well as inſtigators of their fa- Ie 
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vourite putſuits.” “ Vou know, Miſs Bel- 5 
ville, we had once an argument of this ſort 
before; when I was unfortunate enough to 
differ from you. I am convinced the opi- 
nions you aſſert are the ſentiments of your 
heart; to which guilt and deceit are entire 
ſtrangers: you therefore picture to yourſelf the 
reſt of the world, equally amiable: but tho? 
this is certainly a beautiful error, yet, truſt 
me, madam, you will find it one.” Vou are 
miſtaken," fir, if you imagine I draw my con- 
cluſioris' only from what I myſelf feel. Altho' 
my ' reſidence has not been long here, yet I 
have found many characters to confirm my 
opinion of exiſting virtue. I acknowledge with _ 
ſorrow, Sir Harry, the vicious part of mankind 
are far the moſt numerous: but ſtill J am con- 
vinced there are many good people in the world, 
whoſe actions are entirely regulated by recti- 
tude, and the hope of a better ſtate.” Oh, 
my dear Miſs Belville! that con tion will 
ſurely vaniſh men in general; nay,” I may ſay 
all act from the impulſes of their predominate 
| inclinations, be they what they will; and the 
difference we ſee between them, ariſes merely 
from a variety of diſpoſitions. Some have more 
cunning, and gloſs their conduct under the 
ſpecious maſk of integrity, and honour; while 
others openly purſue the ſcheme of life to which 
the bent of their minds lead them, careleſs of 
the 
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the cenſure or approbatjon of the more hypo- 
critical part of the ſpecies. But we have wan- 
dered from the place we ſet out at. I have re- 
ceived the utmoſt ſatisfaction from your can- 
dour and ingenuity, madam; and it matters 
not whether the conduct of the Earl and Sir 
Edward proceeded from nature, or was the ef- 
fect of that romantick virtue they imagine 
they poſſeſs: that they are not beloved by you 
is ſufficient.” As the brother of Mrs. Evelin, | 
Sir Harry, I looked upon you as entitled to 
what I have informed you of; as well as by your 
very great politeneſs this afternoon, and at 
many other times. But it grows very late: I 
muſt beg leave to retire.” One moment 
more, charming Adeline! and you are at li- 
berty to go.“ Mrs. Evelin opened the door, 
and looked amazed tò find her brother and me 
there. © Bleſs me, Sir Harry ! I thought you 
were in bed an hour ago! what, have you and 
Adeline been ſetling the nation? « No in- 
deed, ſiſter; we have been  ſetling ſomething of 
much greater importance. Well, then, it 
muſt be the politicks of the whole world: 3 
No, upon my honour; our ſpeculations were 
confined to a much narrower circumference .” 
ce But I find it is a profound ſecret; fo 1 
will enquire no farther,” ' «© Truly, Mrs. 
Evelin,” interrupted your Adeline, < Sir 
Harry's converſation, and mine is no ſecret ; 
271 B 2 i ; 1 


8 FEMALE STABILITY. 


pleaſe, you mall be informed of it.“ 
bs not ſatisfy her "curioſity, Miſs Belville: 
180 her to exetciſe her imagination.“ It is 
hardly worth wang, ſir, when the matter is fo 
_ eaſily cleared up.“ Well, well; my dear,” 
replied ſhe, < I do not wilh to Know your ſe- 
cret: Itis high time for us t6 retire, 165 we mean 
to have any ſleep this morn ning”. © I will at- 
tend you to your chamber, Mir Bel ville.“ 1 
curtſeyed to Sir Harry, ws wiſhed every good 
angel might guard my fluinbers; and went with 
Mrs. Evelin, who left me at the door of my 
room. I Was amazed to find the light was al- 
ready wide awake ; and ſat myfelf down to con- 
template the beaiaties of opening motning. My 
thoughts ſoon made a que tranfition to the 
 evthits of the preceding day; and the cbnver- 
fation with Sir Harty. I J bikes repented 
my explicitneſs to him, and at others re- 
geardedl it as a matter of tio importance. That 
man has a turn of mind, my dear Hartitt, at 
times really difgultihg ; atid Jet; Witen Ke 
thinks it worth his while, he is the môſt agteea- 
ble and entertaining comparifon in the World: 
5 his politeneſs, and unweatit 6d attention to vblig ge 
your Adeline, engaged my gratitude, and pur 
me_mbfe off my Suafd than I intended ; for I 
ſhou 1d hever chuſe Sir Harry for a 1 118 
but as he can be of no olifchencs it ſignific 
not. During our converſation, he Rt 
me 
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me with a kind of paſſionate fondneſs, which, 
to me, was very diſagreeable. 1 knew his de- 
clared admiration of the ſex, and therefore did 
not ſo much wonder at it. Upon my word, 
theſe men of gallantry allow themſelves ſtrange 
-libexties in looks and expreflions, not very. 
\ pleaſing. I fat ruminating on theſe events till 
the brilliant ſun broke in upon my meditations. 
As I found myſelf very much fatigued, I re- 
tixed to bed for an hour or two: I flept till 


near ten, and aroſe in haſte, as I was informed 


Lord Arundel, and Sir Edward attended me 
below, on horſeback. I hurried on my habit, 
 andflew down to them: afterdrinking a diſh of 
hen vs I mounted. NF. -prefty ſnow-bal}, 
and galloped off for the abbey. I muſt defer 
giving you an account of this day, as my letter 
is. already an immenſe fize : let me hear from 
you as ſoon as poſſible: in return for your com- 
munications, you may be certain of the mi- 
nuteſt cixeumſtance which may attend 1 8 87 
. e e e ie: 
ws ALI BeLWLs. 


P. 8. It a certain difagrecable event ſhould | 
: happen, do nat forget my requeſt to your mo- 
$herz to hem I hg my tende reſt reſpects. | 
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'Yss, my. beloved deli; 1 vill intreat 


my mother to ſpare me to your friendſhip. If 
Sir James is inſenſible, I will fly from this fa- 


tal ſpot where my miſery commenced; and ſeek 


for comfort and conſolation from my amiable 
Miſs Belville. Why was I not born incapable 
of tender emotions f why was I fated to pine 


ib hopeleſs love? I fear, my Adeline, thy poor 
Harriet will be unhappy; yet I have at times 
an idea Sir James loves me, but I have no aſſu- 
rance he does. Oh! what a ſtate is ſuſpenſe ! 
ſaw him during his delirium; but he knew 
not how many tears I ſhed: how hard my 
ſituation! I was forced to conceal the feel- 


ings of my heart from the obſervation of his 
family; Lacted a. part foreign to my nature, 


and appeared only commonly compaſſionate, 


when I was indeed intereſted more tenderly in 


his recovery, than any perſon preſent. My 


dear mama has exerted every effort in her pow- 


er to amuſe my. melancholy hours. I have 


endeavoured to appear compoſed when my heart 
has been a prey to the moſt racking ſenſations, 
that I might'not ſeem. ungrateful to her kind- 


neſs. During the 155 o his illneſs, ſhe in- 


* 
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dulged me in my grief without interruption; 
but when ſhe found it began to make depre- 
dations on my health, ſhe gently remonſtrated 
againſt it, and, by the excellence of her ma- 
nagement, brought me to lay aſide, in ſome 
degree, my exceffive ſorrow. In order to ba- 
:niſh the painful idea of Sir James Thompſon's 
danger, ſhe related all the incidents of her life, 
from the part ſhe left off before, which was at 
her marriage with my father. I will ſend you 
the whole at large, my Adeline, when my heart 
is more at eaſe; I ſhould not do PR to the | 
narration at this time. | 
I T bluſh for my weakneſs, when my mother 
has endured ſo much ; but ſurely I am a com- 
pound of weaker materials than the reſt of my 
ſex. In you I behold great misfortunes, 1 a 
ſuperior mind that ſcorns to yield to them; in 
the ſweet Louiſa, I have ſeen magnanimity ex- 
erted even againſt the dictates of her own 
heart; to love ſo violent, yet ſo ſtrictly prudent: 
her behaviour delights and amazes me; yet, 
alas, I cannot imitate her. Forgive and; pity 
my fooliſh ſtruggles, my amiable Adeline; be 
aſſured I will not act nene the friend of 
your heart. 
J am pleaſed you: Nee Sir Edward's Ha 
gant preſent with your acceptance: the ten- 
derneſs of his diſpoſition endears him to me” 
would I could perſuade my Adeline not to be- 
2611 N B 4 Wah 
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ſo cruel; he will ſurely make you happy. Per- 


Hhaps you may not love him as you did. Mr. 


Grenville, but his fondnefs and valuable qua- 


Alifications would inſure your gratitude, and 


may in time excite tenderer emotion. The 
merit of the earl may be as great, but there is 


a ſweetneſs in the character of Sir Edward more 


ſuited ta my gentle friend. T-camnot help hop- 
ing that time, and the attention of one of 


"theſe gentlemen, may at laſt prevail on you 


to change your determination. But par- 


don me, Adeline, I would not offend you; 


believe me, thy Harriet would do any thing to 


© ſecure thy telicity : and I flatter myſelf either 
Lord Arundel or Sir Edward would make you 


happy. But I have done, my dear girl,; Iwill 
no more plead for them, leſt it ſhould be diſa- 
greeable to you. I cannot expreſs my admi- 
ration of your conduct in regard to them: my 
mother agrees with me, and ſays, no- wvwOoman, 
but Mifs Belville, 'would have e m_— 4 


manner as to preſerve them friends. 


Your converſation with Sir Harry, Likewis: 2 
meets with her higheſt approbation : ſhe ob- 


ſerved your ſentiments were equally judicious. 
on eyery ſubject; and that for a lady ef euer ; 
Age, ſhe believed, there was none like you. 


J am of opinion you will have a trouble- 
ſome friend in Sir Harry Evelin. Lam impa- 
went to Kn]. more of bis behaviour. 1. 


It 


The accounts you give of your little rural 
amuſements, are elegant and delightful. I 
have often thought over Lord Arundel's project 
.of - the | temple, and read with pleaſure your 
charming deſcription of it: will not my dear 
Adeline favour me with more of her poetic pro- 
Auctions? The two ſpecimens yqu gave me, 
were excellent; the ſublimity of the ideas, the 
greatneſs of the thought, and the propriety. of 
the application raiſed a pleaſing ſenſation in my 
heart I am not able to define. Lou, my ſweet 

_ girl, will underſtand what I mean; you; excel 
more than any perſon, I ever met with, in the 
| apathetic. as well as che noble znd exalted flights 
of poetry. 

* am intermoted one of the, Miſs Thomb- 
fons | is below ; my mother ſends for me; IL muſt 
leave you till the. is gone. I am returned, and 

if I have ſpirits, will inform Bau what paſled. 
On my entering the room, Miſs Thompſen 
argſe, and. took my hand: Ho is my dear 
Mis Abinton ! you look pale; I hope you are 
ell. N Harriet, madam,” anſwered my 
Mother bern ais with tbe bendach, 
Mhich daffets her apprarance. 1 bring 
72 meſſage. from Sir James, Miſs Abintan.“ 
The ſudden mention of him inſtantly, cauſed 
ache blogd to, fly to my: face). Miſs Thompſon 
and. my, macher ſmiled,» but tack no other no- 
obo: 1 _—_ ee 5 
L 5 
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He deſired me to intreat you would 'favour- 
him with a viſit this afternoon, as he is well! 


2M 2 to ſee company: I have obtained your 


 . mama's permiſſion, and- hope you will not re- 
fuſe my nephews requeſt” I am happy to 
find Sir James is better, madam ;- and as my 
mama has given her conſent, I will attend Him 
as ſoon as you pleaſe. “Tou are a very 
amiable lady, Miſs Abinton ; but I expectad 
no leſs from your obliging diſpoſition: my ne- 
phew will be infinitely happy in your goodneſs; 
he has talked of nothing but you ever ſince he 
has regained his ſenſes; I do aſſure you we 
have had a hard matter to keep him within. 
bounds ; ; but young men, madam,” conti-- 
- nued ſhe to my- mother, have ſuch” 9555 
ideas, they will not wait a moment for 
thing they deftre; Sir James has uſed every 
method in his power to obtain a ſight of Miſs 
Al onz and, had it not been for my lifter 
Betty, we ſhould not have been able to have 
prevented him long ago: ſhe is rather petulant 
in her temper; and Sir James was not able to 
encounter her as he uſed to do, and, therefore, 
| was obliged to ſubmit. I am very much re- 
joiced he may be indulged, as it really hurt me 
to be obliged to deny him. 1 ſhalFreturn with a 
light heart, and tell him he may expect his fair 
viſitor. She aroſe: e morning, ladies, 
we ſhall ſee yau both early, Away ſhe went. - 
„„ I fat. 
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I fat ſilent, deeply meditating. My mother 
todk my hand ; «© Why are you thus thought- 
ful? Sir Janes wiſhes to ſee you; that does 
not make you uneaſy * „ No, madam ; but 
why does he wiſh to ſee me ? perhaps to tell 
me my behaviour has diſcovered. to him my 
weakneſs. Oh ! my dear mama, how humi-- 


Jo you ſeek to make yourſelf. miſerable ? has 
not the conduct of the Baronet” ſufficiently: 
AL uvinced he is incapable of inſulting any perſon, 

nuch Teſs would he offer. ſuch an inſult as you. 

nagine ? Oh, my dear, do not endeavour to- 
make yourſelf ' unhappy by ideal fears; you 
heard what Miſs Thompſon: ſaid; you may 
Saks expect to meet, at leaſt; delicacy: 
and tenderneſs from him, provided he has diſ- 
covered your attachment: the man muſt be 
very inhuman, indeed, who is capable of treat- 
ing a woman ill who honours him with a ten- 
der regard. Vou need not fear any thing diſ- 


agreeable from this interview; preſerve your 


refolutian and dignity, my dear Harriet, and, 
innocent as thy heart is, you have no reaſon to 


apprehend any thing: Taſſured my mother 1 
Henni follow her — and begged leave to 


retire. She indulgently permitted me, and 1 
ler t the room to inform my beloved Adeline of 


"ok. what had paſſed, Adieu. Let me hear every 
5 | 338 thing, 


\ Hating is that idea!“ „Why, my beloved girl, | 
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thing that relates to you. My mother, unites 
' her love with that of For ever ſinoerely affec- 
tionate 

1  Hanzzer Anion. 


Captain [7 REEMER to or i Jaun. Tuer, 
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* 


not 1 from you; but as your ſilence | 
ceeded from ſo diſagreeable an Achidemt, I cc 


my ſoul, I am much concerned at chis affair; 
and heartily wiſh you may be entirely recovered 


| N this reaches you, from all wounds but 


thoſe of love, which will laſt, I hope, as long 
d you live, I have diſcovered, by your rela- 
tion, a circumſtance that ſeems to have eſcaped 


455 ſighted worſhip; and that is no other 
than Miſs Abinton has nearly as great a regard 


for you, as you have for her. Surely ſhe gave 
proof ſufficient of. a tender attachment, on 
4 your accident. No mortal, but a lover, would 
have been miſtaken, in this caſe : I long for 
* the continued account of your confinement : 
in it. will produce. ſomething favourable, ta. 
your wiſhes. Neglect not to write, I entreat 
y Jeg as e ee ſource of real en- 
Zu 1 ; - ter- f 
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tertainment to me in tbe rural ſcane 1 am 
fixed in at preſent. Sir Richard was eager: ta 
quit London as ſoon as poſſible; but his phyſi- 
cians would not give him leave till laſk week. 
I was, determined to attend him: as Miſs Bel- 
ville was gone to Miyrtle-Grove, and you was | 
abſent, I had no inducement to ſtay in town. _ 
As Sir Richard did not know: my indifference 
on this head, he regarded: it as a great fayour. 
He told me, he could not expect a:young- man = 
to leave the gaiety of Londen, to be ſhut un 
with an old fellow. I aſſured him his company 
was. a real pleaſure ta me:; and if he would give 
me leave to follow my own: inclinations, I would 
attend him in preference. He ſhook me by the 
hand, ſaying, My dear Charles, you are the 
beſt ſon in the world ; and if; yow will. but marry, 
to pleaſe me, I wilt give you: my whole eſtate, 
| and live upon fifty pounds a year.“ Is it not 
amazing, Thompſon, that a man ſo generous, = 
and deſirous of making mæ happy, ſhould. fa 
greatly miſtake the means; My. father has not 
an idea of a man's being miſerable, who. is poſ- 

ſeſled of money. Worth and virtue yield, in his 

opinion, to the ſingle advantage of fortune: and 

pet, he is far from an ignorant, or illiterate 

man: nay, in his youth, was remarked 

| for liberal ſentiments. Born to an af- 
. fluent fortune, he contracted not this way 
of thinking om. a hm tranſition-; 
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- we frequently ſee men, who, in contiyfted cir- 
| cumſtances, are generous, and noble-minded : 

but if exalted by any turn of fortune, become 
avaritious, and ſordid. It is a trite obſerva- 
tion, that people in general fly from one ex- 
treme to another; but it is not verified in 
this caſe: with regied to my father, no ſuch 
reaſon can be aſſigned; he never knew the dif- 
treſs of poverty, nor a want of money, in his 
whole life, and yet he is the verieſt miſer on 


cearth: I tremble every hour, left he ſhould find 


out ſome woman with - not a ſingle qualification 
but a fortune, and propoſe her to me for a wife. 
A refuſal would abſolutely drive him to diſtrac- 
tion; and although he doats upon his ſon, he 
would never forgive my having engaged my 
heart contrary to his inclinations. The beauty 
and accompliſhments of Miſs Somners would 
be no excuſe in his opinion; and my obſtinate 
attachment to her, would Prone in Aer 
OP to diſcard me. 

I have wrote to the beloved of my a 
aid am in expectation of an anſwer daily. She 
is in France. Her father's illneſs has obliged 
them to leave Venice for the mild fir of Mont- 
pelier. I hope that will entirely reſtore Mr. 

Somners's health, as my Louiſa's happineſs is - 

wrapped up in his welfare: if ſhe is deſtined 
to loſe him, I fear her gentle ſpirits will never 

recover ſo terrible a Weck. Tam n happier than 
| I can 


- 
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I can expreſs at her permiſſion to write; by this 

mark of her love, ſhe has removed a load ffom 
my mind, almoſt inſupportable. I am certain 
| where ſhe is, and ſhall be informed from her 
on dear hand, how ſhe bears our ſeparation, 
and all that occurs. This idea enables me to 
ſupport my fate: and I do not ſuffer my mind 
to dwell on diſagreeable circumſtances, nor en- 
denrpur to anticipate diſtant evilss. 

The departure of the fair Adeline, has caſt 
oy [x ooh upon the town: I find her abſence 
145 lamented by all the pretty fellow s. 
Lord Arundel called on me ſome time ago, and 
informed me he was going to Belmont-Abbey, 
when he hoped, by his love and affiduity, 'to- 
make an impreſſion on the heart of Miſs Bel-- 
ville, which he has hitherto found impoſſible. . 
- Fam ſorry for him; I never ſaw a man more 
ure in love than he is. Surely,” the beau 
- teous Adeline will not always remain inflexi-- 
ble. The Earl has qualifications that would 
recommend him to moſt ladies. But Miſs: 
Belville e a "oy me of Prog _ 


ee 
Abies, Thompſon 7 believe me moſt fneerel 7 
4 þ nee Fett 
WT 2] | . Y | CnanLes Faruk. 
W als 
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a» 


was 


Sr Hauax Even 10 quis liourgou. 


Myrtle-Grove, 


A T haft, 8 1 belieye the. heart of 
Adeline begins to ſurrender : I. find there is 
nothing like ſapping a foundation. She would 
have withſtood. a ſtorm, but ſhe is not guarded 
| againſt a regular ſiege. I have endeaygured; to 
gain her gratitude, and under that maſſæ, her 
os I contrived ia little. amuſement for her 


ac Earl of Arundel and Sir Kdirard Wilwots bath 
her declared lovers, and both regretted by her, 
as the innocent Adeline herſelf informedape. 
O how; I triumphed! What. can poſſeſs this 
lietle girl to refuſe ſuch offers? The Earl, is 
allowed, to be the handſomeſt man about town, 
and Sir Edward the maſt elegant; they haye a 
pegſect attachment to Miſs Behville, and ud 
willingly ſettle their zvhale fortune on her, if 
Ahe would give, her hand to either. The fair 
Adeline repines at her beauty, and laments its 
power; ſhe wiſhes to be free from all. ſulieita⸗ 
tions of loye, and is determined ito, give a ne- 
gative to every offer; in my life I never met 
„With. a woman ſo free from vanity. Her ex- 
quiſite beauty ſeems not to affect her; ſhe is ſo 
totally unconſcious of her own charms, that ſhe 
hardly thinks herſelf tolerable, What can 


OY 
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this uncommon temper ariſe from? I never 
imagined. I ſhould find a woman poſſeſſed of 


beauty who valued it not; and I may confi- 


dently affirm this is the caſe with Miſs Belville. 
Although I am ſurprized at an inſtance ſo ex- 
traordinary, yet I cannot avoid acknowledging 
there is ſomething irreſiſtibly pleaſing in un- 

conſcious lovelineſs; and was I to adviſe the 
ladies in general how to proceed, in order to 
retain the adoration of our ſex, they ſhould 
make Miſs Belville their model. No inſolence 


nor ſuperiority appear in her treatment of her 
lovers; but all is ſweetneſs and condeſcenſion. 
Ihave greatly digreſſed from the plan I ſet out 


upon; I meant to inform you. Montague, 


what reaſon I had to ſuppoſe the beautiful maid 
did not retain her inſenſibility: ſhe loaded me 


with acknowledgments for the pleaſure I had 


given her in the concert, and on the firſt hint 


of my ſiſter, gave me her hand for the dance, 


to the viſible mortification of Lord Arundel and 


Sir Edward, I gloried in the diſtinction, and 
was in the higheſt ſpirits; nothing could equal 
the happineſs of that evening: I ſwear I would. 
not be deprived of it to have had the heart of 
the fineſt woman in the world. After the- 
company ere departed, the fweet charmer in- 


dulged me with her ſociety for near two 


hours; my ſiſter left us together; I was hardly 


maſter ef myſelf: 7 "0 like to have broke 
through 


| 
4 
| 
| 
| 
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through the limits I had preſcribed, and have 
iavowed my love. Fortunately, however, I had 
diſcretion-enough to reſtrain my feelings. 
I entreated to know, as a friend only, how | 
ae Earl and Sir Edward ſtood in her opinion. 
J confeſs I did not imagine ſhe would inform 
me; but, with the utmoſt candour, ſhe related 
the commencement and progreſs of their paſ- 
ſion, and how ſhe had proceeded in declining. 
their offers. She thanked me for my profeſſions. 
of friendſhip, and declared ſhe was happy in 
them; avowed, her diflike to the tender ſenſation 
of love, aroſe not from a girliſh affectation, 
but from reaſons juſt and laudable. I ſuppoſe 
ſhe meant her diſappointment. Sweet creature, 


the has dreſſed up to herſelf the virtue of per- 
- petual conſtancy, and means to devote her 


youth and matchleſs beauty to the memory 
of her departed lover.. Theſe romantic ideas 
muſt be eradicated; I did not preſs to know 
What theſe reaſons were, but liſtened in filent 
admiration to her diſcourſe: her delicate and 
unaffected manner of expreſſing herſelf, was 
highly entertaining; even if I had not been 
intereſted in what ſhe was ſaying, I ſhould 
have been charmed with her language. I ven- 
tured once to kiſs her hand, but ſhe drew it 
from me with an expreſſion of anger in her fair 
face. I inſtantly apologized for my behaviours 
and-ſhe again dreſſed her countenance in ſmiles. 


1 n | 
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I would not offend her in the ſmalleſt degree, 
if poflible; for I plainly ſee my ſucceſs with 
her depends upon art. If I can once engage 
her confidence, I ſhall eafily change my con- 
duct; and it muſt at laſt turn out as I wiſh. 
Tn ſhort, Montague, I will obtain Miſs Bel- 
ville, though my death ſhould be the inevitable 
conſequence. Tf all arts fail, I wilt honour- 
"ably make her mine; but I muſt be deſperate, 
indeed, when I make her an overture of that 
fort. My fiſter interrupted our converſation. 
fooner than'I wiſhed, and the charming Ade- 
line retired with her. I alſo fought my cham- 
ber, but could not fleep; my thoughts were 
. tortured with a thouſand terrible refleQions : 1 
feared Miſs Belville might hear of Emilia's ſe- 
duction, and perhaps forbid me to ſee her; 
again, the ſituation of that unhappy girl ob- 
truded itfelf on my imagination; I faw- her 
-finking in the grave, opprefſed with ſorrow. 
Her laſt pathetic recommendation of her chil- 
dren to my care, rang in my ear; and, for a 

moment, I would have given worlds to have 
never ſeen her. But the appearance of the ſun 
again, and nature brilliant with his beams, ba- 

niſhed theſe difagreeable ideas from my mind, 
and I left my bed, where I had not clofed my 
eyes, and took a walk in the garden. Ten- 
quired if Miſs Belville was up, but was told 


Ws was ſtill in a profound aha n 
T ſelf 


7 
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ſelf to her window, which fronts, the garden, 
and fell into a ſeri s reverie. Jo tell you the 
truth, Montague, 1 moſt cordially def; piſed my- 
ſelf at that moment. The innocent, the lovely 
Adeline, could ſſeep content and peaceful, 
while: the guilty Evelin was tormented with the 
ſtings of conſcience: I even went ſo far as to 
entertain thoughts of laying aſide my villainous 
ſcheme, and leave the beautiful maid to a 
man deſerving her. But I found love had, in- 
port taken ſtronger poſſeſſion of my heart than 
to be drove out by a ſey.paltry rgpraaches of 
what is called canſgience; and I was reſolved 
to purſue my purpoſe at all hazards. I inform 
Dou of theſe meditations! in order to ſhew. you 
Im above yielding to the weakneſs of nature, 
which at- times ſhews us things in a terrible 
point of view, and, I have no doubt, frequent- 
V deters cowards from following the bent of 
their hearts; but, on me it had a very con- 
Trary. Sſfeßt. It cophrmed. me in. y reſolution, 
and I returned, to, the. houſe with a full deter- 
Mination of gaining Miſs Belville's heart, if 
22 an den making, My advantage 
I 
| L found Lord Arundel and Sir Edward with —_ 
my ſiſter: we exchanged the utmoſt civility. of 
language; and Mrs. Evelin ordered Miſs Bel- 
ville to be told the gentlemen were below. The 
Hmeet girl ſent word: ee den in a 
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moment. She accordingly entered che parlour 


ſoon afterwards, arid made mamy àpologies for 


having detained them. As T did not know the” 


had made any engagement, I was amazed to fee 
her dreſs for riding. I never beheld any thing 
ſo exquifitey lovely in my life: her habit was! 
green filk, with ſilver 4 ; the colour us ad- 
mirably fulted to the weatlter, as well as to the 
delicacy of her complexion. Her hat was of ſilk 


like her habit, with two large white oſtriceh 


feathers. The bluſh that ornamented her fair 


face, when flie entered the room, gave a deuble 
grace to her appearance: and ſhe looked and 


moved like the virgin huntrefs of the woods. 
Thee eyes of her lovers ſparkled with pleaſure at 


her fight; and they congratulated her on the 


Aebhery of her fatigue. © I have made you 


Wait, gentlemen,“ fait ſhe, © but to tell you 


the truth, I was ſo much tired with ſetting up 
laſt night, that I never opened my eyes tilt 


Edgi ing with difficulty waked me jut Ho] ] T 

You ate obliged to me, 'Mifs Belville,“ an- 
fered I, for breaking your reſt, laſt night. 

Had I known it would have injured you, 1 
would not have detained you a minute“ 


“ You are very obliging „Sir Harry; 1 have 
ſüſtained no injury, I do „ Alure you; and if 1 


had, I could not blame you for it; for I dia 


not go to bed a great while after I left you. 
The * of the opening morning kept me 


awhile 


T 


— 
» 
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- 
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Iyhile obſerving it; and I ſhould not . 


thought of reſting, had I not recollected my 
engagement with Miſs Duncannon, and theſe 
gentlemen. I fear we ſhall excite Charlotte's 


anger, my Lord; had we not better make 


haſte ? Mrs. Evelin hoped the ſhould ſee her 


at dinner, I am not. ſure,” anſwered ſhe, 
I beg you will not ſtay for me, madam + I 
rather think I ſhall dine at the abbey.” << I 


know theladies expect that pleaſure, Miſs Bel- 
ville,” anſwered. the Earl, **and may I not 
ſay both Sir Edward and mubelf. hope you will 


- favour us with your company?” © Yes, yes; 


you may ſo, my Lord; and I give you leave 
to imagine I ſhall paſs the day very agreeably.” 


They each took a hand, and preſſed it to their 


lips ; I could have ſtabbed them. Sir Edward 


whiſpered ſomething; Miſs - Belville bluſhed, 


and-ſmiled. Surely ſhe has not been i ingenuous, 
with me : ſhe loves the happy Wilmot, . and L 
have no hope. But if that is the caſe, I will 
be revenged: no power on earth ſhall tear her 


from me, without reſiſtance. The ſervant in- 


formed them the horſes were ready: the gen- 
tlemen took a polite leave, and bore their lovely 
prize in triumph from my ſight. Her appear- 
ance on horſeback was enchanting : the horſe 


was ſnowy white; over his back was flung a 
green ſilk net. Proud of his beauteous load, he 


n the ground, and ſhook his flowing mane. 


I ſighed 
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1 ſighed at her departure; and paſſed a melan- 
choly day: tormented with jealous ſears, I. 
| dreaded leſt Sir Edward ſhould, in my abſence, | 
make alaſting impreſſion on the heart of Miſs. — 5 
Belville. : Oh, Montague! I never. loved be- | 
fore: this infinitely exceeds all I ever experi- 
enced. I expreſſed my fears to my ſiſter; ſhe. 
aſſured me I might depend on the veracity. of 
Adeline; and rather thought her preference ap- 
peared in my favour. In this idea, ſelf appro- 
bation aſſiſted, and I gave credit to what was 
ſo pleaſing. Vou ſhall hear, from time to 
time, how I proceed; and be aff ured, nothing 
within my powee ſhall be omitted to ſerve you. 
Remember me to Emilia, and the children: let 
her have every aſſiſtance phyſic can afford. I 
would preſerve the ſilly girl, if poſſible: her 
ſtrange conduct is amazing! did ſhe think ſhe 
ſhould ever have the ſame paſſionate lover in 
me, ſhe once knew me? Theſe women imagine 
a man's affections are to be as fixed as fate: 
but it is not in female merit to keep me con- 
ſtant: not even the charms of the divine Ade- 
line would retain their influence after a time. 
I ſhould fill: love her, as long as life was al- 
lowed me; but as to adoring her with the 
ſame paſſionate fondneſs as now, is entirely out 
of the queſtion, Tell Miſs Ayſcough I hold 
her in the greateſt eſteem ; and beg, for my 5 
an, and the ſake of her children, ne will enn 
| deavour 


 & FEMALE STABILITY. ' 
dieavour to live: her death would, indeed, give 
me a ſenſible ſhock. Surely, there never was 
ſo perverſe a woman. What ſignifies her weep- 
ing over the grave of her father and mother, 
and charging herſelf with their fate 7. Were 
they not very old; and might they not have 
died, if ſhe had remained under their roof? 
Endeavour to reaſon her out of this fooliſn ſor- 
row, Montague; and inſpire her hope, that her 
father yet lives. She is not certain what is be- 
come of- him; why ſhould ſhe ſuppoſe him 
dead? Let me hear how you ſucceed, and be- 
Joe: me > your's, 

Huna EVELIN, 


Sir James 'THOMP8QN to Captain FREEMER., 


Afbley-P ark, 


Tu ULY; Charles, you are a mighty cle- 
ver fellow; I believe too you have the gift of 
prophecy, which I thought belonged only to 
the inhabitants of heaven. You tell me you 
imagine the ſubſequent part of my confinement 
will turn out favourable to my wiſhes : true, I 
have ſeen the ſweet Harriet but 1 will proceed 
A 

After much debating 92 m from 
Miſs Betty, it was at laſt determined the ſecond 
Miſs Thompſon ſhould endeavour to gain Mrs: 
Abinton's conſent for her fair daughter's viſit- 
ing 


* 
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ing me; accordingly ſhe applied, and was re- 
ceived by that amiable woman in the politeſt 
manner, who immediately conſented to her re- 
queſt, and promiſed Miſs Abinton ſhould wait 
on me in the afternoon, provided ſhe had 
no objection. My aunt Sukey then begged to 
ſee the young lady, Who was called down; and 
after ſome modeſt heſitation, finding her mo- 
ther had agreed to her going, good-naturedly 
ratified the promiſe ſhe had made, and told my 
aunt ſhe would be at Aſhley- park as early as 
ſhe pleaſed. With this charming intelligence 
ſhe returned to me, who was elated beyond 
expreſſion, as you may ſuppoſe. I was a little 
vexed with the ill nature of Miſs Betty on this 
occaſion, who finding it would not be in her 
power to prevent my happineſs, went to drink 
tea with Miſs Newton, as is her general cuſ- 
tom when ſhe is out of humour. I was re- 
ſolved to be removed into the dreſſing- room ad- 
joining my chamber to receive Miſs Abinton, 
and, in ſpite of all they could fay to the con- 
trary, I waited with the moſt anxious expec- 
tation till half paſt ſix; and then quite out of 
patience, was going to diſpatch my ſervant to 
know what detained them, when they arrived. 
Mrs. Abinton entered the room firſt, followed 
by the bluſhing Harriet: I aroſe to meet her. 
<« Sir James, (faid the mother of my love) I am 
happy to ſee you ſo much better; I, as well as 
Vol. II. C | WES, 


my dear girl, have been very uneaſy on your 


adore you She-lopked: amazed, and bluſhed 


leaving Harriet, who — 
prized at what had e ſeapad me, as not to ob · 


 infinitaly confuſed... She-looked towards the 
door ſeveral times, 38 if dhe-wilhed: tot away 
| from. me, and-at laſt, in a trembling voice, ut - 
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account.” I kiſſed her hand 1 & you over- 
whelm me, madam with your goednęſsz and 
(continued I, turning to the faix Harriet) may 
I hope you have been defixous of my life?“ 
Indeed, Sir James, you may ; emmon bur 
manity would have induced, me % with your 


recovery, had I not known you, how: much 


that with is increaſed you may imagine, when 
Jam under fo. many obligations to yu. 
„% Amiable Miſs Abinten, (returned I) how I 


as red as ſcarlet. My aunts obſerved her cen: 


fuſian, and I aroſe. with Mrs. Abinton. $I 


ſhould be glad to ſpeałk a word with you, ma- 
dam, eee ee my eldeſt _— if 
yau will give mg leave Moll 


2 


ſerve: their departure. At length ſhe raiſed 
ber eyes, and ſeeing we were alone, appeared 


tered theſe wards; which: were bardiy to be un- 
derſtood: 4 Sir James, hat is become Af the 
ladies! They are gone out to ſettle ſome 


buſineſs, madam; but is my company io very 
diſagreeable to you, as:to: make you Wiſh, tw 
| * ä if 9 Lat ina 
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dead wretched. , Vou do me injuſtice, fir, 
if you imagine your compan is diſagreeable to 
me; far from it; I rejoice in your amended 
health, and would do all in my power to make 
you: happy, inſtaad of wretched.” *« Then I 
am ſo, (replied H. Ab, my amiable Harriet, 
I have for ſome time loved you with a paſſion 
pure and diſintereſted as your lovely ſelf : this 
painful fecret would have been long fince re- 
vealed, had I not feared Þ was indifferent ta 
your heart, and perhaps might forfeit your va- 
lẽnable ſociety if I declared my ſonſations: 
| ſpeak, madam; ſay if T have offended you, and 
tell me generouſſy if I may hope you will in 
time look upon me with eompaſſion '< A. 
declaration. fo unexpected, Sir I muſt. 
acknowledge, ſurprizes me: I thought you 
eſteemed me as a friend, but had not an idea I 
was looked gn in any other light. 1 Have 
then my exes been ſo very falſe to the feelings 
of my heart? Thoſe intelligent orbs ſhould 
have long ago informed you of this ſecret, had 
they expreſſed their maſter's tumults: but, my 


beloved Harriet, you do not tell me what I am 


to hope. Be aſſured, madam, great as your 
perfections are, you will not meet a man who 
loves you more tenderly than myſelf.. This 
is & ſubject, Sir James (anſwered the dear 
girl) I have not been uſed to, and I am inca- 


n. it; I eſteem your merit as ; 


C2 l ought; 


0 


50 PEMALE STABILIPY. 


my dear girl, have been very uneaſy on your 
account.” I kiſſed her hand; & you over- 
whelm me, madam, with your: gapgngls; and 
(continued I turning to the fair Harriet) may 
I. hope you have been defirous of my life?“ 
manity would have induced me to with your 
recovery, had I not known you how much 
that wiſh is increaſed you may imagine, when 
| am under fo. many ohligations to yu. 
„ Amiable Miſs Abinten, (returned I) how I 
adore you She looked: amazed, and bluſhed 
as red as ſcarlet. My aunts obſerved her cen: 
fuſion, and T aroſe. with Mrs. Abinton. KJ 
ſhould: be glad to ſpeak a. word with you, ma- 
dam, in the next room _(faid my eldeſt aunt) if 
yau-will give mg leave.” They alh went away, 
leaving Harriet, who appeared fotmuch ſur- 
przed at what had eſeapad me, as not to ob- 
ſerve tbeir departure. At length ſhe raiſed 
ber eyes, and ſeeing we were alone, appeared 
\=- | from. me, and at laſt, in a trembling voice, yt- 
_|\_—_ tered theſe words, which, were hardly to be un- 
derſtood: „ Sir James, what. is become af the 
ladies: 4%. They are gone out to ſettle ſome 
buſineſs, madam; but is my company fo very 
diſagreeable to you, as to make you Wiſh to 
leave me ſo ſoon ? if E 
r 8 oF 14181 
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Jeud wretched.” , Vou do me- injuſtice, fir, 
| if yow imagine your company is diſagreeable to 
me; far from it; I rejoice in your amended 
health, and would do all in my power to make 
you. happy, inſtaad of wretched.” «4 Then I 
am ſo, (replied H). Ahy my amiable Harriet, 
I have for ſome time loved you with a paſſion 
pure and diſintereſted as your lovely ſelf: this 
painful fecret would have been long fince re- 
vealed, had I not feared Þ was indifferent ta 
your heart, and perhaps might forfeit your va- 
luable ſociety if I declared my ſonſations: 
ſpeak, madam; ſay if I have offended you, and 
tell me generouſly if I may hope you will in 
time look upon me with compaſſion : A 
declaration. ſo unexpected, Sir James, I muſt 
acknowledge, ſurprizes me: I thought you 
eſteemed me as a friend, but had not an idea I 
was looked on in any other light,” * Have 
then my eyes been fo very falſe to the feelings 
of my heart? Thoſe intelligent orbs ſhould 
have long ago informed you of this ſecret, had 
they expreſſed their maſter's tumults: but, my 
beloved Harriet, you do not tell me what I am 
to hope. Be aſſured, madam, great as your 
perfections are, you will not meet a man who 
loves you more tenderly than myſelf.“ „This 
is à ſubject, Sir James; (anſwered the dear 
girl) I have not been uſed to, and I am inca- 
pable of talking on it; I eſteem your merit as 
ens | I ought; 


/ 


* 
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I ought; I have long known and admired it; 
what can I ſay more?” << Your mother ſhall 
be immediately informed of my love, my an- 
gel; ſhe will perhaps allow me to aſpire to the 
heart of her daughter, that valuable heart, that 
had I worlds I would give them to be poſſeſſed 
of. May I not hope my application to Mrs. 
Abinton will not be diſagreeable to you? for as 
the happineſs of my life depends upon you, 
you are the only perſon that can pronounce my 
fate. What can I ſay, Sir James? I would 
not deceive you.” It will not be diſagree- 
able. Vou merit the regard of the moſt 
amiable woman upon earth; but perhaps I am 
doing wrong; I am not uſed to diſguiſe my 
heart; indeed I would not willingly make you 
unneceſſarily uneaſy.” Thank you, my 
deareſt girl, I will no longer diſtreſs you; I 
ſee I am not hated; that knowledge makes me 
happy. If your amiable mother will give her 
. conſent to our union, I ſhall be bleſſed in- 
deed ; my heart, my fortune, all ſhall be my 
Farriet's; I wiſh for nothing but her charm- 
ing ſelf.” *<© You are too generous, Sir James; 
how ſhall I ever merit this exceſs of tender- 
neſs ??? „ Vou more than merit it,” returned 
I: „am not worthy the infinite perfections 
you poſſeſs; but it ſhall be the whole ſtudy of 
my life hereafter to render myſelf more deſerv- 
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ing the beauty and accompliſhments ob ** 
adored Harriet.” 
The ladies enterihg the room prevented her 
reply. She appeared confuſed and looked 
down. I ſtrove by every fond attention to ba- 
niſh her dejection, and at laſt ſucceeded: her 
lovely eyes were at length lifted up, and ſhe re- 
covered her tranquillity. We paſſed the moſt 
agreeable day I ever ſpent in my life : I pro- 
miſed my Harriet I would wait on her mother, 
and make my love known to her, which I did, 
and had the happineſs of having my propoſals 
accepted... Miſs Abinton appears quite happy; 
and as for myſelf, I am almoſt mad with joy. 
I am as well as ever, and more lively I think; 
my happinefs is indeed exquiſite. Ah, Free- 
mer, I knew not the delights that attended a 
ſincere and honourable attachment; I receive 
more real pleaſure from the innocent proofs 
my Harriet gives of her affection, than all the 
ſtudied forwardneſs the moſt practiſed coquette 
could beſtow: the love I bear this dear girl, ſti- 
mulates me to all that is good and laudable; mine 
is an affection of the ſoul, tender and delicate 
as her ſnowy mind. I admire, and am in rap- 
tures at the ſight of her beauty, but 'tis her 
underſtanding I love; her virtue and ſweet- 
neſs hold my heart in fetters ſo ſtrong, that 
nothing but death can ever  diſunite them. 
n. Abinton has given me free leave to viſit 
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her daughter, but will not conſent 1 han 
marry ber till next ſimmer: wat im age to a 
man in love! Ive endenvoured do move her 
| fefolution, but in vain; ſhe ys her child has 
not yet ſeen any ching of life; Mat ſhe (all 
behold che ſcenes in which ſhe is th move be- 
fore ſſie takes the cares of a married fete upon 
her; ſhe is to go to London in the winter, and 
de with a friend on whom ſhe doats. 
As I found it was not poſſible te prevail on 
Mrs. Abinton, I was obliged to, eonſent to 
_ this tedipts delay. Harriet coincided in Het 
mother's determifiation, but from a different 
motive. I ſhall grow more worthy of you; 
Sir James, (ſaid the dear ereatufe d me) by 
being eonverſant with the world; my ruſtie 
manners will wear off, and I' ſhall not make 
you aſhamed ef me.“ Aſhamed of thee, my 


Harriet ah that can never be! I ſhall glory, 


I ſhall boaſt of my unequalled charmer to the 
whole world, and be the envy of all the male 
part of it. You will find in the guy metres 
polis far more amiable men than me, and per- 
haps you may chabge your affeQions, and Kill 
me by giving them to ſome other,” Indeed, 
Sir James, (anſwered-ſhe) the man lives net 
whom I ſhoutd ever think your ſuperior ; if T 
was to love you like my Adeline, 1 ud fot 
ever remmin a ſtranger to love I preſſed her 
ee e 


OO BEMALE STABHATY. & 
Fam to introduce Her to my annts*to-thortow 
_ in fot; às my intended bride; che fireet ap- 
prtlichiite charkier zw Rerfuf dy Will net ho 
nor Her With their #pprobiation, but I im con- 
vinced thy will all regard her as the greateſt 
acquiſttion to their family, of whom they are 
very proud; I ſaid, all, but I am not ſure of 
Miſs Betty; me has not forgiven me yet for 
my behaviour between her and Mr. Fracture, 
againſt whom ſhe expreſſes the moſt violent 
reſentment, and perhaps to be revenged, ſhe 
may diſapprove my choice; but I care not 
what the thinks; I am too happy to value the 
diſpleaſure of any body. What a change in 
one ſhort Week ! 1 hops no clouds will inter- 


bene to caſt, 4 gloom on my joys. Len "I 
of Mifs Abinton the ſurname of the 


had called Adeline ; the told me it was 521 : 
ville, and I find the friend of my Harriet is no 
other than the daughter of Si:Eqward rd Help 
the beloved companion | of thy Louiſa. an 
Was greatly delighted at this diſcovery ; the 
commencement of their acquaintanee. was at 
ſchool. Theſe three ladies have from that 
time maintained a conſtant correſpondence an il 
affection for each other, and it is with Mi 
| Belville my e is to paſs next winter. 
fam very happy . the is the friend. of the 
lovely. Adeline; fuch a woman is capable of 
any one ſhe honours with her friend- 

: C4 ſhip; 
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ſhip ; and was Miſs Abinton not the moſt, ac- 


compliſhed of her ſex, ſhe would not be re- 
garded in ſo tender a manner by Miſs Belville. 
Adieu ; I am glad you are more content than. 


you was. May each hour add to your felicity,, 


wiſhes from the bre of his heart, your ever 
Wr devoted 
Jams TH0MPS0N. 


a brrvirns to 3 AIV Tos. 


Myrtle Groves 


Vo. OUR ſtence, my dear Harriet, at this 
time, fills | me with a thouſand fears. Lou left 
off in your laſt juſt as you were going to Aſh- 
ley-Park. Write the moment you have this, 
if you baye not wrote befare, and eaſe the ap- 
prehenſions of thy Adeline. I promiſed to give 


you an account of the day we ſpent at Belmont- 
Abbey; I have not found time to do fo 
till now. I informed you the Earl and Sir 
Edward came to fetth me: they were in high 


ſpirits. When we came within ſight 'of the 
Abbey, I faw Charlotte galloping towards us, 
and the Colonel following. As ſoon 'as ſhe 
came near enough to be heard, ſhe exclaimed, 
% My dear Adeline, I am glad you are come, 


I have been trying to avoid the impertinence of 
that creature, but he had juſt overtaken me 


when 1 R The Colonel now arrived 
in 


p , * 
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in the greateſt fright. For heaven's fake, | 
Miſs Duncannon,” ſaid he, do not hazard 
your life by riding ſo faſt; you may deſtroy 
yourſelf one day or other“ Well, if I da, 
the fault would be none of mine, if you will 
ride ſo near me as to frighten my horſe.” Upon. 
my word, Miſs Belville, he had- like: to have 
thrown. me off juſt now by coming directly in 
my way; had I nat been a good harſewoman,, 
he would have ſueceeded ; and then you would 
have been hanged, Medway; that would have 
been one comfort, however. Fis, Char» 
lotte, ſaid your Adeline, ſurely, this is un- 
generous.” Indeed it is,” replied my Lord, 
« Cruel to a degiee,” ſaid Sir Edward. And 
to me diſtreſſing, anſwered the Colonel, with. 

a figh. © Very welk;, good: folks: ungene- 
rous, cruel and diftreſſing ; haug you-any more 
to add? if. not, I ſhall. march; off. Before 
we could. anſwer,., ſhe whipped- her horſe, and 
away ſhe flew... The Colonel was in agonies. 
I never. ſaw. a woman, ride. ſo well · in my life. 
She-toak a circle rounds. and returned. As 
you did not attempt, to follow. me, you fee. l 

am come back; I ſhall. bring; vou to order at 

| tak, - T hops;;., come,. Colonel, do not be fogliſh.. 
nam; F forgive. your rebellion,” and again ad 
mit you into the ſervices- providing you ,t 
commands for the future.” + My;depteſt lays. 

** + Jour commands bebys mild, and I wilkime: 


© Gu. 


* ag. 1 1 


w 
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- plicitlfobey them. Bat why, my intiable Char» 
lotte; will you pain a heart thatadores you?” 
«-OhtheavensyGeotjre,-itt's have no whining; 
your face was not mide for parhdtes: I never 
fave a more exact refernblanee ef à motikey in 
| my life, wherr you attempt forrowing Gcpteſti= 
on.“ He drew ear to het and whiſpered, Sir 
Edward approached me; Ah, madum, hy 
is not Charlotte poſſeſſed of your charming 


'? She would not treat poor George 


a he does, did het heart yield to foft ſenſati- 


ons. „ You wrong Miſs Duneannon, Sit 
Edward, ſhe has r - alive to the 
_ thiider calls of pity; the only ihſtance I ever 
 faw of the leaſt tendency to cruelty, is ber be- 


| eee deſerves better from 


ber; and 1 do believe, if he was not ſo much 

affected with her lively ſallies, he would de 
more with her; it proceeds not from ill nature; 
only an overlivelineſs of diſpoſition that has had 
no thisforturies to curb it.” I could not avoid 


fſching; he obſerved it. Why ſighs Miſs 


Te we, Madam; and if I can remedy it, 1 


wee. He fixed his ſpeaking eyes on my face}, 


Belwille ? what can have made you uneaſy ? 


would go te che furtheſt part of the globe do 
ſerve you. I thank you, Sir Edward, but 
the cauſe of that ſigh is not in the power of 


u to temedy.“ „No would ee heaven it 


| RA TILING: gs | 
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Kot e Kepping | & tHr to bis memory. 
* My amiable lin: Fer heaven's fake, ex- 
Plain the cauſe of Hat tear; tell me whit this 
merten means, umleſs you will drive me to- 
madheſs. From # pa nful recbllection, Sir 
Baward, ahfwered I, and a Hkenefs 1 Taw th. 
you, at that moment, do 2 perſan whoſe re- 
membrünee is inffnitely dent to me: nothing 
elle was the Cauſe” of my fotrow.” But it i 
paſt, and #148 well again.“ „ What Is that 
Which is W well, Adeline; between you and 
Sit Ewa fs eridd Miſs Bunt znnbn. © Nd. 
Brest matter, Charlotte; but ſuppoſe it outs 
be. a «feeret; and 1 dente thule to telf you,” 
Ry, büt u muff, if it is a fecret; höobödy 
Ave is Yor Wind of a Sete 46 Tt, there ſs 
3 n : 
/ Wie dad a moſt agreeable ride; err 
| Jabs; J prepoſed returning, tät Was: imtne- 
agreed to, and we were preparing to 
Juft ene Perötrful proſpect we had deen view 
, Whett the fle was ſulldenl obercaſt, and 
i Us dan u Ay we were in fight 
« — Sa were obllgedd th. ride as quick 
poſſible, Willich we? did tor aboht a mile, 
| Shan Weed u Wa e thatftood a little 
ut or cue Tad. Thi Eaff de ud, and nock- 
eat tlie dor, bi non adfwered-.. Quite 
but of latlence, ke ore like an emperor ; 5 
Wha Mi and vent es the window, EL 
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and rapped. with her whip; ſtill no perſon ap- 
appeared. Sir Edward hallooed through the 


key-hole, and begged to be let in: a feeble fe- | 
male voice anſwered: © ſhe could not open the 


door, as ſhe did not know who they were. 

Sir Edward aſſured her ſhe need not fear any 
harm would happen to her, as they were gen- 
tlemen, and would not have diſturbed her if 


they had not ladies with them, who, they fear. 


ed, would catch cold. Come, come, Goody,” 
ſaid the laughing Charlotte, « though we have 
3 ſoldier with us, you need not fear, his cou- 
rage will not hurt you; I engage to make 
him quiet. God bleſs me, madam,” an- 
| ſwered the voice, 461 would not have a {aldier 
come into my houſe for the world;-1 have gat 


a young woman here.” The gentlemen and 


Chaslotte laughed ready to kill themſelyes ; 


and ſhe anſwered, © You need not be afraigd- 


for the young woman, as here are two old ones 


who will take care of her. After much i intreaty, 


the opened the door, and we all entered the 
.* Cottage, which was very ſmall and neat. The 


poor woman ſeemed amazed at ſeeing ſo many 


ine folks, and curtſeyed y vVexx awkwardly, 3 beg. 
ged our parden for her rudeneſs: < butthere are 


fo many ſharpers about, ladies,” continued ſhe, 


« that] could. not tall. No, to be ſure, good 


woman,” returned Charlotte,” and yau was 


quiterightt to ee you found there was 
4 0H A2 ſoldier 


* 
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a ſoldier among us. Why ay, and pleaſe 
your ladyſhip, ſoldiers are fad men very often: 
if it had not been for one of them, I might 
have had my poor dear Sally alive at this day; 
but this was not the only reaſon that prevented 
my letting you in directly; for I have a 
poor young creature here that is very melan- 
choly; I did not chuſe to let any body know- 
ſhe was with me, as the deſired me not. You 
can keep a ſecret near as well as I,“ replied 
Charlotte; but if you pleaſe, I will dry my 
plumes: here, ev rn N f m— 
it and held it to the fire. g 

I turned to the old 3 9 3 
fo the lady in your houſe was melancholy ?. I 
ſhould. be glad to ſee this poor mourner, if it 
was nat impertinent; but take no notice to the 
gentlemen, or that lady, and I will. ſtep. ug 
ſtairs, and juſt look at her; perhaps I may be 
able to aſſiſt her.. I ſaw Charlotte was deeply 5 
engaged with the Colonel, and that I was not 
obſerved. I ſtepped out of the room, up half 
a dozen ſtairs, and entered a very ſmall, but 
neat chamber, at the end of which ſat a lovely a 
girl, ſeemingly about eighteen; with a young 
infant in her lap, which ſhe was bedewing with 
her tears. I drew near her before ſhe ſaw me. 
ſo intent was.ſhe on her melancholy employ- * 
ment. Pardon me, madam; I meant, not 
ol ada on. your forrows 3 bu I. head: you 
; Was. © 


mendled the care of her gueſt in u whiſper, and, 


Voere ſ taken up with the unhappy object I had 
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Was in-ditrefs ; and perhaps! it may be in my 
power to relieve i „ Wheerer: you ure, 
madam,” anfweredfhe, 4 Lea infinitely obli- 
ged to For: | I am indeve In aiſtreſs, for this 
poor infant has motraſtid ary thing but's litrle 
pap, made by the charitable woman below, out 
of her mall pan ce, for: three whole days. 
Tue little money I had is gone; und I muſt 
prepare to de, without pity or relief. Com- 
poſe yourſelf,” ſaid I, *madam; I hops there 
is ſotme Benevolence yet in the world. How: 
_ beer I may be unable to remove your: misfors 
tunes, I am at leaſt capable ef ſupplying your 
Wants. Phere-i5 al} the n6fhey I have abbut 
me: de aſfüred I will ſee you ere lehg; and 
contrive ſote meuns t6 extrieate you from this 
miſerüble ſituation?” The fight of my geld 
ruck her dumb: ſhe took my lands and held 
jt to Het lips, but could net ſpeak. I benred 
| they would wonder at my abſenee; and told het 
1 muſt leave her for the prefent, has J had com- 
£ pany below? he bowed in filence, and I quitted 
the room. Nobody xænew I had: been gone out 
bf it, but the old woman, to whom I recom- 


_ & the weather was fine,” we remounted out 
hofſes, afid returned to the abbey. My thoughts 


been, that I appeared abſent and forgetful. 
Chirlotts more thas one ohſet ved ky e dd 
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me pertlemien; But I attributed it to 4 Volent 
dend-ach, which I really tad. Sir Edward en 
deavdated Us confole me in the tendereſt n. 
net, and I was ferry 1 had mentioned My im. 
diſpoſſtieh, t made thi f6 very _— 
While We were at tea a letter was brought de 
the Colonel, wha appeared very much hurt Un 
reading it. Charlotte ateſe, and came to we, 
crying aloud, I will be banged, Ade hne, if 
that is not a letter from ſome miſtreſs of hid, 
he looks fo uſhamed ef it.“ „ No my dear 
Charlotte; but it is from my maſter. 1 ua 
contmanded te jein my regiment : the King de. 
mands my fervice, and I maſt leave England?” 
1 obſerved Mi Duneanten change colour 
at theſe words: but ſhe ſtrove to eoriceal her 
emotions; and addreſſed him with an appiar- 
ance of compoſure. And are you obliged to 
leave England, Colonel Medway F“ I vet 
tainly muſt, if the regiment is ordered abtoad, 
madam, which the Captain writes me word is 
generally thought will be the caſe. But it fig- 
nifies not, Miſs Duncannon, what becomes of 
me. I may as well fall by the] hands of an ene- 
my, as die by your cruelty:” Theſe words. 
Ktmed to affect her; the pulled out her hand 
kerchief, and throwing her arms about my 
neck, fobbed aloud. Her mother, my Lord, 
and Sir Edtvard left the toom: 'F Would have 
+ done to, but fue eld me. 6 
3 | | 
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and took her hand. Are theſe precious teats 
ſhed for me, my Charlotte? She ſighed, and 
looking at him, ah, Medway! you muſt deſ- 
piſe me; I have not merited your love: but 
forgive me; I may never ſee you again, per- 
haps.”* Her emotions ſtopped her ſpeech, and 
ſhe was ready to faint. Aſk not my forgive- 
neſs, my adored Charlotte: you have never of- 
ended me. I only have been to blame; and 
| have: conſtrued your innocent | vivacity into 
eruelty: do you, my love, forgive me, and. I 
am happy. Lou are a very generous many 
3 and. I do not deſerve ſo tender an af- 
feRtion : but I will endeavour, for the future, 
| to pay more regard to you, if it ſhould pleaſe 
1 heaven to keep you in England. 2 * it 
will, for thy fake, my dear Charlotte,” 
ſwered the Colonel; I am ready to ſerve = 
King at any time; but if it pains you I ſhall 
do it with regret” Finding Miſs Duncannon 
pretty well recovered, I left the room, and 
ſought the reſt of the company, who. were all 
together i in. Charlotte's dreſſing room, lament- 
ing the Colonel's orders. I related what had 
paſſed 3 Mrs. Duncannon expreſſed great plea- 
ſure at Charlotte's ſenſibility: „ but (con- 
tinued ſhe, with a ſigh) I fear, as ſoon as her 
terrors are over for his ſafety, ſhe will relapſe 
into her former flights.” << Vet, madam,” re- 
1 ar Len, « if that ſhould be the caſe, 
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the Colonel will have a ſatisfaction he had not 
before; this tender concern of Miſs Duncan 
non will convince him he is beloved; that 
thought will ſupport him in all his woubles, and oy 
he will bear her little levities with patience. As 
I found my head grew worſe, I declined Mrs. 
Duncannon's invitation to ſupper ; but ac- 
cepted the offer of her coach, as I was too much 

* fatigued to ride on horſeback. _ Accordingly, I - 
ſet out for the groye, attended by the Earl and 
Sir Edward. We got there 3 nine in the 
evening, and the gentlemen took their leave, _ 1.6: HG 
promiſing to enquire after my health the next”. 4 
day. Sir Harry expreſſed great fatisfaction at 
my return, and would have engaged me in con- 
verſation, but ! be ed to be excuſed, as I was. 
very much tired. Mrs. Evelin (who is ever de- 
ſirous to oblige me) attended me to my cham- 
ber, where ſhe left me to enjoy the bleſſings of 
repoſe, as I will you, my Harriet; ; for I think 
this long letter has tired you,” Be ſure, my be- 
loved girl, you do not forget to write, as 1 am 
really uneaſy at your ſilence. VIV beſt reſpects 
attend your mother, and Bae I am, with 
the true e 183 Vour's, 
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loved her. 1 Ard happier than I can expreſs. 
.o longer am I 6bliged to reſtrain my tender- 


N lifavows. That day Y Adelide, | that Chat - 


ple every opportu 


for ſome time to come : For, Sir James,” 
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any uncaſiheſs from niy ſilence; but 1 nabe 
been tdo müch engaged, to Write. On, my 
friths; 1 Am Delovet by Sit Jattes: yes, he 
does love thy Harriet; he has long in feeret 


; no longer pin ppearance my heart 


ing day, he. Shed his e n my Pirits were 
too much affected t c W ale to give 4 deferip- 
tion of the'ſcerie ; only I know he begged me ne 
to permit him to ale an application to my 
mother, 1 could not Tefuſe him; my  hohelt 
heart ſpoke in my eyes, ad told hun b. as 
nts Unaccuſtomed fo driguiſe, FLA 25 
Cönceal thy feclings, : „ when. i ound Wm bo 
de indulged without a Eriine: Accordingly, 
he iniade his propoſals to my gh ed recay- 
ed her approbation. She tbld hit RE might 
nity to gain my affections 


faid this excellent parent, . my Harriet as yet 
is far too young and inexperienced to think of 
iss: true, I believe, ſhe looks upon you. 

with 
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with a tender regind, but the may change; - 
(What an idea, Adeline!) he his het yet 
ſeen any [thing of the world, arid is efitirely 
ignorant of the ſphere in which the is tb. 
move. I would not have my child appear th 
2 ſtation the is not qualified to ſhine tir. I hat 
endeavoured to furnifh her mind With V 


good and uſeful knowlellge ; and 1 may 
lowed to ſay my Harriet is er 1 Fw ih 
moft valuable accompliſhments; yet, (corttis 


nued ſhe) there is ſomething more: the world 
can never be known by books or repreſentation; | 
a certain elegavee of manner will be wanting, 
which nothing but a commerce with mankind. 
can give, and an #fooiztion with of a 
polits and gay rurn 2 this, the has never had an 
opportunity of doing. Immured in de cc + 
try, her obſervattens have been very confined: 
I therefore wiſh her, before the takes upon her 
the cares and troubles infeparable from a weds 
died ſtate, to ſee and know more of the World. 
Bet une year longer paſs before he is à Wife; 
and if the louks upon you as the dbes at Prefenc, 
I ſhall rejoioe te give her to you.” I was abs 
Gat when this pulſed 3 bat my mama felated 
the eofrverfation to me. She faid ſhe found 1 
great difficulty in perſunding him te fubſerde 
t6 theſe Opiniens; but, en her being pereèmp- 
tory, he did. L n de poſh 4 Winter With wy 
hefors I commence matron. May 
wor our 


68 FEMALE STABILITY. 


0 your amiable example and excellent advice ren- 

der your Harriet more deſerving the love of Sir 
James. His apprehenſions removed, he is ten 
times more agreeable than ever. Surely, my 
gentle Miſs Belville, I ſhall be too happy with 
ſuch a lover. A mother kind and indulgent as 
mine, and a friend like my Adeline, what have 
I to wiſh? May I be properly ſenſible of the 
goodneſs of providence, and ever be thankful 
for the many bleflings I enjoy ! Ah, my friend; 
would I could fee you agitated. as tenderly for 
the amiable Sir Edward, as I am for Sir James. 
There is ſomething in his fate that affects me 
extremely. Iam ſorry he is and muſt be unhappy. 
His determined love will, I fear, never decreaſe. 
But I will not pain your generous boſom. I 
often. plead for him when I mean. not to do it : 
my pen involuntarily moves in his favour, and 
I refle not at that moment, my Adeline ap- 
Proves not my warmth. I am greatly intereſted 
in the fortune of the unhappy inhabitant of 
the cottage ; omit not to write me her melan- 
choly ſtory, if you ſhould be acquainted with 
it. I congratulate. you, my Adeline, on this 
new opportunity of exerciſing your benevolent 


1 diſpoſition. Oh, how great, how godlike, to 


wipe the ſorrowing eye of miſery's children, 
drive keen diſtreſs and horrid want far from the 
lowly cot.; and, by a tender, generous parti- 
, heal and Aleriate the misfortunes you 

Cal» 
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cannot remove | Perhaps this mourning fair 
one weeps her honour betrayed; betrayed by 
him ſhe loves! Oh, cruelty augmented ! What 
can aſſuage the wretched mourner's woe? 


Deſpis'd by all, by fatal love undone, _ 
In vain her tearful eye for pity pleads; _ 
Her fate, the proudly virtuous will ſhun, _ 
Tho' with remorſe her penſive boſom bleeds. 


Look up, ſad mourner, ſee where one appears; 
The gentle Adeline will eaſe thy grief; 
Her generous hand will wipe thy flowing tears, 

And mild benevolence will grant relief, 


Yes, my dear Miſs Belville, you are too no- 
bly good to diſcard this wretched fair, though 
her preſent miſery may have been brought on 
her by her own weakneſs and -credulity. We 
are all frail. You can allow for failings inci- 
dent to our nature; though you have by un- 
common prudence and ſtrength of mind, eſcaped 
any material errors; yet, alas! there are too 
many now ſinking under them. 

1 am ſorry the agreeable Medway i is obliged : 
to join his regiment ; but yet, for one reaſon, 
I am glad this cirumſtance happened, as it has 

n 
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convinced him Miſs Duncangon loves him, 


Oh, [bow cruel to play with the heart of one 
chat adores her! But I hope the lively Char- 
lotte wilb hereaſter treat him better, I am in- 


tereſted in their fate. I wiſh I could make every 


dody happy, I am fo exquiſitely happy myſelf 


that I would rr no Fame to on the 


world. 


1 find. Sir James is well TON with 
Freemer. He tells me- that an unre= 
ſerved friendſhip ſubſiſts between them. We 
talked over his unfortunate love, and gave a ſigh 


to his wandering ' Louifa. My Harriet,” 
| aid he, I know not a man living that better 


deſerves to be happy than Freemer; and yet, 


how have his wiſhes been crofled ? - how: much 
more fortunate am I without being near ſo 


worthy, bleſſed with the affections of the beſt 
and moſt beaupifyl e of her ſex !” Thus, Ade- 
line, does this amiable man talk continually, 
raiſifg-the few metits J poſſeſs beyond their 
real value. I am to he introduced to his aunts 
in form; a9 they will not diſpenſe with any 
thing of that fort, eſpecially {ip youngeſt, I 
am half afraid of them j in the light of relations. 
Sir James aſſures me Tam infinitely regarded 
by them already. 1 hope I ſhall. never, by any 
imprudence, forfeit that regards I am very 


inpatient to hear of our Louiſa; do not delay 
e me of her welfare, if you ſhould 


have 
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have a letter. L muſt leave vou; my woher 
and Si FASL en to fake 20, airing. 


4 e 3 42 
n Hank Ango, 
a Bly Ie IL LE # + AbjNron, Y 
TC MI OY Arti- Gee 


ey you» my: | deared Harriet, an 
the happineſs of your preſent proſpects ; may 
no cloud of aduerſity intervens to difturh Four 
felicity, but. all your days be one continu 
ſeene of, heart-felt joy and ſmiling, content 
your lover is truly Vel the Mincign, 97 
feel for him. 

On the keceipt of -yous layer 1 wrote to 
Captain Freemers and mentioned Sir James: 
He informed ane he was the moſt agresable and 
worthy of his ſex; the friendly, good and ge- 

nerous heart e ance more recews my 
congratulations, my Harriet, on your happi- 
"neſs. Once ſuch a proſpect opened to your 
Adeline; but oh, bow fatally was it obſcured 
my heart ſuſtains 4 hang tog exquiſite ta heat 
at-every thought af m] Auguiiys ; na, never 
talk. to me of Sir Edward DI hall ſtill remain 
true to the memory of Mir. Grenville, nor fþall 
that love fa wholly his, be ever given to ano- 
ther. I knaw the deſerving Wilmot has me- 
rits, but they cannot mełs any impreſſion r a 
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heart whoſe every tender ſenſations were center'd 
in one dear object, and with him lie buried; no, 
were it poſſible for me to.love again, I ſhould 
deteſt myſelf :* where ſhall I find the equal 
of Auguſtus? Ceaſe then, my amiable Har- 
riet, ceaſe to mention the name of Sir Edward 
and love together, if you wiſh me content 
and comfort. Forgive me for obtruding my 
melancholy thoughts at this time upon you, 
but I cannot always ſuppreſs them; I would 
not occaſion a ſingle painful idea to you, were 
it poſſible to conquer myſelf entirely; but you 
ſhall be no longer troubled with my uneaſineſs. 
You are intereſted in the fate of the family at 
the Abbey; I will inform you of what has 
paſſed ſince I wrote laſt, Yeſterday as I was 
| ſetting at breakfaft, the following note was 
brought me from Mrs. err N . 


«1 ſhould be infinitely obliged to "RA 
„ Miſs Belville if ſhe add favour us with 
4 her company at the Abbey to dinner, to aſſiſt 
in comforting my poor Charlotte; che Co- 
4 lonel is obliged to leave us to-day, and her 
grief is exceſſive: the fears he will be or- 
4 dered abroad, Come, my amiable Adeline, 
<< and by your excellent reaſonings bring 7 
« child to be contented with her fate. 
65 « Affectionately your's, 
e Ol W Dyxcannon:” 


'S: NE Ah, 


= 
+ 


FEMALE STABILITY. 73 


Ah, my Harriet, what reaſons could I em- 
15. ſtrong enough to baniſh the fears of love? 
I ſent word I would attend ber in half an hour, 
which T accordingly did. Sir Harty inſiſted T. 
would permit him to convey me in his chariot ; 
he was infinitely entertaining and "agreeable. 
He ſet me down at the Abbey, and returned 
to Myrtle Grove, ſaying he wöulck do Himſelf 
the honour of calling for me in the evening. 
AS my "viſit was of ſuch a nature I could not 
aſk him to ſtay, 1 therefore begg ed he would 
order the ſervants not to drive up 15 tlie houſe, 
15 let me Walk from the top b the avenue, 
Ever ready to oblige. me, he immedi ately con- 
ſented, and left me at the entrance of it. 
ſaw Sir Edward walking penſively under the 
trees, and came quite cloſe to fir ere ne per- 
ceiyed me. 1 What. meditations. are you ef 
E 


bag d. Fi bag f in, Sir Edward?“ 51 


dene 


Beete! Y thought it impoſlble y you 
abt have been 10 ſoon here. How. kind to 
haſten * thus to your lamenting friend ! but you - 
are all goodneſs, iow, he, 6ghing, and 
looking attentively” in my Fiee), Ah, Miſs 
Belville ! I cannot preſerve. the filece, I had 
| Enjoined myſelf; : pity me, madam, for heaven's 5 
: fake pity me; I love you, more than e ever; it is 
not poſſible to avoid- it; 1 am, diltrafted; 
: would to heayen 1 were dead! We e it not for 
the crime; I would my ſelf end my miſerable 


Vor. II. | D | being.” : 


- 


8 


74 FEMALE STABILITY, 
being.” His looks were frantick ; he ſeized 
_ © my hand- Why are you ſo cruel; tell me, 
Adeline, why are you ſo cruel? why will you 
break my heart, a heart that adores ou!“ 
Hlis manly eyes were filled with tears; he 
| looked miſerable. I could hardly ſpeak, ſo 
much was I affected with his ſorrow, At laſt 
| I got out theſe words: « Alas, Sir Edward, how 
can you alarm me with theſe ſudden. guſts of 
paſſion ? have you not heard my fixed determi- 
nation? how then can you indulge a fatal pre- 
poſſeſſion that muſt, render you unhappy ?— 
Call your reaſon to your aid, and conquer this 
hopeleſs love that thus imbitters your life.” 
% Ah! ſaid you conquer it? no, my adored 
Adeline, while I exiſt, I never ſhall be able 
to eg my affections; my heart is 
your's, irrevocably your's; each day, each 
hour, I find my love increaſe; I cannot live 
without Jou; I have endeavoured, but I find I 
cannot,” « You muſt, Sir Edward: have I 
not told you l have no heart to give you? vou 
have forgot your promiſes, your friendſhip, for 
Lord Arundel: will then Sir Edward Wilmot | 
ſuffer his honour to be conquered by his paſ- 
{ ons? Recollect yourſelf, my dear, my juſtly 
2 valued friend, and not force me to give up your 
acquaintance by this mad perſeverance.” He 
ſighed, and gently taking my hand in his, was 
kat a e 1 at length, a his eyes, 
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and looking on me with the utmoſt ſtedfaſtneſs, 
& Will: you forgive me, Miſs Belville; will 
you not deprive me of your eſteem?ꝰ From 
my heart I forgive you, Sir Edward; you are 
as much eſteemed as ever by me.” Irreſiſt- 
ible girl, (ſaid he, raiſing my hand to his lips) 
Iwill no more offend you, though I die for it; 
pardon my phrenzy; but I am not myſelf at 
times.“ enen ſir ; we will now 
ſeek Mifs Duneannon.” “ * 

He led me in ſilenee to Adder vf Cher 
lotte's dreſſing- room, and haſtily retired to hide 
his emotion. I wiped a tear from my eye, 
and entered the apartment. I found my friend 
ſitting penſively by herſelf. She aroſe at my 
appearance; how infinitely kind, Adeline 
( (aid ſhe) alas! you are come to behold a ſad 
parting ;' Colonel Medway is going!“ She 
burſt into tears; I mingled mine with her's, 
glad of this opportunity to eaſe my oppreſſed 
heart. Ves, Miſs Belville, my poor George 
is going, I may never again behold him! 
what, what will become of me? ge com- 
forted, Miſs Duncannon, . (anſwered I) tis 
true the Colonel is going to leave you, but per- 
haps only for à ſhort time; he may not go 
abroad; why then ſhould you thus diſtreſss 
yourſelf with ideal fears? For heaven's ſake 
preſerve more reſolution; fink not under this 


ſeparation: if he were dead, you could not be 


D 2 | more 
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have borne it] I once determined this ſhould 
remain à profound ſecret. in my own boſom, 


more unhappy. Reflect, Charlotte, that this 
violence of grief, and only on an apprehended 
evil, is weak and cowardly; tis doubting the 
care and goodneſs of providence; he mays nay 
J dare ſay will, return in fafety,”  :** Ah, 
Adeline, (interrupted ſhe) you do not love; 


you have not had the heart: felt tryal of parting 
with an amiable man, perhaps to ſee him no 


more]! Talk not of comfort to me; if I 


ſhould loſe him, I am deprived of every com- 
fort.. „My dear, Charlotte, (anſwered I) 


you do not know what tryals I have undergone 
I have had the painful taſk of taking a final 
leave of the man on whom l doated!; have ſeen 

the moſt amiable of his ſex breathleſs, and yet 


and in the boſoms of 4hoſe who were witneſs, to 
my melancholy ſtruggles; but for your ſake, 


Miſs Duncannon, I bave; hroke through this 


determination, and ſurely Moæa ſo- ſuperior to 


pour's, will comfort yon. She looked on me 


for ſome time in ſpeechleſs wonder; And 


bave you, indeed, Adeline, ſupported a lob 
like this? Porgive me, my amiable) girl, do- 


ſpiſe not my weakneſs; Alas, Miſd Belville, 
T did not kno the ſerious:difpofition bun poſ- 
ſeſs had a misfortune ſo grłat for its baſts ;1you 
hall ſee I will profit by pour:magnanimaty;; I 
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ſure, 
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ſure, ad pa with him as well as I can.“ 
Ido not Expect you to conquer the tender 
_— which tear your gentle heart, (an- 
fv 2 only bring them within bounds; re- 
member you occaſion a thouſand e eg 
pangs to your loyer by this exceſs of grief.“ 
1 brought her at laſt tota tranquil turn of 
mind, and we ſought the: gentlemen and Mrs. 
Duhcannon. At the ſight of the Colonel, who 
was dreſſed for travelling, I ſaw the tears ſtart 
in. her eyes: ſhe ſoon recovered herſelf,” and 
we paſſed the hours before dinner pretty well. 
Lord Arundel endeavoured by every method 
in his power to divert the general deſpondency 
that reigned; as to poor Sir Edward, he was 
as melancholy and abſent as any of us. After 
dinnet Charlotte aroſe, and came acroſs the 
room to me. Adeline, (ſaid ſhe) the time 
draws neur, you ſhall ſer how well I will be- 
have.“ She teturned te her feat : the Colonel 
aroſe, and walted to the window. ' was very 
much affected, as We Were all. He ſeveral 
times attempted-to-ſpeak,” but ſeemed at a loſs 
for words. At length he addreſſed bimfelf* to 
Mrs. Duneannon: «© the favours 1 have re- 
ceived! from you, madum, ſimce T have been 
an inhabitant of this happy manſion, 4s” Well 
a at' all other times; ell for ry warieſt ac: 
knowledgments;' impute it not to à want of- 
gratitude that I have not been more explicit 
; 23815 D 3 on 
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on this head before; I am truly ſenſible of 
your goodneſs, and tall retain the higheſt re- 
ſpe and regard for you to the lateſt moment 
of my life.” He ſtopped, and again walked to 
the window. Talk not of acknowledgments 
I beſeech you, Colonel, (replied ſhe) your 
company has been a real ſatisfaction; let me 
hear immediately when you get to town in 
what manner you are ſituated, and if your ho- 
nour will permit your re- appearance at Bel - 
mont-abbey, it would make us all happy.” 
He kiſſed her hand, and bowed in ſilenee. 
Mrs. Duncannon pulled out her handkerchief; 
I believe there was not a dry eye in the room 
but Charlotte's ; ſhe had drained the fluices of 
her tears, and they now refuſed to flow': ſhe 
appeared the moſt ſtriking image of woe I ever 
beheld. We heard the trampling of horſes in 
the yard; Charlotte ſtarted; the Colonel came 
to her and took her hand; . will you not write 
to me, my amiable, love?” ſaid he. She 
bowed her head. Ten thouſand thanks, my 
Charlotte, I am the happieſt man alive. She 
caſt her eyes on him with the moſt expreſſive 
look, but ſpoke not. He quitted her, and ap- 
proached Mrs. Duncannon; & farewell, my 
deareſt madam; words are too weak to exprets 
my feelings for your goodneſs. My amiable 
Miss Belville, I am bee. many obligations to 
pou; may you be happy.” He kiſſed my 
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cheek; my tears. flowed apace; yet was Char- 
lotte's dry. She ſtood motionleſs obſerving 
the Colonel. He ſhook the gentlemen by the 
hand: n adieu; farewel, Sir Ed- 


ward; forget not your friend.“ He turned to 
Charlotte; ay, here is the tryal, (ſaid he, 
with viſible emotion) adieu, my dear girl.“ 


He threw his arms about her; ſhe ſunk down 


on the ſofa: „Oh, Medway, Medway ! this 


is too much, I cannot bear this !*” Her colour 
fled, and ſhe fell back lifeleſs. The Colonel 


was little better; we were all alarmed; the 


continued a conſiderable time inſenſible ; at 


laſt ſhe ſhewed ſigns of life. Mrs. Duncan- L 
non begged the Colonel to go now, leſt a ſe- 
cond parting ſhould throw her daughter into 


another fit. He once more embraced the al- 


moſt! lifeleſs. Charlotte, and ſuffered Lord 
Arundel and Sir Edward to lead him cut of 


the room. After a little While Sir- Edward re- 


turned, <6 þ told me the Colonel begged to 


ſpeak with me. I gave him my hand. When 


we came into the parlour, poor Medway was 
walking up and down in the greateſt diſorder. 
He flew to me; how is my Charlotte, Miſs 
« Upon my, 
word, Colonel, ſhe thinks you. are gone.“ 
« 'Then I muſt, not ſee her again? vou 
had better not, (anſwered I) it may be too 
oh, I muſt ſee. her, Mis 


Belville; quite recovered?“ 


much for her.” 


0 n | D 4 Belville! 
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Belvillet ſuffer me juſt to look on her but 
once more, and L will be ſatisfied.” -- «© Nay, | 
prithee George,” faid Sir Edward, « conſider, 
you may hurt her; you had better not.” Well, 
Iwill not. F Sener, my dear friends ! take 
care of my love! he drew out his handkerchief, 
and threw himfelt into the chaiſe, which was 
out of fight in/a minute. We returned to the 
dining room; but Charlotte was gone to 
her own chamber. I went to her; ſhe was in 
bed: „Adeline,“ faid ſhe, „I have not pre- 
ſerved my reſolution: I am very:weak.” ou 
did very well, my love;“ anſwered I; but 
vou had better compoſe yourſelf: Iwill ſend to 
know how you do to-morrow.“ I embraced 
her, and returned to the dining room; Sir 
Harry was there. low is this, Miſs Bel 
ville?” ſaid he, „your charming eyes have 
paid a large tribute of tears this day, to the 
misfortunes of your friend. Tis a juſt obſer- 
vation, my Lord, that beauty is never ſo irre- 
ſiſtible as in tears... Miſs Belville is irre- 
ſiſtible at all times, Sir Harry ; anſwered the 
Earl, * but peculiarly ſo, when ſuch enchant- 
ing ſenſibility is added to her other graces.“ Sit 
Edward ſighed. Tired of this <omplimentary' 
ſtrain, I told Sir Harry I wafted dis jeifure: he 
aroſe: I left my compliments for Mrs. Dan- 
cannon, and too my leave, When we were 
feat inthe carriage, he radeavourel to enter 
eo, into 
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into a particular converſation'; but T'fudjanfly 
avoided it, alledging, 'as was truly the caſe, 
my ſpirits were too mueh depreffed bs ſuffer me 
to talk. He ceafed to importune me; and im- 
perceptibly, led my thoughts from the metan- 
choly ſcene that employed them, to more plea- 
ſing reſlexions. I never knew a man in my life 
ſo entitely capable of engaging the attenti- 
on as Sir Harry. He exerted ſo many efforts 
to pleaſe me, that L was quite aſhamed to oc- 
caſion him ſo much trouble. I thanked him 
for his | endeavours' to baniſh my gloomy 
ideas; and expreſſed my concern L could 
happy with this acknowledgment; and we 
ſoon after arrived at the grove: I retired to my 
apartment as ſoon as we came in. I muff break 
off here; I am interrupted: I will reſume my 
pen before I fend this away; and inform 95 


en more 1 the unhappy cortager” 
+ 1 „ ever, N 
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Ware L aroſe the next morning; 1 ſent | 
Dy William to enquire after the. health of Miſs 
Dungannon, an and tlie reſt of — and 
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' betook myſelf to the breakfaſt parlour. I found 
Sir Harry there: he enquired after my health 
with the greateſt earneſtneſs. I have been 
anxious all night for your ſafety, Miſs Bel- 
ville,” ſaid he, thoſe violent emotions will 
hurt your gentle frame.” I have been uſed, 
Sir Harry, to violent. emotions all my life: 
many are the loſſes I have ſuſtained ; I ſhall not 

de injured by fights of woe, they are too fami- 
liar.” He took my hand, would it were in 
q my power to preſerve you fafe from every diſ- 

le emotion; I would do it at the hazard 

of my life,” I thank-you, ſir; but nothing 
you could do, or any one elfe, would remove 
my diſagreeable thoughts, and painful reflexi- 
ons: but I have learned to bear them; and it is 

only ſometimes I find myſelf yield to ſenſations 
of ſorrow. Why, Miſs Belville, do you 
talk in this ſtrain? what can have happened to 
embitter your days thus early? A ſtranger to 
every ſort of ill, no heart glows with more ami- 
able virtues than your's; why, then, are you 
fo ſeriouſly ſad ? Suffer youth to aſſert its. pri- 

vileges; and give your days to joy and love; 

you that are formed for the moſt extatic feli- 

city our nature is capable of enjoying ! why 

then waſte your days in fruitleſs lamentation 
over the tombs of thoſe who are departed'? (Ker 
this, I conjecture, my charming Adeline, is 


5 
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have loft ſome 7 Or mg friends : but yet 
heaven forbid I ſhould waſte my , days 1 in vain 
lamentations for what the unerring hand of 
wiſdom has ordained: I ſhould then be un- 
worthy of the many bleffings . the bounteous 
goodneſs of providence has ſpared me. I feel 
the loſs of thoſe I love, but J am reſi gned; 1 
am not properly unhappy. All the difference 
you behold in me, is only that I fee the vanity 
of human dependance rather ſooner than the ge- 
nerality of the world; and by a peculiarity; 
of circumſtances, have. contracted a ſerious 
turn, not common to perſons of m age and 
ſex. Thus, Sir Harry, may I be faid to be 
happier than the reſt of mankind, and for this 
reafon,---I' know, by experience, that the en- 
joyments of life are tranſient, and of little va» - 
Jue; therefore I ſet a ſmall dependance on them, 
and by bein; g prepared for their deprivation, I 
have an advantage others have not, who look 
forward in the full tide of youth and proſperity 
to a long continuation of their felicity ; and 
when their high-raiſed hopes are ſuddenly 
daſhed, they become impatient and uneaſy un- 
der the unavoidable caſualties of life. Now, 
che goodneſs of heaven has taught me, by an 
early acquaintance with adverſity, to look for- 
wards for happineſs in a world ſuperior to this; 


and i in 1 order to obtain it, has placed me here; 
has 
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has bleſſed me with the gifts of fortune, and by 
fo diſtinguiſhing me, has enabled me to do good 
to others. May I ever deſerve the favours 1 
| have received, and Iam aſſured of a reward ſur- 
1 paſſing my moſt ſanguine wiſhes.“ 0 And i is 
it polible, Miſs Belville,“ v4 replied Sir Harry, 
ie that a lady of your years can, be this philoſo- 
pher? does life, and all its allurements appear 
in this point of view to a woman hardly twenty? 
why, then, do men ſpend their whole lives in 
Taborious ſpeculations, to obtain the reputation 
of philoſophers, when at; laſt all they gain is a 
ſour, ill-natured temper, which, ſnarls at the 
reſt of the world; and becauſe they will not en- 
Joy life ee they ey will, by ling; 
imbitter the the happineſs of others „ | 
2 50e philoſophy, and uniyerſal 8 
Py : "how. amiable] how extraordinary |. whys 
Miſs Belville, are you ſo. much ſuperior to the 
reſt of the world?” you create the admixation of 
All Who fee you ; and engage their love: all 
| muſt love you.” He ſighed, and took my han andy 
K yes, charming Adeline; all muſt adore you.” 
1 Was going to anſwer, him, but Mrs. Exelin 
came into the room. How do you des my 
dear Adeline?“ faid be, « T hope you haye re- 
eovered your fatigue | ? I beg your pardon, Six | 
Harry; I fear I have exhauſted your patienc & 
but I will make the breakfaſt immediately,” 
e How e 1 1 tired, kiſter, in In, 8 
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with this ſweet girl No, had you! ſtayed an 
hour longer, I ſhould not have thought of 
breakfaſt. Very gallant, upon my word, 
Sir Harry, * pad Kuta ſhe, you improve, I 
think.“ „Ves, madam,” cried aur Ade- 
line, Sir. Harry Evelin is indeed a man of gal- 
lantry.” He was going to reply, when William 
entered, from the Abbey.“ Well, William, 
how are the ladies? Why, my good young 


adam, they are pretty well: Miſs Charlotte 


is tolerably recovered: but I haye a letter for 
you, from Sir Edwrard Wilmot. I could not 
help taking it: he came to me, and ſaid, „ho- 
neſt William here is a letter for the lovelieſt 
deen. in dhe world.“ „What, my miſtreſs, 
and pleaſe your honour? (ſays I) Ay, 


3 (replied he) give it to Miſs Belville.“ Ves, 


bleſs her, (ſays I,) Iwill give it her, your ho- 
nour; and I wiſh ſhe loved your honour as 
well as you do cher; ſhe is the ſyceteſt lady in 

the world.” Nay, prithee William, ( faid 
) Go on, William, interrupted Sir 
| Harry, and. Mrs. Evelin, yes, madam, and 
ſol wWill; J hope my dear young lady will not 
be angry: but I do love to praiſe her. Well, 
madam.; and ſo his honour, Sir Edward, told 
me ſhe was an angel: yes, and pleaſe \ your wor- 
hip, (ſays I,) ſhe is indeed; for tho' ſhe is; 
but a chicken, as I may ſay, yet ſhe does ſo; 
much good that aber rings of her. 
091348 1:1 | charity, 
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charity. I have lived with her family from a 
boy; and never do theſe old eyes expect to ſee 
ſuch another lady. (Here the poor man wiped 
his eyes.) Nay,' for matter of that, ſhe only 
takes after her father, Sir Edward Belville was 
the beſt man and beſt maſter in England. T well 
remember when young madam was born; what 
joy we had! My maſter kept open houſe for a 
week; and my lady was ſo well all that time, 
that there was no end to our joy. Ah, my dear 
Miſs Adeline, (continued he) often have I daneed 
you about before you was ſo ſine a young lady as 
you are now; and when it pleaſed God to take 
your good mother to himſelf, my poor maſter 
was almoſt diſtracted. He uſed to cry all day long, 
and often has ſaid, if it was not for his pretty 
Adeline, he ſhould not wiſh to live. Excuſe 
me, madam, but he was a good maſter to me: 
but 1 have forgot what I was ſaying about his 
honour Sir Edward Wilmot; he ſaid he would 
give ten thouſand pounds if my young lady did 
but love him. He ſhook me by the hand, and 
told me he ſhould always regard me for my af- 
| feQtion to her, and gave me a guinea: I told 
him I did not want money, that my miſtreſs 
always gave me as much as I wiſhed ; and be- 
fades I had a legacy from her father, He'beg- 
ged I would take it, and, as I did not like to 
give myſelf airs, I did. For madam, you are 
not diſpleaſed at it. "Ou at all, William,” 
a g anſwered 
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anſwered I; *I am much obliged to you for the 
regard you have always ſhewn me, andſhall 
reſpect you as your years and faithful ſervices 
deſerve ; but you had better go and pull off 
your boots, for fear you ſhould be too much 
fatigued.” He begged leave kiſs my hand, 
which I very cordially gave him : he lifted it 

to his lips with the greateſt veneration, crying 
«© Heaven bleſs you, my excellent young lady, 
never was your equal.” He hurried out of the 
room. I was very much affected with his be- 
haviour, and could not avoid ſhedding a tear. 
„ Irreſiſtible Miſs Belville,” ſaid Sir Hatry, 
e how you are beloved! deſervedly beloved; 
you are the beſt, the moſt amiable of women !” 
He ſeemed in great agitation. I did not wiſh 
to renew our former converſation, and turned 
the diſcourſe. T will beg leave, madam,” 
ſaid I, © to have my horſe got ready; I have 
a little buſineſs to ſettle at ſome diſtance,” 
« Certainly, Miſs Belville,” anſwered Mrs, 
Evelin, riſing and ringing the bell. Will 
you not permit me the happineſs of attending 
you, madam ?” demanded Sir Harry. Breck 
thank you, fir, not to-day ; I am going on a 
diſtreſsful errand, and the fewer witneſſes there 
are to miſery, the better: one would not pai 

the oppreſſed heart, Sir Harry, I will do my- 
ſelf the honour of accepting your offer this 

„ to the * if you pleaſe.” He 

bowed : 
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bowed: * You are all goodneſs, Miſs Belville, 


I will with pleaſure wait on you, I told Mrs. 
Evelin I ſhould be back to dinner, and retired 
to dreſs, 


When I was ready, 1 found William with 


the horſes in the court. I would not. have 
you go, William,” ſays L; ſurely the diftance 
will be too much for you.” „Why, madam,” 
replied he; do you think I would let you go 
with any other ſervant than myſelf? no, thank 
God, I am as well as ever I was, and as ca- 
pable of riding; ſo, my good young madam, 
if you will not let me go with you, I will fol- 
low, you, at à diſtance, and ſee no harm hap- 
pens. I found the old man was determined, 
and therefore conſented he alone ſhould attend 
me. He was infinitely happy; and away we 
went, William N oy and than. fearing I 
rode too faſt, _ 

We arrived atthe cottage 3 ve 1 

af 1 left my horſe with him, and walked up 
to it. The old woman was ſeated on the ſunny 
ſide of the door, . 4 Who do you 
want, forſooth * ſays ſhe. "66 Do. you not 
know me Tied anſwered 4. 5 Know you ? let.me 
look : ch yes, madam, you are the. fine beau- 
tiful lady that preſerved the poor girl from de- 
fruQton. Know you yes, heaven bleſs. yous 
fair Þ, 2 I think T ought. to know you: 

dome into my poor cottage (contigueddhe), ky 
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me ſay I haye had the beſt creature in che whole 
world in my houſe. But I will move this great 
thing out of the way (ſhoving her ſpinning 
wheel aſide), here is not room for your lady- 
ſhip to come in.“ Where is your gueſt, 
good woman? anſwered IJ. I 1 will tell her 
you are here, madam, ſaid ſhe, going out of 
the room. She ſoon returned with the young 
lady. As ſhe appeared, Oh, my preſerrer, 
exclaimed ſhe, falling at my feet, how 
ſhall I thank you? you have ſaved an infant 
from ſtarying; you have eaſed the anxious, 
diſtracted boſom. of a mother. Ah | madam, 
what words can thank you? what gratitude will 
be ſufficient to expreſs my ſenſe of your good- 
neſs?” Her tears {topped her proceeding. I held 
out my. hand to raiſe her. Riſe, I beſeech 
you,” ſaid, I; * kneel not to me, I am more 
than paid for the trifle I gave you by theſe ac- 
knowledgments. What have I done more than 
any one elſe would have done in ſuch a ſitua- 
tion? Compoſe yourſelf ; I will, if you pleaſe, 
aſſiſt you further, I come for that purpoſe: 
heaven has bleſſed me with affluence; I give 
you only what I ſhould. beſtow on another te- 
ſtrain, then, your gratitude: for what” is your 
right; Lam no more than the agent of heaven. 
To the ſupreme power of the univerſe direct 
your thanks; tis there only you owe them.“ 
be anus: lady,” exclauned the poor girl, 


(e you 
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- 4 you are; indeed, worthy the name of goodneſs ; 
you follow the bright example of our great 
creator, and are deſervedly diſtinguiſhed by his 
bleflings,” If you will permit me, madam,” 
ſaid I, “ to enquire your name, and the par- 
ticulars of your ſituation, I may be better en- 

abled to extricate you from your preſent unea- 
ſineſs.” dhe heſitated and -bluſhed : I ſaw her 
confuſion, and wiſhed to relieve it. You 
need not fear any reproaches from me, even if 
you think you have deſerved them. I can pity 
the foibles of human nature; I have too many 
myſelf, to be over rigorous to others : have 
you no friends? Alas l madam,” anſwered 

"ſhe, 4 I had many, I fear I have not one now; 
my own folly has undone me, and I am deſti- 
tute of every comfort.” She wept and wrung 
her hands in the greateſt agony. I let her tears 
flow for ſome time without interruption, till 
ſeeing the violence of her grief a little abated, 
I-ventured to addreſs her again. Whatever 
your misfortunes may have been, I ſeek not 
to know them; I ſee the recolle&ion of them 
is painful and diſagrecable: conſider what way 
of life you would chuſe to adopt, and. I will 
furniſh you with money to purſue it; or, if you 
had rather continue in ſolitude. ' inform me 
what you imagine will ſupport yourſelf and 
your child, and I will enable you to ſtay in 
"MY Forge with the comfortable neceſſaries of 
| life, 
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life, or remove you to any other you like bet- 
ter. Perhaps your friends may not be inexo- 
rable. If you will inform me in what man- 
ner you have offended them, I will endeavour, 
by a proper repreſentation of your preſent pe- 
nitence, to reconcile them to you; but if the 
circumſtances are ſuch as would pain you to 
diſcloſe, or you had rather have them totally 
obliterated, I would not preſs to know them 
for the world.” © You are intitled, madam,” 
anſwered ſhe, to my utmoſt confidence; but 
if your goodneſs would ſpare me the horrid ac- 
count, I ſhall be infinitely happy. As to my 
friends, I deſpair of ever being reconciled to 
them; I have nothing to depend on but your 
promiſed bounty ; and but for you, my un- 
happy infant and myſelf had been beyond the 
reach of misfortune ere now. Your chwity 
has ſaved.us, madam, from the jaws of death,” 
«No more of that,” ſaid I; inform me what 
' you: wiſh, and if I can gratify it, you may 
depend on me,” The ſeverity of my fortune, 
madam, renders a thought of happineſs vain; 
all I deſire is to be capable of providing neceſ- 
{aries for the poor child to whom I have given 
life. Although I am not hardened enough to 
recite the whole of my unfortunate life to you, 
yet I will inform you of ſome particulars that 
may account to you for the infant's being here · 
M wt friends are honeſt and worthy people, 

though 
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though not dignified by rank or title; my eda« 
cation was, good, and I was loved with the 

greateſt fondneſs by them all, till a fatal acci- 
| dent threw me from their love: wed eee en 
man of condition: . — his ad cin 
racter, L truſted to the falſeneſs of his profeſ- 
Lions, and was fatally undone, Betrayed by 

my own vanity, I . fondly hoped his love 
might lead him to raiſe me to his title and for- 
tune; and, i in an evil hour, quitted my father's 
houſe, and. threw myſelf into his power. Too 
ſoon, 4 1 found that a diſtinguiſhed rank 
Was no ſecurity againſt. baſeneſs. Deprived of 
every hope, I was forced to ſeek an aſylum in 
the arms of my betrayer, and fall the victim 
of his infamous arts. For a time he preſerved 
the appearance of love; but wearied and diſ- 
guſted vrith my tears and complaints, he told 
me not long ſince, I muſt ſeek ſome other pro- 
tector, unleſs I would receive his bounty as I 
ought, a and be thankful ſor his care of me. As 
I was near my time, this cruelty threw me in- 
to labour: 1 brought that little miſerable 
wretch into the world to endleſs remorſe and 
mis fortune. When I was well enough, I de- 
termĩned to leave the vile, the cruel deſtroyer 
of my happineſs, and ſeek ſome ſubſiſtence by 
the. labour of my hands. Accordingly, one day 
I put together ſhe things I could. _ my we. 
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and taking all the money 1 was poſſeſſed of, 
which amounted to no more than five guineas, 


ſet off with my miſerable child for ſome part of 
the world, T cared not where, fo as it was far 
from my betrayer. -I ſaw a coach that was 
coming down hither, and took a place in it; 
they left me at the neareſt town, and I rambled 
about in fearch of fome houſe to reſt in, whe 
fortunately this cottage ſtruck, my eyes. The 
old woman ſuffered me to board with her 
for a very moderate fum, and T had ſtayed till 
my money was gone, and muſt have Tank be- 
neath the want of neceffaries, had not) your good- 
niels relieved md. Here the pöor ſufferer 
ſtopped und 1 confoled her as much as 70 0 
J gave her ten guineas, and agreed with 7 
old woman for the board of her and her child; 
I affured her 1 did not regard her as leſs amiable 
for her unfortunate deyiation from virtue, and 
ſhe might depend on my aſſiſtance and protec- 
tion for the future, if ſhe behaved well. She 
overwhelmed me with the effuſions of her grä- 
titude, and Promiſed never again to ſwerye 
from what was right, a 1 left her, and returned 
to ge Grove with that heart-felt ſerenity that 
mu 8 ever attend doing a good action. fag 42 
TR | Mam, Was furprized at my lang ta, 
and hearing the old woman bleſs me as I le 
the cottage, ſaid he ſuppoſed I had been making 
the heart of age exult with joy. © 66) Surely, 
8 . 


my dear young lady, (ſaid he) a bleſſing muſt 
attend all who have any concern with you; I 
would not quit your ſervice to be ſeated on a 
throne,” I thanked this honeſt creature, my 
Harriet, and returned home. I had juſt time 
to dreſs before dinner, after which Sir Harry 
and I drank tea at the Abbey; Mrs. Evelin 
declined it. We found Charlotte better than 
we expected, though very low ; the reſt were 
well, but both my Lord and Sir Edward were 
melancholy; we promiſed to ſpend a day with 
them ſoon, and left them early. My thoughts 
were very much engaged on the mournful ſtory 
J had heard. Sir. Harry, ſeeing me grave, 
avoided any particularities. Adieu, my dear 
Harriet; let me hear all that happens to you, 
and believe me your ſincerely affectionate 

'  ADELINE BELVILLE. 


Sir Harry EvELINt Captain MonTAGUE. 


Myrele-Grove. 


Us PON my ſoul, Montague, I am ruined 
if I ſhould be diſcovered, Curſe on my un- 
fortunate fate! I fear Miſs Belville will hate, 
will deſpiſe me; but let me inform you of this 
deviliſh accident. Some mornings ago, . Ade- 
line, ordered her horſe to go out; I offered my 
attendance, but ſhe declined its this 1 0 
me; ſhe * before received a letter from Sir 
; Edward 
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Edward Wilmot, and I conjeQtured this expe- 
dition was to meet him. I- followed her at a 
diſtance, in order to obſerve her motions. I 
ſaw. her enter a mean little cottage about five 
miles from the Grove, and having ſtayed ſome 


time, came out again, alone: this ſurprized - 
me, and I was determined to ſtand centinel 


before the ſpot, and if poſſible diſcover the in- 
habitants. Miſs Belville rode off with her ſer- 
vant, and I advanced; towards this lowly man- 
ſion, and knocked at the door, which was 
opened by an old woman. Pray, Goody, 


(ſays I) who has that lady been to ſee in your 


houſe that juſt now left it? I inſiſt upon 
knowing, for I am intereſted in' every thing 
that concerns her.” I looked very ſour; the 


woman was frightened :' © I hope your wor- 


ſhip will not be angry with the ſweet young 


lady for her goodneſs; mayhap you are her fa- 


ther or brother, but if you think ſhe has given 
me too much, I am willing to take leſs.” ** You 
need not fear my anger againſt the lady (not 
contradicting her idea of my being related to 
her) only inform me for what purpoſe ſhe 
came, and I will give you money, inſtead of 


taking it away.” | Thank your honour, (re- 


plied ſhe, curtſeying) I will indeed truly tell 
you all I know: that pretty lady, whoſe name 
I do. not know, ſtopped here about a fortnight 
80, 225 ne ey and three gentlemen, to 

ſhelt ex 
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ſhelter themſelves from a hard ſhower of rain; 
and hearing me ſay I had a poor young creature 
in my houſe who Was very unhappy, this 
young gentlewoman begged me to let her ſee 
Her, which I did, and ſhe gave her a great 
many guineas, and promiſed to help her out of 
her misfortunes the told her ſhe would call 
on her again in a little While, and give her 
more This day ſhe came and agreed with me 
for her board; ſhe gave the poor 8 
ten guineas, anch is but Juſt gone.“ wad 
Before I could anſwer her, we heard a vio- 
Jent ſcream from the room above. The old 
woman haſtened to the relief of the diſtreſſed 
perſon, but I, being rather nimbler, g gained the 
room from hence the voice proceeded firſt, 
*Fhe object that ſtruck my eyes was truly ſhock- 
Ang; Miſs Smyth lay extended on the floor 
Without motion, and her helpleſs infant by her. 
The unexpected ſight of this unhappy woman, 
reduced by me to that deplorable fituation, ren- 
dered me almoſt as lifeleſs as herſelf. (I be- 
Tieve, Montague, I did not inform you that this 
gitl had left the lodgings F had provided her 
with” immediately, after ber _Tying-in, ſince 
Wbich time 'T neyer heard of her) I was 
rouzed from my ſtupid ſurpriz by her re- 
covery; the, faintly. caft her eyes on me; with 
. words: « alas, Sir Harry, wil you never 
RO me to reſt f * the old woman 
IR! Was 
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was preſent, ſhe bluſhed, and begged her to 
leave the room, ſaying, this gentleman is 


well known to me, which was the occaſton of 


my fainting on hearing his voice.” When we 


were alone, ſhe took her child and burſt into 


tears: „Alas, my miſerable boy, what will 
become of thee! thy inhuman father; not con- 
tent with ſtamping infamy upon thee, will till 
perſecute and ruin us! Ah, Sir Harty, why 
did you again ſeek to find me? I hoped 1 
might have paſſed my wretched: days in this 
remote corner, free from the obſervations: of 

the cruel world, whoſe good opinion I had fore 


feited . At laſt I found my ſpeech: 4+ My 
ſurprize, Miſs Smyth, (ſaid I) has hitherto 


kept me ſilent; the accidental meeting you in 


this place, (for I aſſure you it was entirely ac- 
cidental)- amazes me as much as it can yo 


the extraordinary flight you were © pleaſed: to 


make from Lans, had effectually diſguſted 
meg and I ſhould not have thoughtof renewing : 


our correſpondenice by again. ſeeking you, had 
not the ſingularity of this day's cireumſtances 


brought you to my ſight : but whois this lady 


no bas been fo great a friend to out, 41 


have too long been accuſtomed to your: cruelty, 
Sir Harry, to be amazed at it; but I have for= 
tunately met with an angel, who notlogly-pi= 


ties, but relieves my diſtreſs. I have held her 
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of my life, ſhe is ignorant from whom they 


_ qualities, is, I am very certain, ſcandalous 
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ſheds a [gentle tear at my frailty. Leave me, 
fir, in the hands of this beft of women, and I 


may yet be happy. 


I w was in agonies at howing her fay ſhe had 


told her ſtory ; but putting on an air of com- 
poſure, addreſſed her thus: And ſo, Miſs 
Smyth, you have thought proper to expoſe 
yourſelf and me to this lady, whoever ſhe is? 
Do you not know her then?” (ſaid ſhe) 
Ves, (anſwered I) I know too much of her 
and you too: how could you be ſuch a ſimple- 
ton thus to publiſh my name? No, Sir 
Harry, I have not publiſhed your name z- cruel 
as you are, I yet had ſome regard left for you; 
and though this lady knows the: circumſtances 


have happened.” 
My hopes revived: at this infamnation, and 1 


found I had but one way to proceed. After 


this meeting, Miſs Belville muſt have no more 


interviews with this girl, thought I; therefore 
ſome method muſt be contrived to remove her. 
I turned to Miſs Smyth, and was determined 
to try to wake the tenderneſs that I knew lay 
dormant in her heart for me: My dear Fanny, 
(ſaid I, taking ther hand) you have infinitely 
obliged me by this prudent concealment of my 
name; I could not bear the idea that you had 
expoſed me to this girl, who, with all her good 


„ 
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and malicious: let us mutually forget 
and forgive; we have. been both to blame; 
perhaps I have been moſt ſo; lay aſide 
your reſentment, my ſtill loved Fanny, and 
once more make me happy by putting yourſelf | 
under my protection.“ She looked at me, as 
doubting whether I meant what I, ſaid; her 
fine eyes ſtrongly inclined to forgive me; (to 
ſay the truth, Montague, ſhe is very pretty) 
then caſting a tender glance at the boy that lay 
ſmiling on the bed before her, again ſhe burſt 
into tears: Oh, Sir Harry, ſeek not to de- 
ſtroy me a ſecond time; I am, by the good 
neſs, of heayen, at preſent under the protection 
of an amiable and bountiful lady; leave mè to 
my miſerable fate; let my ſad hours paſs on in 
penitence and ſorrow for my offences, nor, by 
enticing my ſteps to ſtray, involve my ſoul in 
guilt: your fatal love has been my bane; yes, 
I did love you, moſt tenderly nd you; nays 
even now, ſpite of my wrongs,” - 

I ſaw, this was the time to carry my point, 
and was determined not to let the opportunity 
flip ; but throwing my arms about her, endea- 
voured by every tenderneſs: in my power to 
ſoften ker to my purpoſe. When I ſaw her 
love revive, I ventured to propoſe my ſcheme: 
« My dear Miſs Smyth, (ſaid I) why do you 
weep, and by vain lamentations render your- 
ſelf miſerable? Conſider, my charming girl, 
you may yet live with the man you love; con- 

E 2 conſent, 
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ſent, and I will convey you from this place to 
one of my own ſeats, where you ſhall reign ab- 
ſolute miſtreſs : true, this lady may do ſome- 
thing for you for a time, but her bounty 1 is 
very | precarious ; ſhe may withdraw it, and 
then you and my little Harry will have no 
means of ſupporting life; not that I would in- 
ſinuate this young lady would not do all in her 
power for you, but ſhe is very young; her 
friends or guardians may diſcover how ſhe be- 
ſtows her money, and by enquiries find out on 
whom; all are not equally generous, but cru- 
elly conclude, becauſe a woman has had an 
honourable affair with a gentleman, ſhe ought 
to be deſpiſed and diſregarded by all her ſex. 
If this (ſhould be the caſe, what will become 
of you? How much better would it be for 
you to throw yourſelf into the arms of him 
who loves you, than by an obſtinate adherence 
to your determination, bring on your own 
ruin?” Here ] ſtopped, and ſhe appeared irre- 
ſolute, and debating within herſelf. Finding 
the was not determined, I proceeded : « My 
dear Fanny, I have but one thing more to 
urge, which I hope will have the deſired effect: 

J will not have my ſon brought up in this fe- 
cluſion; whatever you may imagine, I have 
more regard for him; I mean to take proper 
care of him, and if you will not conſent to 
leave this mean cottage, you muſt take leave 
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of Am: for he ſhall not be nurſed among ſa- 


vages.” I found I had at laſt adopted the 
right method; | ſhe took the boy in her arms, 
and burſting into tears exelaimed, Oh, my 
dear, my helpleſs Harry, muſt I be torn from 
thee; muſt then thy wretched mother loſe thee, 
her only comfort]! No, my child, death only 
ſhall part us; thou haft been my companion 
for a long time; thy innocent ſmiles my only 
conſolation.” - Then kiſſing and laying him 
again on the bed, ſhe: turned to me; * Yes, 


Sir Harry, you have prevailed, I am ready to 
go wherever you pleaſe; I cannot conſent to 


part with my poor boy, wretched as you have 


made me: I will * throw myſelf on Tow 


| If 


1 claſped her to my boſom with well-diſfem- 
bled fondneſs, and thanked her for her kind- 
neſs; 1 told her I would fend Harris with 2 
chaiſe to fetch her away that evening, as ſhe 


could not require any time to prepare for this 
journey; that lie ſhould © convey her to my 
houſe in Wiltſhire, where I would follow her 
as ſoon as prudence would allow; and in the 
moſt ſolemn manner aſſured her ſhe might de- 


pend on my affection and aſſiſtance- 1 again 


embraced her and her child, and after inform- 


ing the old woman the lady in her houſe was 4 
relation of mine, left the cottage, full of a 


* fears, leſt: Miſs Belville ſhould by 
* 3 ſome 
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youu the united misfortunes of being deſerted 
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ſome accident come to the knonlege of the 
nn 


When I returned home, the firſt ching I aid 4 


was to ſeek the gentle Adeline, who, I was 


informed, was walking in the garden. I flew 


thither, and found my ſiſter and the lovely 
maid together; no cloud was viſible on her 
beauteous countenance, but pure, exalted vir- 
tue ſat in ttiumph on her brow, and a modeſt 


dignity: ſhone - through - her whole perſon. 


Oh; dene I hated myſelf at that moment 


- her ſuperiority was intolerable; I could have 


Laddrefied my ſiſter firſt : I fear, Mrs. Evelin, 
J have made you wait dinner; but the day was 
Jo fine, it tempted me to ride farther than I 
intended. No, you have not, Sir Harry, 
anſwered my ſiſter; I did riot intend dining ſo 


ſoon as uſual to-day, as I thought perhaps:Miſs 


Belville would not be at home.” ©. You are 


obligingly conſiderate, madam,” anfwered the 
ſweet Adeline. Have you been long return- 


ed, Miſs Belville ?” (faid I). | << Not a great 


while, Sir; I, like you, was enchanted with - 


. the beauty of the morning, and did not haſten 


my return. I have been, madam, (continued 


ſhe) on a pleaſing employment. (Oh, how my 


heart fluttered ) By accident I diſcovered the 
retreat of a very unhappy girl, who laboured 


by 
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by the world and reproached by her own heart. 

. Ruined and betrayed by him the: loved, ſhe 
pined her hapleſs days in mifery and tears, with- 
out the common neceſſaries of life, She was 
infinitely diſtreſſed, when, by good fortune, I 
happened to difcover her.” Fou are an 
excellent girl, my dear Adeline,” anfwered my 
ſiſter ; * and, by your uncommon: beneficence, 
make numbers happy; but you may not always 
beſtow it on good and proper objects. There 
appears too much myſtery in the prefent cafe. 
'Why ſhould this young woman, unleſs ſhe was 
very bad, ſeek to hide herſelf? Surely, the 
muſt have ſome friends.“ «Yes, madam, but 
ſhe has offended them“ e Then ſhe is not 
worthy your munificence, my dear; I ſuppoſe 
ſome worthleſs baggage, who lives upon the 
young and compaſſionate: I ſhould not wonder 
to hear vou wap robbed one day or other,” 
6 Alas, madam,” " anſwered the mild angel, 
4 there is no danger of my being robbed, unleſs 
of my tears. This unfortunate girl has met 
with cruel uſage from a worthleſs lover.” She 
caſt her penetrating eyes on me; I would have 
given worlds to have been abſent : but putting 
the beſt face on the matter, I took her. hand, 
and looked confidently in her face, which in- 
ſtantly occaſioned her eyes to be withdrawn 
from me. I agree with my ſiſter entirely in 
this caſe,” ſaid I; * you will, I fear, meet in this 
6 . girl, 
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girl, ſome creature not worthy your attention 5 
ſome arttul, deſigning woman, whoſe : buſineſs 
is deceit : your amiable and benevolent diſpoſi- 
tion renders you liable to be impoſed upon. I 
hope this woman may not turn out bad, but 
indeed I fear it.” I had rather be deceived, 
Sir Harry,” anſwered the, © in nine inſtances 
out of ten, than, by withholding my aſſiſtance 
from one worthy, perſon, render. them unhappy. 
If I miſapply my charity, I am not to blame; 
all are liable to be impoſed upon. by a ſpecious 
appearance; but I ſhould be inexcuſable to. 
make that an excuſe for not aſſiſting diſtreſſed 
objects. I ſhall be forry i if this woman ſhould 
prove 2 deceiver ; but I.cannothelp it: I bave 
only acted as I ought in the trifling afliſtance I 
have ordered her; and I ſhall with pleaſure da 
every thing in my power to increaſe her felicity, 
if her future conduct is regulated by virtue,” 
We were called to dinner, which, broke off the 
diſcourſe; but 1 was ſufficiently ſatisfied my 
_ Charmer knew nothing of conſequence. Elated 
beyond idea at my hair-breadth eſcape, I chat- 
ted away with unuſual fluency. As I was to 
attend Miſs Belville in the afternoon to the 
Abbey, I had but little time to ſettle. my plan 
with Harris, who quickly underſtood me, and 
_ Promiſed to convey Miſs Smyth with'the great- 
eſt expedition to Ruſhbrook-Caſtle in Witt- 
ſhice. . e to Ver, a walk, as s far 
* 
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as the neighbouring town, and there take a 
chaiſe - and- four. This matter concluded, 1 
attended my fair enſlaver to Mrs. Duncannon's, 
and was more and more convinced ſhe knew 
not I was the cruel man who had ruined the 
fair fame of the poor cottager. ' Thus, Mon- 
tague, you have the whole account of this diſ- 
agreeable affair. I am ſtill in a thouſand fears, 
le, by ſome accident, Miſs Belville ſhould 
diſcover I am concerned in her elopement. I 
muſt manage the matter with a great deaf of 
art, and if the old woman ſhould ever ſee me, 
Ido not imagine ſhe would know me, as 1 hid 
my face as 2 as poſſiblee. 
Harris is to write me a letter to beg pardour 
for lris ſudden difappearance but his father 
was taken very ill, and is not expected to live, 
therefore he could not ſtay till I returned, leſt 
he ſhould come too late to ſee him alive. This 
will account to my ſiſter for his ſudden depar- 
ture. My gentle, unſuſpecting love, will not 
have an idea of a plot. Thus, Montague, L 
hope, this matter will blow over, and no more 
diſturbance ariſe from that plaguy womans 
Would to:God L had never ſeen her}: I flatter- 
ed myſelf ſhe Was fairly off; but no-ſuch luck 
attends me. I heard Symth her father was dead, 
they ſay of a broken heart, for the loſs of this 
girl. 1 have no patience with the old fool ;. 
mu did he expect from his daughter? 
E 5 _ hang 
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girl, ſome ereature not worthy: your attention 8 
ſome arttul, deſigning woman, whoſe buſineſs 
is deceit : your amiable and benevolent, diſpoki- 
tion renders you liable to be impoſed upon. 1 
hope this woman may not turn out bad, but 
indeed I fear it,” I had rather be deceived, 
Sir Harry,” anſwered ſhe, . in nine inſtances 
out of ten, than, by withholding my aſſiſtance 
from one worthy perſon, render them unhappy. 
If 1 miſapply my charity, I am not to blame ; 
all are liable to be impoſed upon by a ſpecious 
appearance; but I ſhould be inexcuſable to. 
make that an excuſe for not affifting diſtreſſed 
objects. I ſhall be forty i if this woman ſhould 
prove a deceiver ; hut I cannot help it: I bave 
only acted as I ought in the trifling aſſiſtance I 
have ordered her ; and I ſhall with pleaſure do 
every thing in my power to increaſe her felicity, 
if her future conduct is regulated by virtue,” 
We were called to dinner, which, broke off the 
_ diſcourſe ;. but 1 was ſufficiently ſatisfied my 
charmer knew nothing of conſequence. Elated 
beyond idea at my hair-breadth eſcape, I chat- 
ted away with unuſual fluency. As I was to 
attend Miſs Belville in the afternoon to the 
Abbey, J had but little time to ſettle my plan 
with Harris, who quickly underſtood me, and 
_ Promiſed to convey Miſs Smyth with the great 
eſt expedition to Ruſhbrook-Caſtle in Witt- 
ſhire, He was to. g9 to Ver, * walk. as far 
as 
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as the neighbouring town, and there take a 


chaiſe-and- four. Fhis matter concluded, I by 
attended my fair enſlaver to Mrs. Duncannon's, 


and was more and more convinced ſhe knew 
not I was the cruel man who had ruined the 
fair fame of the poor cottager. Thus, Mon- 
tague, you have the whole account of this diſ- 
agreeable affair. I am ſtill in a thouſand fears, 
leſt, by ſome accident, Miſs Belville ſhould 
diſcover I am concerned in her elopement. I 
muſt manage the matter with a great deaf of 
art, and if the old woman ſhould ever tee me, 
I do not: imagine ſhe would know me, as I hid 
my face as much as poſſible. e.. 
Harris is to write me a letter to beg pardot 

for his ſudden difappearance but his father 
was taken very ill, and is not expected to live, 
therefore he could not ſtay till I returned, leſt 
he ſhould come too late to ſee him alive.” This 


will account to my ſiſter for his ſudden depar- 


ture. My gentle, unſuſpecting love, will not 
have an idea of a plot. Thus, Montague, I 
hope, this matter will blow over, and no more 
diſturbance ariſe from that plaguy womam 
Would to: God L had never ſeen her +: I flatter» 
ed myſelf ſne Was fairly off; but no-ſuch luck 
attends me. I heard Symth her father was dead, 
they ſay of a broken heart, for the loſs of this 
girl. I have no patience with the old my 
what: did he expect from his daughter? 
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| have wrote a very long letter 3 let me hear from 

| you: I cannot account for your filence. I hope 

Emilia has laid aſide her intention of taking a 

trip into the other world, yet awhile. Preſent 

my reſpects to her; remember me to my two - 
dear boys; I really love the young rogues. Let 
Emily hear this part of my letter, it will raiſe 
arp en 18850 your's, | 


Henry EvzLx. 


$ P 8. Inform r me if Dr. has attended 
| ve A yſcough: I have great dependance on 
his kill : if he has not been called in, let him 
| EWA 


- 


c Mzpwar to 2 DUNCANXON, 


_ George-ftreet. 


Tur E Sr: ericinent I have at my own diſpoſal 

- ſet down to dedicate it to my Charlotte. Oh, 

my ſweet girl! what did I endure in the cruel 
moment of our ſeparation ! Your tender, your 
affectionate behaviour, has eternally endeared 

you to me: my whale life will be too ſhort to 

_ expreſs my gratitude for your goodneſs: with 
pangs unutterable I left. you, in that heart- 
rending ſituation {I came to town more dead 
than alive. My uncle was arrived before me; 
I was ſeixſibly affected by his goodneſs; and ex- 
ee „ could: but my 
0 4. heart 
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heart was oppreſſed with a melancholy L in vain | 


ſtrove to ſhake off. He obſerved it, and being 
informed of the cauſe, generouſly endeavoured 


to entertain me, by his lively and agreeable ob- J 
ſervations. He told me the old caſtle was ſafe 


in the hands of three maids, and a duenna, 
which he hoped would effectually deter any at- 
tempts to take it; and that altho he had not 
left it for many years before, yet, dear 
George, (continued he,) I could not bear to 
lie inactive by, while you was going to fight 
for your king and country ; TI was determined 
to make one grandeffort, and therefore, in ſpite 
of the twinges I felt in my toes, I reſolved to 
ſet out for London, and bid you adieu, Upon 
my declaring my intention, and ordering Joe 
to prepare the coach, and my old grey geld- 
ings, the whole houſe was ſtruck with aſtoniſh- 
ment; and I believe the female part of the fa- 
mily think I am mad.” Thus did Sir William 
ſtrive to baniſh my ſeriouſneſs, but his obliging 


endeavours proved ĩneffectual. At parting, for 
the night, he ſhook me by the hand, ſaying, if 


Remember, my boy, you are engaged i in a 
noble cauſe; and if you fall, I ſhall mix a tear 
of triumph with thoſe of grief. The good old 
man haſted from me to hide his concern at the 
idea of my loſs: F retired to bed, but not to 


ſleep ; the charming ſenſibility of my Charlotte 
kept me waking. How did J lament, for thy 
Tt | ſake, g 
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j ; ſake, the neceſſity of our ſeparation ! but. yet, 
my amiable girl, we may, (ſaid I to myſelf) 
meet again; ſhortly meet, no more to be parted. 

$2 $48 This charming idea at laſt brought my thoughts 
to a ſtate of compoſure; and I dropped aſleep. 
In the morning I went to the war-office, and 
found J was not draughted: the lot had fallen 
to a young man, who was very happy at it, "1 
haſted to my uncle, to inform him of this agree- 
able change: J found he was in a high fever; 
the journey, and agitation of his ſpirits were 
too much for him, and I feared for his life. 
He expreſſed the utmoſt happineſs at my eſcape, 
and ſaid, tho he would have endeayoured to 
' ſupport the tryal of my leaving the kingdom, 
if my honour had required it; yet he ſhould 
never have borne my loſs. Oh, my Charlotte 
What a weight of woe is ſpared me by this turn 
of fortune! When J left England before, I had 
no ſuch tender inducements to detain me: the 
violence of youth, and a martial turn, led me 
to ſeek fame in the field of danger: I valued 
not my life, and was ready to reſign it for my 
King, and country, at a moment's warning. 
But now my ſituation is changed: held in the 
gentle chains of love, I am emboldened to look 
up with hope to the moſt accompliſhed, ef her 
fex. I am allowed to think her valuable, heart 
is not indifferent to me ; ; can it then be a matter 
al . my Charlotte, I ſhould wiſh to 
; tay 
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fir where the happineſs of my life is centered? 
No, the feeling is too natural for any to con- 
.demn it. I ſhould have informed you of this 
fortunate turn in my affairs the moment I had 
myſelf known it, but my uncle's indiſpoſition 
engaged all my time. I left him not day nor 
night, till his phyſicians thought him out of 
danger, when I fat down to convey this, dare 
I fay pleaſing intelligence? to my lovely Char- 
lotte. I would return, and throw myſelf at your 
feet, but Sir William inſiſts T ſhall go with 
him to the caſtle: he ſays he has ſpared me long 
enough to love, and that you will have much 
more of my company than he ſhall; as, in all 
human probability, he will ſoon be deſtined to 
quit the buſy theatre of life: and he intreats, 
if I have any affection for him, I will, by my 
ſociety, endeavour to make the clofe of his ex- 
iſtence happy. Vou muſt allow this was a plea 
not to be anſwered, and I conſented to oblige 
him. Suffer me, my beloved girl,; toavailmy- 
ſelf of the promiſe you made of writing; and 
tho” the dreaded expedition is laid aſide, yet let 
me intreat you will favour me, now and then, 
with a letter: reflect it is all IJ have to conſole | 
me in your abſence; deprive me not of this fe · 
licity, if you have any pity. But I flatter my- 
ſelf your generous heart will ſcorn to give pain 
to mine, as you have nobly acknowledged you 
honour me with your regard. Preſent my moſt: 
= grate- 
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grateful reſpects to you r excellent mother, and 
tell her I ſhall ever — it the chief happineſs 
of my life, next to rendering myſelf agreeable 


to you, to. expreſs my ſenſe of her goodneſs, 


and the many obligations ſhe has conferred on 
me. If you will be ſo kind, my Charlotte; to 


thank the charming Miſs Belville for me, I 


ſhall be for ever indebted to you: her gentle 


ſenſibility, and uncommon tenderneſs, call for 
my warmeſt acknowledgments. Oh, that ſhe . 


felt the ſmalleſt ſpark of that animating paſſion 
that fires my breaſt, for either of my friends 
but yet, one muſt be unhappy; and perhaps 
her indifference is a blefling. The. Earl, and 


| Sir Edward are remembered by me with affec- 
tion. Adieu, my ever beloved Charlotte 


words are too weak to tell you how much you 


-- GEORGE Mzpwar. 


ee by e ever 5 and devoted 


_ i BaLvitus to 0 ABINTON, 


| r. the-Grove, 
I: THANK: you, my deareſt Harriet, for 
your-laſt letter; * but indeed, you exalt this 
little action of mine beyond what it deſerves. 
Fhis unfortunate woman has received no more 
from: me than the was entitled = as _ ey 


„ wn lov deere. 
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of miſery... Mrs. Evelin, and Sir Harry, ſeem 


"rather to condemn my munificence; and, both 

tell me I ſhall find an impoſtor in this girl. 
Heaven forbid, for her own ſake; but if it 
ſhould. be ſo, I ſhall conſole myſelf with the 
| reflexion, that I would have contributed to. her 
happineſs, as much as was in my power. Vou 


are angry I did not ſend you Sir Edward's let- 


ter, or the ſubſtance of it: take then, my dear 


girl, all that is material in it. He tells me he 


has not pardoned himſelf for the violence of his 
behaviour; but that he finds he is nat maſter of 
his paſſions, 'and hopes my forgiveneſs for the 
madneſs of them, now. as well as hereafter ; 
tho? he aſſured me he would endeavour to keep 
them within bounds, as much as poſſible. Much 
of penitence, everlaſting love and- tenderneſs 
beſides : he (concludes: with begging I will a 
ſure him I am reconciled to him, under my own 
hand, and that I regard him as I did before. 


I complied with his requeſt, and wrote: him 


word he was dear to me as ever.--- There, I 


hope you are ſatisfied, as to this matter. I am 


ſorry your introduction to the Mifs Thompfons 
was delayed, as I wiſh all my Harriet's trials 
over; and that her gentle mind, peaceful and 
ſerene, may enjoy the tranquil delights of mu- 
tual and ſucceſsful love. I have the pleaſure 
to inform you Colonel Medway goes not abroad, 
ane 234 ſriend ſeems to have recovered her viva- 


es | 


- 
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city. | Ihe came here this morning with an 
open letter in her hand, which ſhe flung on 
my toilet. Read that, Adeline, and then 
join me in rejoicing; it is from the Colonel.” 41 
do indeed, congratulate you, Charlotte, (re- 
turned I,) and hope your happineſs will. meet 
with no further interruptions; but that you 
may ſpeedily bleſs the amiable Medway with 


your hand.” Lord, my dear! you would 


not marry me the minute he is in no danger of 


hopping off? No, the caſe is quite altered now. 
1 bad projected a moſt excellent feheme, which 
is now all fruſtrated : I ſwear I have a good 


mind not to marry him at all, fordiſappointing 
me.” What do you mean, Charlotte? are 
you not happy that he does not leave the king- 


dom?“ „Why, yes; on one account I am, 


and on another I am ſorry. He has no chance 
of being killed by the enemy here, you know); 
. (fo far very well,) but then, had he gone, it 


would have been delightful to have been cele- 
brated for love and generoſity. I had determined 


to follow him, diſguiſed i in the habiliments of 
a youthful warrior, I would haye ſhared: his 
dangers; and to tell you my real ſentiments, 


Adeline, I think I ſhould have made as good a 


figure in my martial attire, and have behavedas 
well as many of the pretty fellows who have the 
honour: of leading his majeſty's men forth 


_—_ n an of forgign kingdoms,” 


aL S | « Ay, 
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« Ay, 'tis very well, Charlotte; now your 
| fears are over you may talk i in this manner: but. 
from my heart, I am glad the Colonel does not 
go. He is a moſt agreeable and deſerving man, 
and merits happineſs, as much as any one; I 
know you only can confer it, | Rejoice then, 
my dear girl, it is in your power, by inſuring 
his, to put your on beyond all doubt, as far 
as mortality will admit: you may be bappy» 
if you pleaſe; do not then, for the enjoyment 
of a ae levity, pain a heart whoſe de- 
light is obliging you.“ 6 Adeline, (replied 
ſhe) Iam N ſenſible of the juſticeand 
propriety of your advice; but I have been fo, 
long accuſtomed to ſuffer myſelf to laugh at 
people, eſpecially Medway, that for my life L 
cannot check a ſtrong propenſity. I have to turn 
his ſerious epiſtle into a joke. Believe me, this | 
ariſes not from inſenſibility, but the natural 
bent of my diſpoſition. Ian happier than I 
can expreſs that he does not leave England; 
but I cannot be ſeriouſly happy. Every body 
will find, by my vivacity, that George is ſafe 
in home quarters. I expe& a long lecture from 
my mother, about my gaiety, but I cannot help 
it: as to my Lord, and Sir Edward, they will 
be turning up their eyes like methodiſt preach- 
ers, and wonder any body ſhould he ſo thought · 
leſs on a turn of fortune ſo very unexpected. 
But becauſe they logk as if they were to be ſa- 
| cCri- 
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erificed, if they ſuffered thelr Kar to relax 
into a ſmile, that is no reaſon. I am to imitate 
their ſtupid fadneſs. , T cannot be grave if you 
would give me the world, and yet I am ſure 
nobody means better.” "« I do not wiſh you 
Mould reſign” your agreeable vivacity, (anſwer- 
ed 1) fo pleaſin ing to every body who have the 
pleaſure” of your acquaintance. | It is only at 
| times 1 wiſh- you to reſtrain it: 2 medium 18 
very hard to preſerve; ; and that ſhould be en- 
deavoured at. It would be unnatural in you to 
be ſeriouſty lappy >; (to uſe your own words) 
Ze, occafſioi on; ar dare ſay would any one 
your milf Geflre it. But you talked of ma- 
King A Jeſt 110 che Colonel's edge? excuſe me, 
Charlotte ; but if you was capable of entertain- 
ing a Kg thought of that kind, you would 
fink infinitely in m y eſteem. "Fo ridicule vices, 
may Nansen be e and ſerve. to 
deter ma any from the cominiffion of crimes ; but 
to pain a wort hy heart, merely becauſe \ we may 
exerciſe our wit, is mean and deſpicable. De- 
pend on it, the reproach turns upon the ridi- 
culer. 1 believe 1 9 juſt obſervation, that 
witty people have feldom many friends: the 
reaſon is evident; they would ſooner reſign 
their friend, than an opportunity of ſhewing 
what they think wit: and as in friendſhip, Why 
not in love? true, the Colonel adores you at 
; preſent, even for that "ay talent he ſuffers 
from ; 


from; but this may not always laſt :; confider 
the weakneſs, and tenacious diſpoſition of mor- 
tals; and then reflect if they can for ever bear 
their well-meant expreſſions, and ſervices to be 
laughed at. Not but the underſtanding of 
Medway, would ſhew him your lively ſallies as 
they really are, only the innocent ſtarts of a 
youthful imagination: but thoꝰ they are intirelyß 
innocent, yet they may be ſometimes miſapplied, 
and will not fail to diſguſt him. [You ſhould 
be careful of that, Charlotte; for if you diſguſt 
him before marriage, when be is captivated by 
your beautiful perſon, and agteeable manner, 
how wall it be when thoſe perfections loſe: the 
charms of novelty, and a length,of years has 
abated the violence of paſſion ?*” I believe 
you are right, Adeline; but I never thought of 
the conſequence of what I did; and if Med- 
way ſhduld beat me after marriage, I muſt 
laugh at him before. But 1 muſt hurry home, 
not a ſoul knows I have had a letter from my 
ſoldier, nor the reaſon of my ſudden flight from 
the abbey. I ſaw Sir Edward's chariot at the 
door, which was waiting to convey him on ſome 
viſit; and while he was gone for his hat I ſkipped 
into it, and told them to drive me here, leav- 

ing the creeping Baronet to ſtay till my mamas 
vehicle could be prepared for him. 1 could 
die with laughing at the idea of his ſurprize, 
when he finds his chariot vaniſhed ! no doubt 
he 
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he will ſuppoſe enchantment incircles the ab- 
bey; and the queen of magick' ſpells has bor- 
rowed his equipage, to pay a viſit to her friend, 
ſome neighbouring magician.” 

I could not help fmiling at this mad flight, 
and attended her to the carriage. On our way 
we met Sir Harry and Mrs. Evelin; they pro- 
miſed to ſpend the day after the following at 
the Abbey, and ſhe left us. I was returned to 
the houſe, but Sir Harry intreated I would ho- 
nour him with my company in the Grove. I 
immediately conſented; and we went into a 
ſhady walk of high lime trees that met at * 
top, and formed a moſt delightful arbour; 
talked of indifferent ſubjects a good while: bs 
laſt Sir Harry, after being ſilent ſome time, 
took my hand, and ſighing, addreſſed me thus: 
The indifference you have declared you en- 
tertain for the tender paſſion," Miſs Belville, 
almoſt deters me from mentioning it; but a 
promiſe I have made obliges me to it. You 
have rejected two of the moſt accompliſhed men 
of the age, yet I preſume to plead for one, 
their inferior in ſome reſpects; a man who has 
ſeen and known the infinite perfections you are 


miſtreſs of, and to know and adore them is the 


ſame thing. Say, moſt amiable of women, 
may I not hope that time, and the unremitted 
aſſiduities of this gentleman, may make ſome 
impreſſion in his t. Hit . * 
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dear to me; he lives. but in hopes of making Aa 
tender impreſſion on your heart: he loves you, 
madam, beyond. himſelf; nothing you ever 
read of 1s half ſo violent as the paſſion you have 
inſpired him with ; he knows Lord Arundel - 
and, Sir Edward Wilmot have, been unſucceſs- , 
ful, yet. he fondly hopes you may regard him 
with more fayour, nor impute this idea to pre- 
ſumption: no, Miſs. Belville, the ſuperiority 
of his paſſion authoriſes that dear, that en- 
chanting hope; ſpeak then, madam, nor by 
your uſual cruelty drive him to madneſs. 
When TI had recovered the ſurprize theſe 
words threw me into, I anſwered as follows: 
«© Whoever the gentleman is, Sir Hoyt 
| whoſe love you ſet out in this extravagant 
light, I beg you will return him my thanks 
and this anſwer: As your friend, he is intitled 
to my regard and acknowledgments, as well as 
for the affection with which he honours me; 
but I am under a neceſſity of declining his of- 
fer; no time nor aſſiduities will make any im- 
preſſion in his favour; I have no heart to be- 
ſtow, be his merits ever ſo great. Had I been 
capable of love, Lord Arundel or Sir Edward 
would have been the object; nay, were I ever 
to marry, my choice would fall on one of them. 
I am ſorry your friend is ſo hopeleſsly attached, 
but by a proper exertion of reſolution he will 
ſoon regain his freedom.” ( Never, never, 
53 N Miss 
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Miſs Belville; do not imagine his love is fo 
weak, ſo unſtable, as to yield to any thing: 
no, madam, his affections are entwined with the 
ſtrings of his heart, and when one is conquered, 
the other muſt break.” 

He looked ſhocking, his eyes Aaſhed fire, 
and he walked from me with the greateſt agi- 
tation; but ſuddenly recollecting himſelf he 
appeared compoſed, and taking my hand, went 
on thus: I have ſuffered my zeal for the in- 
tereſt of my friend to lead me further than I 
ought; forgive my warmth, madam, I meant 
not to offend you; but your abſolute refuſal of 
his heart betrayed me into paſſion, which I am 
heartily aſhamed of.“ Make no apologies 
tome, Sir Harry; no doubt you were hurt by 
my treatment of the gentleman whoſe cauſe 
you eſpouſe; but ſincerity i is my rule; I would 
net delude the hopes of any man by a ſhew of 
complacency and approbation of his love. I 
ſhould efteem it as a great obligation, ſir, if 
you would inform this gentleman of my fixed 

and determined reſolution; I never will encou- 
rage any man as a lover; I mean to live for ever 
mages and therefore hope I ſhall be no more 

_ ſolicited to change my intention, as it would 
be without effect. My life has had ſomething 
peculiar in it, which, according to my prin- 
ciples, renders it imyoffible for me to enter - 
tain' — of * my ſituation: it only 
pains 
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pains me to be ſolicited, as J am obliged to 
hurt others; J but it alters not my determina- 
8 1 therefore flatter myſelf this explana- 
tion will deter you from again entering on a 
ſubject which is ſo very diſagreeable to me: 
from your regard and politeneſs, T have a right 
to expect to be obliged.” «© Certainly, Miſe 
Belyille,” e he, « and I will endeayour 
to reconcile my friend. to the ſeverity of his 
deſtiny ; but obſerve, madam, I will not an- 
ſwer for the violence of love: it may ſome- 
time break forth from his own lips ; I am, you 
know, an advocate for its being. the firſt and 
moſt powerful emotion of the ſoul. But are 
you not deſirous of knowing who this lover 
is?“ „ No, upon my word, Sir Harry ; I had 
rather be ignorant.“ Welt, madam, you 
are, indeed, ſingular; ; I believe * are few of 
your ſex, that would reſt till they had di covered 
who they had Inſpired with ſo violent a flame.“ 
<< 1 dare ſay there are many, as little deſirous of 
being acquainted with their lovers as I am, and 
from the ſame motive, that they may not, from 
a cautious behaviour and ſtiffneſs, make a man 
who has diſtinguiſhed them, by beſtowing his 
heart, uneaſy ; but, if you pleaſe,: we will re- 
tire to the houſe ; I ſhall hardly have time to 
dreſs before dinner. 5 You A always love» 
ly, always delicately dreſſed, Miſs Belville, 
laid he; ; but I will attend you, madam.” We 
4 again 


Again fell into diſcourſe on indifferent ſubjects, 
and he appeared as ealy and catelefs ag if no- 
thing had happened. I had half an hour to 
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ſpare before I was ſummoned: to the dining- 
room, and ſat down to inform: vou of the fore- 
going particulars. 0 RA 

+ What do you think of this over ice. ?I 
am half afraid I ſhall not ſo eaſily get. rid of 
him as I, wiſh; but let him reſt, I ſhall not 


N trouble my head about him. You promiſed me 


the remaining part of your mother' s hiſtory; 
do not forget it, but when you have an oppor- 


unity write it, and ſend it to me. She muſt 


have had many trials to attain that experience 
and reſignation ſhe is at preſent poſſeſſed of: 

Her amiable diſpoſition at this hour, is a ſtrik- 
ing mark of teal virtue. Croſſes and diſap- 
pointments are too apt to contract the ideas, 


and ſour the temper, unleſs oppoſed to ſound 


and religious principles, and a naturally kind 
and benevolent.turn of mind. This, my Har- 
riet, your mother was endowed with, and ſhe 


has ſtudiouſly cultivated and encouraged it; 


this has made her days paſs with, at leaſt, a plea- 


| ſing equality, and aided by philoſophy, has born 


her above the ſhocks: of life. I know not a 


character I think fo eſtimable as Mrs. Abinton : 


In her we ſee the ſtrongeſt underſtanding im- 


proved by a liberal education, blended with the 
milder * of E ;---humanity, the 


beſt 


E 


je 
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the beſt, the moſt diſtinguiſhed virtue of our 
nature; the very word is harmony: *tis thoſe 
alone who are of this poſſeſſed, that juſtly may 
be ſaid to live; nor is this heavenly feeling. 
confined to age, or ſex, or clime, all ſhare the 
kind affiftance it affords; nay even the guilty 
man is not excluded: Humanity will wipe the 
ſcalding tear that burns upon his pale and faded 
_— und try to give him comfort. 


Thou; heav*nly nds will grant the poor relief; 
And daſh from tottering age the tear of grief: 
Thy gentle hand will lead the old and blind, 
Nor leave diſeaſe or penury behinc. 
Suſtain'd by thee, the wretch forgets his woe; 
While thou art near, his ſorrows ceaſe to flow. 
E'en the poor mind her helm of reaſon loſt, 

By madneſs torn, on fancy's pinion toft, 
When thou appear'ſt, will heave a gentle nigh, 


And momentary reaſon grace the eye. 


Thou mak'ſt the galling chains of ſlavery free; 
boar mind e its "bonds if Tg wel 


_—_—— — —— 
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"You = 1 how e 1 am r 
of this virtue to be capable of writing an eu- 
logium on it in verſe. Adieu, my friend; m 
beſt regards attend your amiable mother, 4 
Mar II. F n 
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155 FEAR my ſilence bas made youatnealy, 
Freemer; but I can aſſure you it has not been 
occaſioned by neglect: I have been ſo continu- 
ally engaged with my adored: Harriet, that I 
have not had a moment to devote to my pen. 
Arthur has been ſeveral times to ſee me, and 
heartily rejoices in my recovery; he is a worthy 
fellow, and deſerves happineſs.; but egad, I do 


ot know how it is poſſible he ſhould obtain it 


under the roof with that out- of- ther way old 
fellow, his father; and that antiquated pie ge of 
formality, Miſs Alice. He tells me they have 
viſitors at Trout-hall, at preſent, who axe all 
to be here next week: ſome ſtrange mortals, no 
doubt. a- This day, after dinner, I told my 
aunts I ſhould introduce Miſs Abinton to them 
to-morrow, as the beloved of my heart, and my 
intended bride: Miſs Thompſon replied with 
the utmoſt good nature in theſe words; << you 
are ſenſible, nephew, your happineſs would, in 
a great degree; augment mine; and I dare ſay 


In anſwer for my ſiſters, in ſuppoſing they 
are 


/ 
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are of the ſame way of thinking. I congtatu- 
late you ſincerely that you have made choice'vf 
a lady fo amiable, and well deſcended, to bear 
your name. I ſhould have been very ſorry to 
have ſeen Lady Thompſon aſhamed of her pe- 
digres: dut the daughter of Colonel Abinton 
ae family of a duke.“ The Abin⸗ 
are one of the belt families in cue kingdom; 
and I do aſſure you, notwithſtanding the great 
merit of the young lady, I fheuld not have 
been pleaſed with the match; unleſd ſhe could 
trace her pedigree as far as the! S Dueſt] at 
leaſt. 1 agree with vous Rſter, {teplied 
Miſs Sukey) and I think it a ver fortunate 
cireumftance that Sir James is enamtured witk 
a lady who has both family and fortune to rel 
commend her. As to the latter article, we 
might have diſpenſed with; tho I believe Sit 
James is too much in love to mind any object 
tions.“ Indeed, you are quite right; ma- 
dam, (anſwered I) my Harriet is family, fork 
tune, and every thing. I would have leid my= 
ſelf, and all IJ had at her feet, if ſhe had not had 
the proſpect of a ſhilling,” * Nobody doubts 
your imprudence, (interrupted Miſs Betty) 
but tho you might have choſe to introduce a 
beggar into your family, there was no reaſon 
why we were to have received her: but as it is, 
I ſee no ſuch great matters in this marriage. 
Miſs Abinton's fortune s, at beſt, but equal to 
21 F 2 your 
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pretty infant, he has the impudence to upbraid 
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pout eſtate, and with, ſuch a deſcendance as 
you can boaſt, you might have expected a wo- 
man with a great deal more money.” © Ay, 


my dear aunt, (anſwered 1), the misfortune, is, 


that few people, now-a-days, ſet any great va- 
lue on deſcendance, as is evident, for if you 


had met with a man properly ſenſible of the va- 
lue of a woman who could boaſt a family like 
your's, moſt likely, with your amiable qualities, 
you would not have remained a ſpinſter.“ I for- 
got the other ladies were preſent, and feared 1 
had gone too far; but they took no notice of it, 
perhaps to hear what Miſs Betty would ſay. 


„ As to that, Sir James, (anſwered. ſhe) I 


might have changed my name long ago; but I 


hate the very idea of men, a ſet of diſagreeable 


exeatures!” Ves, madam; I believe you.“ 
«« Believe me, ſir!] to be ſure! and why ſhould 
you not believe me? do you ſuppoſe I would 
condeſcend to tell a falſity ?*” „ Nay, ſiſter; 
(interrupted the eldeſt lady) Sir James did not 
mean to give you any offence; you are ſo ſoon 


angry!” And with reaſon, ſiſter, (cried ſhe) 


he is always inſulting me: why, it was but in 
his illneſs he repreſented me in ſuch a light to 
Mr. Fracture, that no human creature could 
bear it: the inſolent ſurgeon preſuming on his 
diſreſpect, gave himſelf inſufferable airs: and 
now, becauſe he is going to be married to a 


me 
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me with having lived ſingle:!“ «© Why, Miſe 


Betty, (faid my aunt Sukey) he upbraids all, 


juſt as much as he does you; ſo you need not 
take it to yourſelf: but you are only diſap- 
pointed that he ſhould have obtained a girl of 
ſuch beauty and accompliſhments without your 
aſſiſtance; you love to be the firſt in every 
thing.” 1 ſaw indignation flaſh from her eyes, 
and caſting a moſt contemptuous look at her 
fiſter, with an affected compoſure ſhe pronoun- 
ced theſe words, and left the room: Yout 
ignorance,” Sukey, is the only excuſe I can 
make for you; and, however you may ſtand in 
need of my aſſiſtance in future, you may depend 
on it, I will have nothing to do in this fooliſh 
buſineſs.” When ſhe was departed I apologi- 
zed to the other ladies for what I had ſaid: they 
both agreed ſhe deſerved the rebuke and mortifi-" 
cation ſhe had met with. Adieu, Freemer, 
till to-morrow; I * not cioſe this till after 
"ee — N 
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The beloved of my heart has been here, and 


I am juſt returned from attending her to her 
own peaceful dwelling. As they were to dine 
with us, I went early to the wood: my ſweet 
girl was clegantly dreſſed, and Tooked* like a 
_ „Oh, Sir James, (ſaid the as ſoon 

: "F:4 as 
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as E beheld her) how | dread this ceremonious 
n 4; fear; Mifs (Thompſons will not regard 
me,as;they dig.” Talk vot ſo, my amiable 
Harrivts they. will they do admire and love 
vou] feag nothing, you are calculated to eclipſe 
the whole world in beauty and elegance; what 
then ſhould yen, fear??? & crimſon bluſh 
paſſed acroſs her beautiful face at my praiſe- 
I hope (anſwered the dear angel] 'L-Jhall 
ever be. deſerving this exceſs of love;, it ſhall 
de the udy.of. my life, Sir James, to merit 
Pour tenderneſs,” I. kiſſed her fnowy hand. 
Mrs. Abigton, ſoon, appeared. I hoppe my. 
children, {aid ſhe) have pat made you wait. 
but you muſt allow. for an old Woman II have. 
been endeavouring, Sir James, to perſuade 
my Harriet to lay aſide her fears; ſhe has no- 
ching to apprehend from the Miſs I bampſons, 
[ tell her; but the timid girl will not be eaſy,” 
«I haye been doing the ſame thing, madam, 
before you came down; and 1; aſſure het the 
perſon does not live who ſhould with impunity 
treat her with diſreſpeR : the neareſt relation 
ſhould be by me totally diſcarded, if they 
ſhewed, the ſmalleſt ſlight to her; but 1 am ſo 
well informed of my aunts ſentiments; that. TI 
am ſure they will, receive her as an honour ta 
their family, of hem they are very proud. 
One thing, my Harriet, I have to tell you, 
| which. 1 * aunt r may ſay ſome all 
93 natured 
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natured things, but you muſt not mind ber, 
ſhe is not regarded by any body.? 
0 Sbe appeared rifles, and eber undd | 
to Aſhley- park. The ladies met us at the 
drawing-room door, as if they had never be- 
held us in their days; and it was now neceſſary 
to preſerve the ceremony of a firſt introduction, 
Mrs. Abinton entered, and I followed with 
op Harriet, whom I led up to my eldeſt aunt: 5 
« Receive, madam, from the hands of your 
nephew, the lady who alone can make him 
happy, the lovely Miſs Abinton, whom I hope 
ſhortly to call by the name of Thompſon.“ 
Sne took the offered hand of my 
killing her, teplied; May "even 
life is capable of enjoying,” de che Wk yon 
both! My dear Miſs Abinton, you have Con- 
ferred an honour upon us all, by your dccept- 
ano of Bir James. Thank you, madam, 
fot this kind aſſurance, (anſwered ſhe); Lam 
tos happy to be honoured with your approba- 
tion. Then turning to my aunt Sukey, 
1 I not hope, madam, to meet with the 
fame partial indulgence from you ?” Me You 
may, indeed,” my ſweet girl, {cried Miſs Su- 
key) and to be related to ſo much affability and 
goot-haturyT' think any one might be proud 
of. e Nothing now remained but to ſertle 
matters with Miſs Betty, Who received the 
e -of Harriet with a Hf civility, 
a 144 . 
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faying, cc * ſhall not diſſent from the general 
voice of my family, madam, but wiſh you 
happy. Bad as this was, I feared it younet be 
worſe, from her ſour looks. \ 

This ceremony over with them, Mic Abin- 
ton approached her mother; „Oh, madam, 
congratulate your happy Harriet, that theſe 
ladies have thought me worthy the . honour of 
being related to them. She folded her in her 
arms; ** My deareſt child, if the prayers of a 
fond ang doating mother will prevail, you will 
be exquiſitely happy, and you have every pro- 
ſpect of it; a lover amiable as your's (bowing 
to me,) and the countenance and protection of 

a family ſo eligible in every reſpect, you muſt 
paſs your days in felicity and comfort. I took 
the hand of this excellent woman, and holding 
it to my heart, aſſured her while it continued 
to beat, it would preſerve the higheſt venera- 
tion for her goodneſs: May 1 no longer 


lire, madam, than 1 am grateful to you and 


my Harriet, My beloved girl, (continued 1) 
the diſtinction and favour with which you have 
honoured me, ſhall be ever freſh in my me- 
mory, and my whole life {ſhall be employed . 
make ſome return to your preference. + 
We appeared the happieſt groupe of google 
that could be aſſembled, and the reſt of the 
day was ſpent in the moſt agreeable. manner: 
even Miſs * caught the n ſympathy 
4 "OO | 
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that reigned, and was  good-natured and oblig- 
ing. After dinner we walked in the park; 1 
took the hand of my Harriet, and drew her 
aſide from the reſt. We rambled about for 
two hours, during which time I never once 
reflected on the company we had left, nor did 
Miſs Abinton, I believe. Bleſſed in the con- 
verſation of the woman I loved, I wiſhed for 
| nothing beſides ; her innocent regard appeared 
in all ſhe ſaid, and I was the happieſt of men. 
The evening ſtole imperceptibly upon us ; I 
found the filver moon was rifing, before I knew 
the ſun had retired ; my gentle loye propoſed 
we ſhould return, but I preſſed for a continua- 
tion of my felicity, and begged her to ſtay 
longer. Ever ready to oblige, ſhe conſented 
for one ten minutes: I never was ſo tranquilly 
happy in my life, Freemer, as at that moment. 
Let the libertine talk of the joys of ſenſe, but 
when compared to the innocent, tender emo- 
tion af virtuous love, how deſpicable do theß 
appear! No goading reflections ariſe to check 
the delighted heart, no fears or jealous tu- 
mults, but all is ecſtacy pure and unmixed : 
:T could not be properly ſaid to live before I 
knew Miſs Abinton ; ſhe has refined my ideas, 
and made me another man; the duties of do- 
meſtic life now appear in heir proper light, 
and I look forward to the time that with her 1 
5 2 each: TP! as well as painful ſen- 
5 5 


%. 
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Ken . 1222 eig. I opc 
ougt t it was enough 'for a man not to be an 
infidel and raſcal ; but I find now there is 
more neceſſary; inactivity and idleneſs but ill 


become the Chriſtian. Vou ſee, Freemer, 


how I am improved; my Harriet will in time 
make me like * but 1 have digreſſed i in- 
finitely, 1 . 
Miss Abinton at laſt grew impatient, and 
. begged me to go home, left her mother ſhould 
be uneaſy. I immediately obeyed her, and we 
got back to the park about nine o'clock; We 
found Mrs. Abinton waiting for her daughter. 
1 attended them, and left my beloved and her 
mother ſafe at their own houſe. I walked 
about the park for ſome time afterwards, re- 
flecting on the happineſs of my deſtiny : na- 
ture, as if rejoicing at my good fortune, ap- 
peared unuſually beautiful; the moon, that 
was now in its full nden played on the 
water, and by its mild and lucid. brightneſs, 
illuminated, che heavens; the ftars twinkled 
all over the vaulted canopy above, and ſeemed 
to vie with the ſplendid planet around which 
they played; over half the manſion. a 


= veil of darkneſs, while the other Was e 


with the reflection of . Cynthia's beams! 1 
ſeated myſelf on a bench under a great rw 
the park, which, by its towering height, ap- 
* the father of the ne . 


4 


C 


a 


7 Sk Ah ST 4510 1 v. * 


here I'contemp lated the lovely. profpe & ron 


me, and Con not help . in * 
words of the divine Milton, e Bag 


| Theſe are thy Aead. e, Wy of God! a 

Almivhiy ! this thy univerſal f ame : 

How) Word*rous r eds how wond' rous then 

Unſptakible 1 ten- ei 

« 4971 920 l „ 4 Ens de 8 71601 A1 
The bingen the evening air, and the 


A ſound of 'a diſtant waterfall, added to 
WER harmonious romp and ſo * me, 


— eee dr the hight FR give 
| me cd, 4 returned to the houſe. 1 know vou 
will rejoice in my felicity, and therefore will 


-continite to write all that occurs from time to 
dime; befides 1 think it may amuſe vou. Let 


mie hear if you kriow any thing of ty uiſa, and 
delie e me moſt fiticerely rour's, 5 
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as well as the numberleſs expreſſions of j joy with 
. Which my ears have been dinned from all parts 
of this Wale; for, to tell you a ſecret, not a 
ſoul in it but moſt cordially wiſhes you well; 
but to particularize their ſeveral aul 
would require at leaſt an hundred pens, and 
half as many ſheets of paper, to ſay nothing 
of my trouble in writing them; therefore I 
-thall lump them, and ſend them all together. 
I have one thing to tell you, Medway, which 
is, that you will not make me your conveyer 
of compliments; for you muſt know I always 
forget them, and ts not delivered half what 
you told me. The beſt way for you to proceed 
when you are overladen with gratitude is, to 
ſtuff it all into a box, and throw it amongſt 
your friends. Burt ſeriouſly then, (for Adeline 
tells me I ought to be ſerious) I am really glad 
you do not go among. them bloody-minded 
wetches abroad; a breach i in your head would 
not have been ſo eaſily healed as a breach in 
in your heart; marriage is an effectual cure for 
the latter, and they tell me here I ought not 
to make you, any longer uneaſy. But this is 
fooliſh talking, Medway ; the longer I keep 
ue ſuſpenſe, the greater will be * value: 

a! is N not ſo with you men all ? 
To fay the truth; I I was half a afraid my deda- 
viour when we p would lower me in your 
an bod de fare. 1 bene een a gieat fool, 
a 1a 1101 * but 


gh 
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but as it.is now over I Will think no more of 
it, yet you ſhall know if you will. Why then 
I thought, as we had been lovers, it would 
be neceſſary to appear affected at our ſepa- 
ration, and accordingly eried, wrung m 

hands, was very unhappy, as I ſhould be, and 
at laſt fainted away. I acted my part ſo well, 
that my mother as well as the reſt believed 1 
was in earneſt; but, I do aſſure you, it was 
no ſuch thing; I only pretended to be affected, 
becauſe it was decent; I ſhould have kept up 

the farce longer, perhaps, if you had gone, 
but now I am honeſt enough to confeſs the 
truth. Lord I ſerved that grave mortal, 
Wilmot, ſuch a trick the other day, it will 
make you laugh for an hour. I muſt therefore 
relate it: As ſoon as your letter was brought 
me, 1 determined to go to Adeline, and aſk her 
opinion of it. Very civil!“ you will ſay. 
Well, Ihad juſt ordered my pin- ſticker to order 
the man to get the chatiot; when I ſaw Sir 
Edward's drive up to the door: ''a fudden 
thought ſtruck me, which I immediately put 
in execution. While he was gone for his hat, 
I tripped dawn ſtairs, juinped into the equi- 
page, and told the man to drive me with all 
polMible expedition to Myrtle-groye * the fel- 
low, who no doubt thought the Chariot with > 


— 
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ſtewing, to know What had becbtme of his ve- 
hicle. I told him I had ſeen it making the 
expedition towards Mifs Belvifle's, 
where 1 ſuppoſe his ſervants _ his' or- 
ders, had-driven it without him. He vowed 
be would diſcharge the ſtupid fellow, as he 
wanted to have gone on a particular viſit that 
morning.“ Why, (anſwered I) the man, 
no doubt, underſtood the horſes ſhould go and 
take a ſurvey of Miſs Belville's habitation; for 
to my certain knowledge, they have been chere. 
This put him out of all patience; and When I 
had: ſufficiently enjoyed his violence, I toolly 
told him / had incoothpatibnimddewds of them, 
as I ſawy them Rand ſo long at the door, while 
he Was dreſſinghimſelf that I feared they would 
take cold. I do aſſure you, Medway, I thought 
he would have run his ſword through my body, 
for he walked up and down the room in fuch 
haſte, and laid his hand upon it ſo often, that 
I vas obliged to frighten biin, and tel hm, if 
bs, touched that ugly thing again, Youth 
male you drum him out of the houſe.” You-was 
a martial man, you know.; it was meeeſfary to 
uſe the words drum bim our, as it had a terrible 
ſound With it. I am pleaſed with you George, 
in giving up your owl. gratiſieatien, whith;-4s 
you tell me, -ivin ſbeholding me; 46 c ¹hL— 
aur uhele. to Scuthwell e T have 4 rest 
W Wia, and do hot know If 1 
ä "3.01 131i 3 | i 4 | ; Walk 
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ſhall not pay my ſiſter Aimworth a viſit in or- 
der to be near him : but now you need not 
fancy you are concerned in this intention; for 
if you do, you will find yourſelf Mi abel. 
By the Way, tell my ſiſter I am aſhamed T have 
not wrote to her; and I will allow you to ſay, 
by wray of excuſe, I was ſo much concerned 
at the proſpect of your leaving England, that 
could not find a momentꝭs leiſure; (you know 
he is ignorant that my concern was, make be- 
lieve,) and this will do very well: as to my 
viſit, it is not quite fixed, and, therefore you 
may only hint it. I tell you what, Medway, 
if I was you, I would have that caſtle of your's 
fortified Ml round; for, as ſure, as you live, 
ſome of the enemy will find you out, and. be 
ſo diſappointed at your not coming abroad for 
them to diſpatch, that they will certainly ca- 
nonade the caſtle- In that caſe, the three maids 
and duenna, with Sir William, may _— 
to meet them, and you ſtay, behind, and 
your /command through | the Neu Webs; br to 
you are a colonel, you mult command them: 
and, if you ind it neceſſary, you may fire a 
few follies of ſmall ſhot down upon them 2h 
your window.” Sir William and the wom 
win Rand the fir res” and then you may e "or, 
up with u keinforeemenk, ecoting of Wi 
dhe gardeter, And the old eddeiniin,* 


Hi, hay ha! * Medwap, dat 1e 4 
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not for my life help laughing at this ridiculous 
idea. My mama has juſt been looking over 
me, and pronounces tis dangerous playing with 
edged tools. . The Colonel is not yet out of 
danger; he may be ſummoned abroad in a mo- 
ment; then, Charlotte, you will condemn 
your Jexity, if that ſhould be the caſe.” I vow 
the very ſuppoſition. has made me feel grave; 
for, i in ſpite of what I have ſaid, I ſhall ſenſi- 
bly feel your departure: but leſt I ſhould make 
you too vain, I will break off with aſſuring you 
I am e. ths ſincere and obliged 
"I „entern Douncannon, 


f. 11 My mother bids me tell you. ſhe. has 


not been Fa happy for many years as your let- 
ter made her; and as ſoon as you can manage 
it, ſhall rejoice to ſee you at the abbey. Lord 
Arundel, and Sir 12 Join, in W nw 
rance: once more adieu. 
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on your ſtay 3 in England, the dear, now doubly 
| dear ſoil chat gaye you birth. May you remain 
"ſafe from eyery Sages or if incircled by them, 
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favourable turn has ſpread a "my appearance | 
around every thing at the abbey : Charlotte is 
almoſt frantick with joy, tho' ſhe will not al- 
low it proceeds from this cauſe. Mrs. Dun- 
cannon preaches on the goodneſs and protection 
of providence; and your friend. , Wilmot, and 
myſelf, ſilently exult that you are ſpared to us. 
Sir-Edward was engaged to pay a viſit yeſter- 
day, but Charlotte diſappointed him: he pro- 
poſed doing it this morning; and while he was 
gone, I told him I would go and enquire after 
the health of Mifs Belville: I found ſhe was in 
her on apartment in the grove, alone: thither 
Iwent; and enterin g ſoftly, was not obſerved 

by her. She was wach looking on a picture 
which ſhe held in her hand: ſhe ſeemed burie [ 
in thought, and now and then lifted her hand- 
kerchief to her eyes: at laſt ſighing, and put- 
ting the picture in her pocket, ſhe aroſe, her 
lovely eyes fuffuſed with” — She faw me, 
and ftarted! F orgive me, Miſs | Belville, 
(faid I) I did not mean to break I on your re- 
tirement; and ſhould habe retired unpetceived; | 
juſt as you moved,” 1 am glad to ſee your 
Lordſhip, (anſwered ſhe) pray walk in; you 
have not diſturbed me from any thing that 1 
oannot think on at ſome more*convenient"ops 
portunity: how are the ladies and Bf Ed 
ward? 4 Well, madam; Charlotte is "it 
high * that the Colonel * _— 
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ſhe has got! che better of her fears, and is as gay 


as ever. 1 Tc I know i it, my Lor rd... * e 
With; me yeſterday ; 3 and informed 9180 
Pauly n re- 


I om. 


not deſtined to leave the Kingdom 
1155 at it; t; the Colonel! is very . to me, a8 
well as my Charlotte many tears 1 haye ſhed 
for bim, and h. ber, Fo J but = ily. 125 were 
unnecellary,” Fr You 275 A all that's good and 
1 tle RPM le;, too tenderly com- 


on for m my 579 el b, be more kind, or 
more crue 11156 Hrs 50 car my;preſent torment ! o 
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bays woos er 
ang AF Pet Fi the. tears;{he hag juſt 
ſhed, eemed roomith milder rays, and promited 
| more. comp > LM 6 ft N cheeks 
glowing with.the warmth of Jen bility, wore 
1 d graces; Sn hacks the than ike Game ome 
tial peng ane an, me. for; ſome 
mn 28 appegranpe Frief; at length ſhe 
Ke MNes, Verd. am I to be for 
Wer. peinęd by .yqus thus violating your; pro- 
* ll you fill, frok mew, ways of waking 
01 Lhaye given you; what I can of 
— 3184h that J have is-your's.; friendſhiꝑ 
| anigrpſteg z; NU Yu, and - the amiable Sir Edward 
th, my friends „ L eſtgem you both: wh 
vu alk for iat I cannot give you l She 
wiped heg gyes t) I took her hand, a peatlyitear 
ell on, mine. W che cauſe, the hag 
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cauſe of thoſe precious drops ? « You are, my 
perle. the cauſe; but far from the hated 
I weep becauſe L cannot make you hap- 
7725 Hh, would reſign any thing to ſecure your fe- 
licity, as well as Sir Edward's; but my de- 
ſtiny is very wayward. I ſee, and pity: the 
paſſion you are both tormented with: but I be- 
hold it without being able : to relieve, in the 
ſmalleſt degree, the. pangs yqu experience. 
* Oh; my dear Adeline! ſuffer mie this once 
to call you by that loved name! I cannot bear 
your tears! I would willingly tear this vile re- 
bellious heart, — your feet, for 
having dared to offend you. No man ever lo- 
ved as do my very ſoull is ved on you. 1 
ö be totally: annihilated, before I could 
ceaſe to loye, to idoliae you! Still call 
me your, Adeline, my Lord, nor -fea to give 
offence to me: am I not your friend? your 
Ki reid —i rf how then 
can I be angry at an epithet, which  frienc 
diQates 7 This was too uch her ge 
overcame me, and I was obliged: to turn from 
her, my emotions were ſo, violent: I drew out 
my handkerchief, and leaned; againſt the wain- 
ſcot. Oh, Medway! I am aſhamed to acknow- 
ledge it, but I felt, the trickling tear ſteal down 
my cheek: Unconſcious of my weakneſs for a 
moment, I ſuffered, it, to take its courſe; but 
boding my ene 1 feared, Miſs Belville 


would 
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would deſpiſe me. She came to me, and ta- 
king me by the arm, 4 For heaven's ſake, m 
Lord, what is the matter! I hope I have not 
pained you by any thing I ſaid; if I have, I do 
aſſure you it was not intentional.” I dared not 
truſt myſelf to look at her; and ſtill covered 
my face with the handkerchief I held in my 
hands. Never did I feel ſuch exquiſite emo- 
tions as at that moment. The lovely Miſs 
Belville finding I did not anſwer her, feared I 
was ill. “ Speak, my Lord, if you have any 
regard, any pity for me, tell me if you are not 
well, and Twill call aſfiſtance.“ She was leav- 
ing the room, but I ſtopped her, and taking both 
her hands, Stay, (cried I) I have no ill- 
neſs but what you have inflicted.” Oh, Miſs 
Belville I cannot bear your goodneſs; it makes 
me mad; I know not what I did! (but elaſp- 
ing her in my arms, exclaimed) Alas, my 
Adeline! you have undone me] tell me I may 
hope, or I ani wretched.“ She ſtruggled to 
get from me, but I madly” held her. Oh, 
George] that moment, I would give worlds for 
that dear moment to return. At laſt ſhe broke 
from me, and ſeating herſelf in a chair, ſeemed 
much agitated.” I ſaw my folly, and funk my- - 
felf at her feet. Oh, my beloved! (cried 
J) forgive me, or I will never riſe: T was be- 
fide myſelf; and unleſs you pardon my pre- 
27 oath 1 ſhall be miſerable,” . —_ Lord, 


(re- 
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(replied ſhe) 1 know too much of you, to ima- 
gine this behaviour was meant to inſult me: 1 


impute it to an unguarded indulgence of your 
paſſions, which you ſhould endeavour to re- 


ſtrain. But riſe, Lord Arundel; I would not 


make you unhappy by a ridiculous prudery: I 
heartily forgive you.“ She held out her dear 
hand, which 1 preſſed to my lips, and ſeated 
myſelf by her. Oh, George where is there 
a woman like her, noble and exalted? Never 
did I ſee. ſuch modeſt ſweetneſs blended toge- 
ther, as in Miſs Belville. <4 Your kind, your 
generous forgiveneſs, madam, (ſaid I) endears 
you to me more than ever. I; have not words 
to thank you: but oh, Miſs Belville; pity the 
weakneſs of my paſſion ! that paſſion, ſo: long 

reſtrained, was not proof againſt your tender- 
neſs, . My love is of a nature pure and delicate 
as your charming ſelf: nor did I, at the mo- 

ment, entertain a thought your innocence might 
bluſh at.“ My Lord, I do believe you, and 
heartily excuſe your behaviour; let the motive 
of it be what it would: but we have been grave 
a great while, what ſay you toa walk?” I con- 
ſented reluctantly to attend her, and we ſtruck 

into the thickeſt part of the grove; We had 

not walked long, before we were joined by Sir 
Harry Evelin; and as I had no opportunity of 
engaging Adeline ſeparately, I ſoon after took 
my leave; but with ſenſations too exquiſite to 


* 


$92 FEMALE. ST ABILITY, 


be deſeribed: my love, my deſpair. augmented, 
I ſaw no way of extricating myſelf. I found 
Sir Edward returned; he came to me as ſoon as 
I got off my horſe. % I have been wiſhing for 
you, (ſaid he) how is Miſs'Belville ?** „ Well, 
(anſwered I) and too lovely for my peace. Oh, 
Wilmot! I wonder not that you acted as you 
did: the charms of that girl were enough to 
corrupt à nation. I have acted baſely in my 
turn, and ſought to prejudices Miſs Belville-in 
my favour t but I ſeught in vain; inexorably 
fixed in her determination, ſhe would not hear 
my pleadings : half mad witli deſpair and love, 
T left her. But can you forgive me, Sir Ed- 
ward, for a conduct thus under-hand t T'would 
not injure you, but We have ncther any thing 
to hope: my paſſion got the better of my rea- 
ſon, and I had brolte our engagement before! 
knew it. Ohy Arundel; (ſaid he) why aſk 
you my forgiveneſs? you have «done nothing 
in compariſon to me; tis too true Miſs Bel- 
ville never will regard us but as friends. 1 
feel how hard it is to conquer myſelf when 1 
am with her, and therefore do not wonder at 
you; for ever let it be buried in oblivion, and 
from henceforth be dearer to me than before.” 
What exquilite generoſity! Sir Edward is the 

beſt of , notwithſtanding his conduct to 
Mia Belville; it "was natural, it was exeu- 
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{able; hoy hs would 8 moved an an- 
chorite. 8 | 4 
When 1 PLE þ for the night, 1 en 15 

forbear informing you of this circumſtanc 
my heart was oppreſſed, and by unload 5 1 | 
I have ſhook off great part of the Wal cler 
I laboured under. Forgive me, George fot 
thus troubling you with my uneaſineſs; but xi 
the office of friendſhip, by a kind participati- 
on, to;adeviateithe ſuffering heart. I wiſni you 
was hera; theimhele family wiſh it. Dear as 
Sir Edward juſtly is to me, yet L cannot ſo un- 
reſervedly ſpeak; my feelings to him ab to you 
he is too nearly intereſted in the tender cauſe 
of my ſorrow. I cannot ſhock him by a con- 
feſſion of my love; for although he moſt ten- 
derly Hmpathizes in every thing that 'coneerns 
me, yet can ſee, every time I mention the 
part iality I have for the angelic Adeline, his 
genereus heart ſuſtains a pang hardly ſoppert⸗ 
able. Adieu, Medway, your fate is more for» 
tunate; you love, and àre beloved! 
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In Hombres m0 ofeQually, mn upon | 
my ſoul, Montague; ſince I wrote laſt! How 
I could curſe,myſclf, Miſs Belville, and the 
whole world Deceived by my on damned 
vanity, and her gentle demeanour, I, like a 
blockhead, the other day, having an opportu- 
nity, ventured to declare my paſſion under the 
guiſe of a friend. I told her I knew ea man 
' . that loved, that doated on her; and unleſs ſhe 
would allow me to give him hopes, he would 
be mi ſerable. I imagined the charming girl ſuſ- 
pected who this lover was: but putting on an 
air of indifference, coolly delivered an abſolute 
refuſal, which I was to convey to my ſuppoſed 
friend. Not maſter of myſelf, I ſeized her 
band with the utmoſt violence, ſwore he would 
never give up his bopes on any. account ; and 
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would force every pretender to her heart to re- 
ſign her, or his life. She was very much ter- 
. tified with my rage, and looked as if ſhe did 
not know what to do. I found I had proceed- + 
ed wrong, and therefore endeavoured to make 

ſome reparation ; intreated her pardon ; layed 
m Violence to the intereſt 1 had in all that 
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concerned my friend; promiſed to 1 | 
him to his fate, if pollivle; and aſſuming a 
degagee air, chatted away as if nothing had 
happened. She, good-natured creature, im- 
mediately forgave me; and it paſſed on. One 
ching I have gleaned from this conference is, 
that I muſt not hazard a dectaration of my 
paſſion, in my own proper perſon, This un- 
-accountable girl would forbid me to hope in a 
minute. All I have for it is; that art and de- 
ſign may accompliſh what a diſtant and humble 
love would never effect. I had figured to myſelf 
an idea that I had nothing to do but tell my tale, 
aud be heard with ſmiles. S0 long ſucceſsful 
with che charming ſex, I Wan not but Miſs 
Beluille was a like compound of vanity; on 
chiat 1 built my hopes. I imputed the diſmiſ- 
ſion of the Earl and Sir Edward, to their own 
-puſillanianity 3 and imagined when the had met 
wich a man well read in the frailties of her ſex, 
e would, of courſe, ſurrender her heart; but 
from the obſervations I have made, I found ſhe 
was in many reſpe8ts ſuperior to the generality 
of her ſex, and therefore I did not inconſide 
rately declare how much T adored herg but pro- 
_ ceeded more cautiouſſy; and very well I did, 
- for IL hould have been curſedly pained, had ſhe 
| - poitit-blank' refuſed me; and, that ſhe would, 
I have not à doubt: as it is, 1 have now an 
RN 
n ö po- 
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poſſible. She may ſuſpect, but,ſhe cannot be 
certain I am the man ſo violently in love with 
her; and I. am determined, by my behaviour, 
to inſpire her with an idea to the contrary. 
This deviliſh affair has thrown me entirely out 
of my plan; but however, if no art will do, 
I have at laſt a chu de main that muſt inevitably 
ſucceed, Lam more than ever reſolved not to 
de baffled by this lovely philoſopher: her inſen- 
ſibility increaſes my loye, as much as her beauty 
does my deſire to get her into my power: that 
would be the very ſoul of management to gain 
the heart or perſon, no matter which, of this ſu- 
perior character: nothing ſhall be left untried 
to compleat my purpoſe. So determined was 
| ſhe to cruſh the hopes of this aſpiring lgver, 
that ſhe told me, if ſhe had ever turned her 
thoughts towards love, Lord Arundel or Sir 
Edward would have been the object; nay, were 
ſhe even now to marry, her choice would light 
on one of them. Firſt would I wreak my ven- 
geance on their: deteſted kartami. But I 
"Sho. des not yet Ain the Aight of Miſs 
Smyth fron the cottage; when ſhe does, 1 ſhall 
nat fall to make my advantage of it. The in- 
gratitude of this woman may have a proper ef- 
fect, and reſtrain, her over-diffuſive charity. 1 
have wiſely pronounced, I dare anſwer for it 
eee e Ne in ow 
og + „ 1.20080 
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girl, who, I ſuppoſe, is no more than a female 
Harper, and has met in her a proper object to 
defraud. But this idea, with which I endea- 
youred to inſpire her, had not the effect I ima- 
gined; for in her own conſcious innocence and 
rectitude ſhe ſeeks conſolation. ** Be it ſo, Sir 
Harry,” ſaid ſhe, With the utmoſt mildneſs; 
4 have not done wrong, nor do I think my 
bounty miſapplied, even if this poor girl is 
what you would have me think her. The treat- 
ment ſhe met from me, may warn her from 
plunging deeper in vice, and ſo anſwer the ex- 
tent of my wiſhes; or, if on the contrary, [ 
have the pleaſure of reflecting I have not even 
erred in this caſe. She bore the ſemblance of 
virtue, of tepenting virtue; and as I have not 
the faculty of looking into the heart, I could 
not tell whether it was real or aſſumed.” «© Miſs 
Belvifle,” tried I, you would not indiſ- 
criminately relieve all that apply to you; would 
you ? ce No, Sir Harry; not thoſe whom I 
know to be undeſerving, till I had reaſon to 
helieve they repented of their wickedneſs, then 
I would relieve them to the utmoſt of my pow- 
e Severity can do no good : we are more 
likely to win the ſinner to repentance by mild 
and gentle methods, than by harſhneſs and up- 
braidings. Are we not commanded to forgive 
others, 'as we hope to be forgiven ? why then” 
ſhould we withhold our bounty, when, by be⸗ 
1 G 2 ſtowing 


| 
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| 
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beſtowing i it, we may preſerve a fellow creature 
trom miſery ? You will tell me, perhaps, I may 
encourage vice by this ill-conſidered munifi- 
cence. Sometimes it may be ſo, but in genera], 
I believe you will-ſee more bad people become 
good by a humanity of treatment and a gene- 
rous aſſiſtance: the nature of man is noble, 
however depraved; and, by a behaviour kind 
and benevolent, you will not fail to wake their 
gratitude, and whenever that is thoroughly ex- 
cited, we may juſtly hope an amendment of 


manners. In the caſe of this unhappy * [ 
am convinced her gratitude is engaged; | 
ſtrongly feels the errors of her LED life, = 


Means to atone for them. Should I not be 
unpardonable then to keep from her a paltry 
ſum, when, by granting it, I may be the means 
of preſerving her and her innocent infant from 
the moſt exquilite diſtreſs?” Von calked 


ſomething of her having been ſeduced,” Miſs 


Belville, replied I, (with the utmoſt compoſure 
of countenance). + Oh Ves, ſir, ſhe has been 


cruelly uſed; her ſtory is very melancholy- 


The vile inches deſtroyed her. vas baſe enough 


to threaten to deſert her if ſhe did not ceaſe to 


lament her ruined peace. How cruelly. inhu- 


man ! Even the moſt abandoned, 4 in ſuch a caſe, 
would have had ſome pity. - But though ſhe 


was deſtitute of every means of ſubſiſtence, ſhe 
left ber . 3 left him; and with 


her 
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her helpleſs child, ſought a ſecure retreat, 
fafe in this ſolitude, where I fortunate] y found 
her, and will, to the utmoſt of my power, 
preſerve her Hut his artifices.“ (Ay, my dear 
girl, thought I, that matter is properly ſettled.) 

I applauded her behaviour; wiſhed it might 
have the defired effect; and we dropt the dif- 
coutfe. 1 

By the way, Montague, I betieve I did not 
tell you I have received a letter from Harris: 

he informs me the lady ſhewed great regret at 
the idea of leaving the cottage ; but upon his 

inſiſting ſhe ſhould, or give up the child, the 

| conſented; und with tearful eyes ſtole out of 
the houſe while the old woman was abſent; 
which was previouſly concerted. They paſſed 
bye ways to the neareſt town, at the 
entragee of which ftood a chaiſe ready for them; 


he ſeatbd his fair charge In it, and himſelf by 
her, and firdre by every method he could _— 
of, to abate her grief, but withont effect. 


wrung her ond lamented in the —— 
pathetic terms, her ingratitude to the angel 
that had treated her ſo generouſly. Between 
every pauſe of her ſorrow, Harris rung in her 
ears the great worth and generoſity of his maſ- 
ter, which he magnified far beyond the truth, 
like a blockhead' as he was. They, got ſafe 
to the caſtle, however, and there the lady ſeem- 
NU before, as ſhe was treated 
4 G 3 with 
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with the utmoſt reſpect by the ſervants, as 1 
bad commanded. Harris ſays ſhe is a ſweet 
young lady, and every body likes her. I have 
a farther view, Montague, to get intirely rid 
of this girl; which, i in future, I ſhall commu- 
nicate to her. As long as the is ſafe there, I 
have nothing to apprebend; Aſhe is totally igno- 
rant of the name and reſidence of her lovely 
benefactreſs, therefore ſhe cannot write to ex- 
cule her condut; that would ruin every thing. 
Upon the whole, I think this a very fortunate 
eſcape; and had I not. been ſeized with a deſire 
of watching Miſs Belville, L bad not diſcovered 
this run-a- way. Fortune favours the bold, 
is 2 juſt obſervation ; ; I have proved, it-hitherto, 
and if ſhe does not play me a ſlippery trick, 
in regard to Miſs Belville, I will for ever wor- 

ip her. Let me bear from you; Ian deſi- 
 rqus of knowing bow Emily does. Mhstran 
ogcaſion pour filence. ?. Lam weary Menne. 
| Wing vrite, and end them 
Jace £ It ber al bus „Hamar Evan. 
Sir "mn T noMPSON to bee 
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1 SIT down, 1 3 you an AC» 
cqunt of our viſitors, which I really imagine 
will entertain you, as the company expected 
ns large. My aunts were buſied in prepara - 

hands th have PO. ** e 
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m the decoration of the table: aceordingly, the 
b geniuſes of all were employed on this occaſion, 
as it was neceffary to make à more elegant ap- 
pearance to-day, than uſual. Unfortunately, 
they differed In their opinion about placing a 
triſſe in the middle of ſeveral fbhid | diſhes. 
Miſs Betty was fot. having her belt" production 
appear properly confpicuous, and therefore in- 
ſiſted it ſhould take place of a haſn'd calf 's head. 
Miſs Sukey, on hearing of the intended altera- 
tion, remonſtrated againſt it, faying, the con- 
tents'of Mifs Betty” s diſh being more inſigni- 
ficant, it ſhould be removed to the bottom of 
the table. The other lady Toudly proteſted ſhe 
would not conſent to it, but that j it ſhould ſtand 
where, the liked: in vain they both repreſented | 
thei propriety. 4s was applied to, but begged 
to be neuter in the buſinefs, as I was not ro- 
perly s judge of ; the quarrel. The contelt was 
very loud and Jong; when Miſs Sukey | ſceing 
her Hilter Look another Way, removed the tides 
ald placed an empty diſh in its Ration.” On 
her obſerving this change, the loſt all patience, 
and flying to the table, ſeized the dey oted diſh, 
and dale it on the floor, which inſtal; y was 4 
ſtrewed with a thouſand ſhining particles. All 
now was anarehy and confuſion: the two la- 
dies hardly kept their hands unemployed; while 
poor Miſs Thompſon ſat lamenting the acci- 
e and ſoined her ſiſter in contemning Miſs 
| G 4 | Betty 3 


7 took my 
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Betty's behaviour. Melancholy as this ſcene. 
was, I could not fordear laughing at it; and 
fearing my mirth ſhould give offence to the la- 
dies, left the field of diſputation, and betook 
myſelf to the ſweet aboad of my Harriet. 1 
foung her waiting my arrival, as ſhe knew we 
expected company: ſhe was more 'drefled than 
| Thad yet ſeen her. She had on a flight white 
luteſtring gown, and petticoat, (the ladies have 
a fine name for them, but I do not know what 
it is) trimmed with blonde lace and Indian-, 
flowers : her beautiful hair without powder, or- 
namented with a ſmall white feather, and a 
row of diamond pins. The ribbons the wore 
were pale pigk, which was a moſt delightful ad- 
| vantage to the delicacy of her ſkin; and all to» 
5 „ ſhe was the prettieſt woman I had 
ever en. As we might probably walk, I ad- 
viſed her to take her calaſh, which ſhe did, and 
we Tet forwards for the park. As Mrs. Abia- 
ton did not chuſe to mix in much company, I 
place by my Harriet, in the chariot. 
She was in a delightful harmony of ſpirits: 1 
; entertained her with the misfortunes of the 
morning; ſhe could not avoid, fmiling, when 
| ſhe faw the ill- nature depicted on the counte-. 
nances of the ladies. As the evil was univer- 
 fally felt, ſo the effects of it were as univerſal, 
and none of them were able. to hide th eit cha- 
erden more FREY; mk "Rec, b 
tha“ 
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| the? ſhe was the zuthorels of the milchief, was 
warmeſt in expreſſing her reſentment at it. My 
gentle Harriet was affected with the ſorrow 
Miſs Thompſon felt for the accident; and by 
her good nature, endeavoured to comfort her- 
+ Surely, my dear madam, (faid ſhe). this Toſs. 
is not irreparable; ; perhaps you. may get one 
exactly ſimiliar.” © It is not the value of the 
diſh, Miſs Abinton, (interrupted my aunt 
Sukey) that my ſiſter regrets, but the violence, 
and paſſionate obſtinacy of Miſs Betty, who, 
if ſhe had but a grain of underſtanding, would 
not have thought of cramming a fooliſh trifle. 
before every thing elſe.” Miſs Betty was going 
to anſwer with no great ſhare of mildneſs, but 
the arrival of our gueſts prevented hen. We 
faw the cavalcade from the window, with. vhich 
we were highly entertained. Two carriages, 
the one a phaeton, the othen Sir Robert's cha- 
niot; the Baronet, Mr. Arthur, and four ſer- 
' wants on horſeback: in the phaeton ſat an ele- 
gant man, with two young ladies; in the cha- 
riot, Miſs Arthur, with a lady, whoſe appear- 
ance at a diſtance was very portly; and on my 
drawing nearer, I found I was not miſtaken. 
Upon my word, Freemer, it was with: diff 
culty I forbore laughing at her figure. Picture 
to yourſelf an immenſe woman, half an acre im 
dimenſion, with a face the exact emblem of a 
9 ; bedecked in all the — and girl- 
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iſh affectation of fifteen : a cap of pink bogs 
ornamented her well-powdered hair, which was 
frizzed and drefled in the very exceſs of the 
mode. To do her juſtice, ſhe had once been 
handſome; but unfortunately ſhe forgot that 
ſome twenty years had paſſed fince ſhe was in 
her bloom. I advanced to aſſiſt the ladies in 


alighting; which, after much difficulty, was 


compleated; the bulk of the ſtrange lady being 
fo great, that it was with no ſmall trouble ſhe 


- puſhed herſelf out of the chariot. I was in 


terrors, leſt by the violent efforts ſhe. made to 


| diſengage herſelf from the ſides of the vehicle, 
(which, as if enamoured of her charms, held 
her faſt) ſhe might ſuddenly ſpring forwards, 


and by her weight cruſh me, who ſtood neareſt 
ber. At laſt the conqueſt was compleated, and 
Lled her to the door of the drawing-room, and 


returned for Miſs Arthur; but I found a gen- 


tleman had got her hand, as my friend had that 


of one of the young ladies; to the other I of- 


fered mine, and in this order we entered the 
room. Miſs Alice then leading her travelling 
companion to my aunts, give me leave, la- 


dies, (ſaid ſhe) to introduce Mrs. Sydley, the 


wife of that gentleman, to your acquaintance.” 


They received her very politely, and ſeated her 


at the upper end of the room. Sir Robert now 
led Mr. Sydley towards the female part of the 


33 ho had r adjuſted the firſt ce- 


remony 


. 
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remony, when the Baronet. „ inter- 
rupted his ſiſter, who caſt a look of diſpleaſure 
at him, and. ſeated herſelf. My aunts received 
the compliments of the gentlemen with great 
ciyility, and turned to the young ladies, who, 
with my friend Arthur, was chatting at the 
window. Mrs: Sydley ſeeing the girls engaged, 
exclaimed, « bleſs me, Miſs Stanhope! ſurely 
this is very extraordinary behaviour; one would 
imagine you had never been in company with 
people of faſhion in your life.” Lord, ma- 
mal! (ratorted the young lady) you are always 
finding fault,” Muſs Arthur aroſe, and begged 
ten Fon — pardons that ſhe had been ſo rude 
as to omit . introducing the young ladies; 
but, (continued ſhe) better late than never. 
This, Madam, (addrefling Miſs Thompſon) 
is the eldeſt * nter of Mrs. Sydley, Miſs 
Ann Stanhope; — this, Miſs, Emilia,” Miſs 
Stanhope received the politeneſs of my aunt 
WD a ſtiff, ill-natured air; while the fair 

milia returned the gentleſt anſwer to her 


-1 ſpeech, and ſeated bertel by my Harriet. 


The firſt ceremony over,. 1 had time to. con- 
template the ſeveral countenances of the com- 


pany. Mr. Sydley is one of the handſomeſt 


men I ever. beheld, of which he is ſufficiently 


ſenſible : he ſeems to entertain a hearty gon: 
tempt for his. wife, Who is much older than 


» The degage air with wich he. LE 
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| the room, convinced me he was one of the 
polite world. He married his lady for her 
fortune, which was very conſiderable : ſhe 
was the widow of a mercer in the city, and 
having but two daughters, ſhe thought ſhe had 
a right to pleaſe herſelf in the choice of a huſ- 
band ; and as ſhe was paſſionately fond of qua- 
lity, ſhe married Mr. Sydley, who was only 
an enſign” in the guards, becauſe, as the ſaid, 
he was of a good family, and had a pretty 
name: ke ſtill continues in the army, and his 
red coat becomes him extremely. The eldeſt 
Miſs Stanhope is near as fat as het mother, and 
far from handfome; ill-natured and ſpiteful, 
as ſhe more than once proved during the day. 
Emilia is tall, and elegantly formed; the fineſt 
hand and arm I ever beheld: her fate is very 
agreeable, though not beautiful; ſhe has a 

Hine ſkin, but no colour; ſhe appears ſenſible, 

good-tempered, and has a ſweetneſs of manner 
very captivating. My Friend Harry ſeems 
entirely ſenſible of hef merits, though her mo- 
ther and fiſter are not; nobody treats her well, 
but Mr. Sydley, in her own family, and he 
appears very fond of her. We wee ſilent 
ſome time, till Mrs. Sydley thought proper to 
break it, addreffing her huſband, (which was 
very polite in a room full of company) — ( La! 
Mr. Sydley, we had like to have met with 2 
fad accident ; the Chaiſe was ready to break 
I | 4  . down; 


4 
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down ; Miſs Arthur and I were in fear for out 
lives.. No wonder, child, (cried he with 
a careleſs air, ſtroking his point ruffles) your 
weight, Mrs. Sydley, would break down a 
broad-wheel'd . Nay, my dear, 
(anſwered ſhe) I am not heavier _ Nancy 
here, and ſhe is quite a chicken.” 4 You 
may imagine yourſelf very light, mama, but 
I dare ſay you weigh three times as much as I 
do,” (replied Miſs Stanhope}. «© I agree 
with you, Nancy, (cried Sydley); upon my 
ſoul I would not have been with your mother i 7 
Sir Robert's crazy chariot for fifty guineas; I 
dare ſay the poor horſes will not be able to draw 
her home to-night, they will be fo fatigued. 
Egad, Sir Robert, you ſhould have had ſome 
mercy on the beaſts, and ordered the ſervants 
to have brought the plough cattle to aſſiſt 
them.“ < Sir,---fir,---fir,---(fammered out 
the knight) I would have you to know there 
are not better horſes in the kingdom than mine. 
What do you mean? they would draw a weight: 
fifty times as great as your ladies; I tell you, 
Mr. Sydley, you never ſaw better horſes in 
your life.” My dear Sir Robert, (anſwered 
be) I did not mean to diſparage your horſes, 
far from it; I thought them too good: to be 
worked fo hard.“ MS. Sydley darted an 
* angry glance at her ſpouſe, and muttered the 
Log * brute!” 8 Robert was not * 


! 
| 


ties”, 4 Ah, madam, how can vou endure- 
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to be pacified, but kept talking to himſelf: 
derrder-de- deſpiſe my horſes | dam'e, there 


are not better horſes in the kingdom.” Bro- 
ther, (interrupted Miſs Alice) do not expoſe 
yourſelf, by this fooliſh behavious,z who meant 
to find fault with your beaſts? you are always 
making blunders, and then impute them to 
other people. Mr. Sydley did not ſay any 
thing to put you in this pett, only your 
ignorance: miſunderſtood him. Vou forget, 
Sir Robert, you are in the company of ladies, 


therefore you need not ſwear like a trooper 
© You are certainly right, madam, (anſwered. 
Mr. Sydley) I did not mean to offend Sir Ro- 


bert, upon my ſoul; but he muſt have miſun- 
derſtood mes as you ſay.” Then riſing, and 
leaning on the back of Emilia's chair, he 
fared oonſidently in Harriet's face with viſible 


approbation, and taking out his ſnuſÞ-box, of- 


fered it to her. I never take fnuff, ſir.“ 
Not take ſnuff, madam ! Men Dieu Then 
turning to his daughter, W ure 
nen 14 eib 4020 free Tx! 
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E Julian muſe”; i 
like Italian compoſitions better than Engliſh, 


Miſs|/Abinton ?” f "of « I am fond of hoth, ſir Hy 
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an:;Engliſh ditty, a horrid Engliſh. ballad? I 
thought by your appearance your taſte was 
equally delicate; nothing is bearable in mu- 
ſick that is not foreign. My Harriet, (in- 
terrupted I) has ſo juſt a taſte, that ſhe can al- 
low to every compoſition, its full merit, be it 
Engliſh or Italian; I, aſſure you, Mr. Sydley, 
this dear girl is one of auen of mu- 
ſick in the world.” 

He ſtood aghaſt to bear Sag Fer her ſo 
familiarly. |. Tou are very obliging, Sir 
James, (anſwered Miſs Abinton) to give me 
ſuch a character, but your partiality ſhews 
vou the few merits I poſſeſs. through the 
mirror of prejudice.” _< No, my beloved 
Harriet, I only do you juſtice i in ſaying what. I. 
did.” She bowed, and. turning to Mr. Syd- 
ley, went on thus: © You ſay, fir, no com- 
poſitions but foreign are tolerable; z what think 
you of Handel's ?” „ Why, madam, (an- 
ſwered the fop) Handel does very well to ſtun 
one, but he has not the. ſmalleſt, delicacy or- 
ſoftneſs ; all loud roaring, hardly ſupportable. 
Now the Italian is beautiful harmony, that 
ſtrikes the ſoul with ecſtacy.”. „e Well, fir, 
(anſwered. ſhe) if you do not 1 Handel 
merit, I cannot pretend to plead for any other 


of our compoſers.” Mr. Sydley,, madam, 
| ene the nes N has been ſo much 


rr 


muſick 3 


1 
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muſick; not that he can poſſibly be fo blind 28 
to depreciate Handel's pieces ; but he has been 
fo long a ſtranger to them, that he miſtakes 
their grandeur for noiſe,” And who told 


you, my pretty Emilia, I could not diftin- 


guiſh grandeur from noiſe? (anſwered he, 
taking her hands) your wiſe mother there, who 
when ſhe thunders her charge of faſhion, for- 
tune, and quality in my ears, has perſuaded 
you the is acting grandly.” No, indeed, 
fir, (anſwered ſhe) I have not the honour of 
being taken ſo much notice of by my mama.“ 
I believe thee, Emily, upon my ſoul, and 
if you was not a good-temper'd girl, you 
would not bear her inſupportable inſolence; 
me takes no notice of any body but that ſtiff 
thing thy ſiſter, and ſometimes laviſhes her 
odious fondneſs upon me; but I am ſhackled, 
and 1 cannot help myſelf; this damm d matri- 
mony is the ruin of a ſprightly fellow. 

We were called from obſerving this compleat 
macaroni, by a loud diſpute at the upper-end 
of the room between Sir Robert and his ſiſter ;; 
the baronet, offended at Miſs Alice's rebuke, 
was venting his paſſion in no very genteel lan- 

uage; and the lady, no lefs enraged, told him 
2 was only fit to keep company with his ſtable 


1 boys. Mr. Arthur was in vain endeavouring - 


to bring them to reaſon ; but finding the effort 
he made was diſregarded, he propoſed à little 
t6- Luna FIG | * 


* the i: W en 
immediately agreed to. Mrs. Sydley obſerving 
our intention, faid ſhe would accompany us 
Mr. Sydley did all he could to prevent her, 
but go ſhe would, and away we went, leaving 
my aunts to- make up the- 2 
N and his ſiſter. 

Mrs. Sydley — na when hald of. hon 


puliad's — no, pardon me child, (faid' 


he) I cannot dear your weight, upon my ſoul. 
Then taking the hand of Emilia, come, my 
dear girl, you ſhall be my companion.” Upon 
my word, Charles, (ſaid his confort) you 


make that girl ſo horrid vain by the notice you, 


take of her, that there is no living: ſhe was 


always ſufficiently proud, but now there is no 


bearing her.“ 4 And is it to be wondered at, 
madam, (anſwered he) that I take notice of: 


. the only perſon in the family, inte which. I 


have married, that is deferving” 
of. it? « Very well, Mr. Sydley ; I ſhall 


for the future know who I have: to thank for 
your ill behaviour; that pert, inſolent flut, 
ſhall not dare to repreſent her mother in ſuch 


a lig *, Indeed, madam, 1 never repre- 


ſented you any otherwiſe than as the beſt of 
parents, (anſwered the fair Emilia) I appeal 


to Mr. Sydley himſelf to declare whether I 
ever di Her gentle eyes were ſuffuſed with 
tears. Make no excuſes, Miß Emily, (cried 
I her 
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ber fl. natured ſiſter) tis very plain.” O 
Nancy, © (anſwered ſhe) "you ſhould not be 
_ againſt me; this is too much.” She wept aloud. 
F-faw Arthur was greatly affected, and reſtrained 
himſelf" with difficulty. Mr. Sydley took her 
hand; „ Comfoft yourſelf, ty dear Emilia, 
(ſaid he) regard not their littlè malice, but rife 
ſuperior to them in this as in every thing elſe. 
The ladies cbuld not bear this preference. 
Mrs. Sydley taking her eldeſt daughter by the 
arm, returned back to the houſe, vowing ſhe 
would be revenged on that vile girl,? 

When ſhe was gone, we: all endeavoured to 
comfort the weeping Emilia, / eſpecially my 
Harriet; ſhe ſoon regained her "tranquillity, 
though ſhe declared the was apprehenſwe” of 
her mother and ſiſters verigeance ; for, alas! 
my dear Miſe Abinton, (continued ſhe) for 
What reaſom I kno- not; but they hate me. 
Ihe reafon is evident, Emilia; '(anfwered. 
Me S dle) your foòliſſi mother is piquedito 
ſte ybu ſo far ſurpaſs your ſiſter, who in per- 
ſon and underſtanding is exactly like herfelf, 
and therefore diſlikes merit ſhe cannot equal. 
As to Nancy, her ehvious diſpoſition is the 
cauſe of her treatment; but dry up your tears, 
my dear girl, you need not fear them while 1 
am here; I would throw them both out of 
window if: they were to do any thing to hurt 

you; as to their railing, no matter, but they 
1 {hall 


* 
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ſhall not * you. . I, thank you, fir, 
(replied ſhe); I have many; obligations to you, 
for which I ſhall. ever be grateful.“ The 
foibles of Mr. Sydley are loſt when I con- 
template his generous behaviour to this amiable 
girl; but for bn e would be in a ſhocking 
tuition: om: i Gbit Kant bas = 
dhe apologized to my Harriet for taking up 
enen own concerns; „ but the un- 
fortunate debate you was juſt now witneſs to, 
(faid ſhe) muſt hare informed you, madam, I 
am not happy.“ Make no apologies to me, 
my dear Miſs Stanhope, (replied Harriet) I 
am greatly intereſted: in your fate, and would 
do any thing to render your - ſituation. more 
agreeable. I hope time, and Mrs: Sydley's 
knowledge of your merits, may make the im- 
preffion they deſerve, and ſhe may prize ſuch 
a child as ſhe ought.” Emilia fighed, and we 
turned the converſation}! © 179 2uggat 1. 
We had 2 delightful walk in the park, and 
returned juſt time enough for dinner.” We 
found the company more compoſed than when 
we left them, though very gloomy, except Sir 
Robert, Who had entirely forgot his anger, 
and was quite reconciled to his fifter, * Not ſo 
the haughty lady; ſhe preſerved the grateſt 
ſtiffneſs ' to all his ſpeeches; ſhe would not 
deign an anſwer, nor did ſhe often ſpeak her · 
* Ou the day; except when her brother 
43 aſſerted 
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aſſerted any thing, -which/hewas apt to do, ſhe 
eontradicted him, all which the patient 
diebnet bore with the utmoſt temper and phi- 
loſophy; nothing but his horſes would work 
him into a paſſion, and of them he was very 
tenacious, as he valued himſelf on their beauty, 
ſtrength, and exact likeneſs to each other. 


Mrs. Sydley was not fo compoſed, but conti- 
nually looked at the innocent Emilia with the 


utmoſt rage and contempt. - As to her huſ- 
band, the well knew her looks were loſt on 
him, ten was content to. cauſa _ 
| We were pow fummencd tothe dining-reoms 
. nad after a thouſand - ceremonies, were feated 
at table, which was elegantly covered. The 


by — out a little, bafore þ ct rat 
placing it where ſhe liked, as ſhe triumphantly 
declared to her ſiſter after the company were 
departed. The converſation at dinner was of 
a piece with the ſpecimen I have given you: 
therefore it will not bear repeating, My Har- 
riet ſpoke but little, neither did Emilia nor 
Arthur; indeed Mrs. Sydley in general was 
the only orator. Het con verſation conſiſted of 
the number of people of faſhion; ſhe knew 
the great conyenicnce of keeping a carriage in 
_ | London, 
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London, dreſs, and things of equal importanceg 
When we had dined, as the gentlemen de- 
clined drinking, we all retired to the Mufick- 
room. Emilia played and ſung, but Miſa 
Stanhape would do neither; ſhe has à very 
pretty voice, and good judgment. My Har- 
riet next performed ſome of Handel's , beſt 
ſongy, and in ſpite of Mr. Sydley's hatred: to 
Engliſh compoſition, he was charmed with 
this: he declared he never ſaw any thing equal 
to her execution, nor heard ſo — A 
voice: ſhe entertained us for ſeveral hours, af- 
ter my aunts, Mrs, Sydley, her eldeſt daugh- 
ter, Sir Robert and his ſiſter were ſet down to 
cards. As the evening was ſine, we again tool 
a very agreeable; walk, and ftaid out till near 
nine o'clock. At parting, Miſs Abinton 
begged Emilia would favour her with a further 
— which ſhe chearfully promiſed, and 
Mrs. Sydley engaged to bring her to Elm- 
wood. after much form and ceremony they 
left us, and I ordered my chariot to convey 
my beloved to her mother. When we were 
ſeated, I took her hand; . My dear Harriet, 
(id I) I am more Er with your behaviour 
w-tlay to the youngeſt Miſs Stanhope, than 1 
8 Lam very happy to have met 

with your approbation, Sir James, but indeed 
I cauld do no leſs; her ſituation is very ter- 
rihle: BOW gay Jam in amothes!” Tou 
are, 


x66 FEMALE'-STABILIFY. 
are, my lovely girl; and I hope you will be as 
happy in a huſband.” O, Sir James, I do not 
doubt it: how very miſerable ſhould I be to be 
married to ſuch a man as Mr. Sydley ! -*Tis 
true his lady is not the moſt agreeable woman 
in the world, but he treats her cruelly.“ „ He 
does, my dear Harriet, (anſwered I) but fome- 
thing may be ſaid in his defence: he has been 
uſed to the gay ſcenes of life, and the low and 
contracted” yorione' oy his wife mat W 
kim.“ 1 
The uud of the be nme pesd our 
diſcourſe, and as it was late, I only delivered 
my Harriet to her mother, enquired after her 
health, and returned to the park. My aunts 
were diſputing about the diſh again, from 
which they got to giving their opinions of the 
new inhabitants of Trout-hall. Miſs Betty 
obſerved, they were all a pack of ridiculous 
creatures. ' The other ladies excepted Emilia, 
and aſked my opinion, but as I did not deſire a 
freſn argument, I declined giving it. I retired 
to my room, and ſat don to ſeribble this to 
you. I am afraid you will be heartily tired of | 
my letters, and repent your having: deſired me 
to be fo very particular; but as you are in the 
country, you may find time to read them; ſo 
Iwill go on. Farewel: I muſt lay afide my 
. ow __ booty. ace I am fincerely yours, 


„ "Janes THOMPSON, 


4 
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AM very forry, Sir Hirry; you have been 

uneaſy at my ſilence; but as the cauſe of it was 

the dangerous illneſs of Miſs Ayſcough, I hope 
it will plead my excuſe. Iwiſhed not to make 

you uncaſy, therefore forbore to write, till I 

could ſend you a more favourable account, 

which I am at laſt enabled to:do.---$he lives, 
and may for ſome time longer; but Dr. —— 

pronounces it entirely impoſſible ſhe ſhoutd - 
ever recover it: her conſtitution has'reetived-a 
terrible ſhock, and he fears her continyance in 
this world will, not he very long. , 1.confeſs, 

Sir Harry, I have not been more ſhocked a 

great while, than at the ſufferings of this lady. 

Eyerꝝ care has been taken of her that was 

poſſible: ſhe is very much beloved by all the 

ſervapts, and every perſon about the eſtate: 
not a tenant of, your's, but has enquired after 


her: the ſweetneſs: and; gentleneſs of her de- 
portment has endeared her to the whole village. 
The good, curate, who has frequently attended 


E 


her, declares he ſhall, be edified by her piety as 


long as he lives. I have conſtantly viſited her 
twice, or three times a- day, and have Aways 
deen admitted. . She, often enquired. after you, 
and Fun if you were informed of her illneſs. 
1 


- ©» 


263 FEMA PE 8TABILITY. 
I told her the orders you had given, that ſhe 
. ſhould have che beſt advice England could af- 
ford; and wiſhed to know-if ſhe was ſatisfied 
'with Dr.. Entirely, Captain Mon- 
tague, {anſwered ſhe) no one has more {ki} 
chan that phyſician ; but it is not in che power 
of medicine to benefit me; my diſorder ariſes 
from an uneaſy mind, and nothing but death 
vill be an effectual remedy. 'Ydu may, if you 
pleaſe; thank Sir Harry for this mark of ten- 
derneſs he has ſhewn me: I have nothing to 
complain of but my own weakneſs and folly ; 
I ſhould have iprofited better by the eduention 1 
was bleſſed with. If I had never ſeen Sir 
Harry, I had been happy; he won my youth- 
ful heart, and drew me from the kind pro- 
tecting roof of the beſt of fathers: Alas! I 
fear my fatal error brought his venerable hairs 
with ſorrow to the grave?” Her emotions were 
ſo violent ſhe could not proceed: I tried to 
ſooth her anguiſh' by every method in my 
power. Compoſe yourſelf, my dear Miſs 
Ayſcough, (ſaid d) perhaps your facher lives, 
n when he is wit- 
neſs to your ſorrow, n ean- 
not withhold his She ſhock her 
head, ah, Captain Mentague 1 he will ne- 
ver again look on me, if he yet ſurvives! he is 
too ſcrupulouſly honeſt to caſt his eyes on a 
ur wech robbed of f every ding that once 
ä 8 made 
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made-her worthy his affection. How would 
theſe innocent children appear to my offended 
father, the living proof of his daughter's in- 


famy? Talk not of comfort, I can no more 
look forward to any thing comfortable; my 


hopes in this world are all overcaſt and clouded. 


Alas! I have ftamped infamy upon theſe hap- 
leſs boys; have brought a tender mother to the 
grave, and planted in a father's heart the ago- 
nizing pangs of ruined peace] His honour, 
which has for many years remained ſpotleſs, 
by me is now. contaminated! My fatal indiſ- 
oretion made a parent forſake his peaceful dwel- 
ling, once the dear ſeat of calm content,” when' 
innocence adorned my early bloom, and ſeemed 
to promiſe a long day of virtue. Fach tree 
and beauteous flower that nature planted round 
our humble habitation, withered and loſt their 
graces. when I fell! Oft has my fond, my par- 
tial father, taught me morality and virtuous 
rules beneath the ſhade of a large oak, the fa- 
vourite of the plain: there has he often faid, 
& Ah, my Emilia, if thou would'ſt wiſh for 
happineſs, be virtuous: virtue alone can make 
theſe proſpects pleaſing. In vain wilt nature 
bloom, if the ſad mind has loſt its ehiefeſt god! 
Bereft of virtue, life will no longer chärm: 
tis this that puts the nobleman ** peaſant 
on n level. The mind that is really good, makes 


to itſelf N Fear not, my W 3 


tation of Miſs Smyth, (if it may be called 
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the ſhocks and miſeries of life; in ſpite of theſe, 


if thou art virtuaus, thou wilt {till be happy.” 


Ah! Captain Montague, had you but known 
my father, you would not wonder at my heart- 


felt ſorrow and regret for in acted ſo un- 
worthily.“ 

In vain 1 ſought to give har. conſalation by 
ſubtile ſophiſtry; art loſt its influence; I could 
not calm the tumults of her ſoul, for I could 


not tell her ſhe was innocent. Pardon me, Sir 
Harry, for ſending you this melancholy con- 


verſation; but it was ſo freſh in my imagina- 
tion, that I could not help tranſeribing it from 
I do not think Miſs Ayſeough in any imme- 
diate danger, ſhe may yet live ſeveral years: 
grief is making great depredations in her deli- 
cate frame; but it will be ſome time before it 
reduces the fair fabrick to ruin. I am deeply 


affected at her approaching cataſtrophe. -'The 


two boys are well, and very happy: their weep- 
ing mother ſeems for a moment to forget her 
ſorrow, while attending to their innocent di- 


verſians. Eee eee 


ten mention their father. 
You were fortunate in diſcovering thn habi- 


fortunate) the farwarding your ſchemes in re- 
ſpect to the lovely Miſs Belville. Surely, Sir 
Harry, the uncommon worth of 2 lady 

| | ſhould 
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mould deter you from injuring her, You may, 


perhaps, condemn me for a weak, ſimple fellow, 
when I tell you the ſcenes I have been witneſs 


to at Fairy-hill have made me another man. 
I regard the ſeduction of innocence as one of 
the greateſt crimes ; before, I uſed to look up- 
on it with no horror. I ſee a very lovely and 
amiable woman falling a ſacrifice to the crimi - 
nal indulgence of paſſion. I am like a man 
awakened from a dream : the folly of my for- 
mer opinions ſtare me in the face, and I am 
aſhamed of them. I have a zeal regard for you, 
Sir Harry, and am under various obligations 
to your friendſhip: no way in my power I can 
fo effectually return them as adyiling; you, to 
lay aſide all diſhonourable ſchemes on Miſs 


Belville. Believe me you will ſpare yourſelf 


an infinite deal of pain by it. The time will 
dome when you would reſign all hopes of hap» 
pineſs here, to undo ſome actions of your life. 
Forgive my ſpeaking ſo freely; but my nature 
recoils' at the idea of another woman's being 


reduced to Miſs Ayſcough's fituation. In 


every thing that is not diſhonourable, you may 
2 _ be i * . and humble 


Tomas Monroes. 
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| being informed of the moſt minute circumſtance 


that may happen to her Louiſa, Iwill ſet down 


| every thing that occurs, and by the firſt oppor- 


tunity diſpatch my packet to England. Soon 


after I wrote my laſt letter to you, my father 


was. prevailed on to leave Venice and come to 


this place, where we arrived fafe without any 
thing happening material enough to relate. 
Soon after we were ſettled to our ſatisfaction, I 
had, the happineſs of perceiving the health of 
my beloved parent greatly mended.” The change 
of air and difference of objects had a pleaſing 
effect; and I obſerved he was more chearful 
and happy after he had been here a fortnight; 


than I had/known him for a great while. He 
ſeemed to remember my mother with the ſame 
grief, but it was more reſigned; He often ſpoke 
of her in the higheſt ſtrain, and without that 
exceſhve melancholy he always experienced in 
England for a long time after any one menti- 
oned her name. Sometimes he would ſay, “1 


have hardly miſſed my Elvira, the ſtill lives in 
my Louiſa; thy tender affiduities, my daugh- 
Fry. have ſo kindly e the place of my 


amiable 
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amiable wife, that they have brought me back 
from her peaceful urn to wiſh for life. I 
am now. reſigned. to the diſpenſations of pro- 
vidence, and only think my Elvira has taken 
a journey a little before me, where, in a few 
hort years, I ſhall ſurely follow her; again be 
reunited- to her virtues in à bleſſed eternity, 
never to be ſeparated more. I no longer! grieve 
that ſhe was called hence ſo ſoon; her goodneſs 
merited an early reward: it was the will of hes 
creator. Ah! may her patient reſignation to 
the ſupreme commands, inſpire me with reſo- 
lution to follow her bright example in the hour 
of trial, and I ſhall be happy. I thank hea- 
ven, that it has enabled me to attain a frame of 
mind like this. The tender efforts of my Lou- 
iſa and my other kind friends, will be no longer - 
diſregarded; -I am again reconciled to life.” 
Thus dees my father talk. I cannot convey | 
to you by: Words an idea of the ſatisfaction my 
heart experiences at this agreeable alteration. 
As his mind became tranquil and ſerene, his 
health amended, and by the time we had been 
a month in the ſouth of France; I had the plea- 
ſure to fee him near as well as ever I knew him. 
I know: what infinite ſatisfaction you will 
feel when you read this account. I judge of 
my Adeline by the feelings of my own boſom- 
Are we not one? when dic the ſentiments of 
1 thy Louiſa differ? Under the ſame kind 
By roof, 
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roof, our friendſhip grew; the ſame forming 
bands led our young minds to virtuous know- 
ledge, and the ſame houſe contained us: brought 
up together, each ſhared the other's troubles, 
When infancy confined our minds to childiſh 
recreation, we were ſtill inſeparable: : the ſame 
paurſuits engaged our little hearts, and where 
you met with one, you ſurely found the other. 
Like two young lilies blooming -on the plain, 
nurſed by one bounteous hand, they grew to- 
gether, and threw their gentle influence wide 
around; dreſſed in their native innocence, they 
raiſe their ſpotleſs heads in gratitude to heaven, 
and ſhine the ſnowy ſiſters of the ſylvan ſhade 3 
mean while the gaudy crocus riſes round, and, 
with the yellow hue of jealouſy, beholds the 
humble friends, envying beholds ; - regardleſs 
they: bloom on, the favourites of nature, em- 
blems of her own ſweet ſimplicity. Content 
they live protected by the goddeſs of the ſpring, 
ho guards their tender frames with leaves of 
glowing green: thus, would my dear mother oſ- 
ten ſay, bloomed forth her matchleſs children, 
beauteous and ſpotleſs like the lily. Qh, Ade- 
line, her tender partiality to us A wel 
on my mind with pleaſing recollection. 
When we had, den here e month; my 
"father was ſo much better, he propoſed we 


hauls ſhate in the amuſements of the place, 
Which had;hitherto been GR We- 2 
ein made 


— 
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made no material acquaintance in France, as I 
had ſtayed conſtantly at home, and my father had 
not been well enough to go out much; but he 
now attended me to ſee every thing that was wor- 
thy obſervation. This day, as we were coming 
from Maſs, my father was accoſted by an old | 
gentleman whom he did not recollect immedi- 
| ately. <© My dear Somners,” ſaid the ſtran- 
ger, © have you forgot your friend De Revi- 
ers?” «© How!” cried my father, do I be- 
hold the Marquis De Reviers?“ © You do, 
upon my honour,” anſwered he, “ and he re- 
joices to ſce you in France: how is Mrs, Som- 
ners ! 4 Alas | my Lord,” anſwered my fa- 
ther, ** ſhe has long ſince joined het kindred 
heaven z but this is her living repreſentative : 
My Louiſa hay all her mother's virtues.” „ She 
has her deauty,“ anſwered the Marquis, „and 
I cannot pay her a greater compliment than to 
ſay fo. Your mother, mademoi/elle, was the love- 
lieſt woman in France, when ſhe honoured it 
with her prefence.” I bowed and bluſhed, 
«© Your daughter, Somners,” continued the 
Marquis, < is the fineſt girl I ever beheld, 
(taking out his glaſs, and looking in my face;) 
The young gentlemen will have no chance if 
they behold the Toyely Englifhwoman,” « You 
are very obliging, my Lord,“ anſwered my fa- 
mak my Fin has ge ſuperior to her 
HA * 
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beauty... They muſt be great, indeed, if 
they are,” replied he; „but you will favour 
me with your company at my houſe: I ſhall 
be happy to ſee you and your daughter; I with 
to hear what has happened to you ſince our ſe- 
paration.” IJ am as impatient in that reſpect 
a8 yourſelf, my Lord,” ſaid my father; “and 
if you are diſengaged, will do myſaf the plea- 
ſure of waiting on you to-morrow.” He ſaid 
he ſhould rejoice ta ſee him; and, with more 

encomiums on my perſon, we parted. wy 
As ſoon as we came home, I aſked. my 
father bow he became acquainted with the 
Marquis ? My dear Louiſa,” ſaid he, 4 it 


| is now above twenty years ago ſince our ac- 


quaintance commenced.. Soon after my mar- 
. riage with your mother, my brother, Colonel 

: Somners, was ordered abroad, as we were then 

at war with France. He had been united a 
great while to a very amiable woman: they had 
no children, when he was deſtined to leave 
the kingdom; ſhe was determined to accompa- 
ny him, notwithſtanding the perſuaſions of 
her friends to the contrary, The evening 1 
took leave of them I ſhall never forget. My 
Elvira parted with them in London, but I at- 
tended them to Dover. She would have gone, 
but as ſhe was with child, her phyſician 
thought che Shock would be wy ach for her. 


a K. he 
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The evening before they ſet ſail, the Colonel 
addreſſed me thus: / My dear Will, (ſaid he) 
you have always been the beſt of brothers, as 

well as friends: I am going to leave you, per- 

haps never to behold you more! If I ſhould 
fall, promiſe me you will bear my poor Maria 
ſafe from the hoſtile land of France. When 
you hear of my death, fly inſtantly to her re- 
lief, and writh your excellent Elvira, try to 
eomfort her.“ I aſſured: him, if we had the 
misfortune to loſe him, I would immediately 
come over, and fetch Mrs. Somners ſafe to 
England. But, Edward, (ſaid I) why do 
you ſuffer your mind td dwell on ſuch melan- 
choly ideas? I hope you will return in tri- 
umph ; and we may all be happy. I hope 
ſo too, (anſwered he) but you know the chance 
of war is uncertain, and I may fall; therefore 
J would, in that caſe, preſerve every conſola- 
tion for my poor Maria. Do not imagine, 

brother, I am 7 elancholy at the proſpe& of 

fighting; no, I rejoice at this opportunity of 
ſerving my country, for whom I would tefign 
my life with-pleafure. I have no fears but for 
my wife; I know what ſhe would ſuffer at my 
death. * Indeed, Ibuita, he ſaid true; he had 
no fears; he was incapable of fear; no man was 

ever braver than your uncle; and none had 
finer feelings; he was an honour to his caun- 


11 Here my — 


at ac 
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eyes. I wept aloud, but begged him to pro- 
ceed with his melancholy ſtory, as I had never 
heard the fate of my unhappy unele. -- My 
deareſt Louiſa, (anſwered he) I ſeldom men- 
tioned my brother in your hearing, as it only 
occahoned difagreeable ideas: but now the ſight 
of the Marquis has ſufficiently done that, I 
will proceed to tell you the whole circumſtance. 

The parting between my brother and me 
was dreadful, as you may imagine: I held him 
in my arms, my prophetic ſoul then foretold 
for the laſt time: Maria ſhared in our woe; 
and for a time I was inſenſible to every thing. 
At laſt, the Colonel breaking from me, ex- 
elaimed, adieu, my brother! this weakneſs 
ill-becomes a ſoldier.” He haſtily left the 
room, and I faw him no more. I took a tender 
leave of Mrs. Somners, and with a heavy heart 

| ſet out for London. The affection of Elvira, 
and the birth of you, my dear girl, ' baniſhed, 
in a great degree, the ſorrow I felt for the loſs 
of the Colonel. We had two letters from him, 
after his arrival in France; the laſt was wrote 
in high ſpirits, the-eveniug before the two ar- 
mies engaged; the young man appearing in 
every line, he was impatient for the battle, 
alas, too ſoon it came! the next day's ſun be- 
| held his brave exploits, but on his early worth 


nel er yoſe again. That fatal day be fell; the 
blooming Edward found an honourable grave, 
wa 9 2 
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and by his grateful country was fincerely la- 
mented among her nobleſt heroes. This me- 
lancholy news reached us two months after it 
happened; and I then propofed going to France, 
as had promifed the Colonel, whofe death 
both Elvira and myſelf ſeverely felt. Accord- 
ingly we ſat out, leaving you, then an infant 
of three months old, to the care of Sir Ed- 
ward, and Lady Belville. We arrived ſafe at 
Paris, and immediately ſought the gentleman 
who had ſent us the intelligence of the Colo- 
nel's death. He was gone into Flanders; we 
followed him, and fortunately found him. I 
eagerly enquited where Mrs. Somners was: he 
told me he could not tell, but believed ſhe had 
left the French dominions immediately after 
her huſband's death; that ſhe had not been 
heard of ſince. I was very much fhocked at 
this account, and determined to fearch all over 
France but I would find her. I did fo, but 
| ſearched in vain; no traces could I find that 
might. diſcover her. On our return from one 
of theſe vain purſuits, we met the carriage of 
the Marquis de Reviers: ours, by the ilt-ma- 
nagement of the driver, was vun againſt it, and 
broke all to pieces. As we were a great dif- 
tance from a town, the Marquis offered us 2 
eonveyance in his: we joyſully accepted it, 
and went with him to Paris. The civitity of 
this action made me deſirous of being acquaint- 


180 FEMALE STABILITY, 


ed with him, of which he heartily approved, and 
introduced me at Verſailles, where I was re- 
ceived with the utmoſt politeneſs by the French 
Monarch. We paſſed a moſt agreeable half 
year at Paris, during which time I made every 
enquiry. after my ſiſter, but no tidings could I 
learn of her. The Marquis, grew extremely 
fond of me, and never was happy when he was 
oat of my company; he was a very agreeable 
man, and I ſpent/a great deal of time with 
him. My Elvira was taken much notice of 
by the Lady of the Marquis, who was a moſt 
beautiful and accompliſhed woman. They had 
one ſon about four years old, of whom they 
were doatingly fond. (I forgot to enquire af- 
ter him to- day, but I hope he yet lives.) The 
countenance and eſteem of a family ſo noble 
was. very agreeable to us; and if we had our 
little Louiſa with us, we ſhould have ſtaid much 
longer; but as Sir Edward would not conſent 
ſhe ſhould run the hazard of a voyage, we 
determined to return ſpeedily to England, hav- 
ing reſigned all hopes of finding Mrs. Somners. 
We told our reſolution to the Marquis and 


Marchioneſs, who expreſſed the greateſt regret 
at our leaving France. We parted with mu- 
tual concern, and they promiſed to viſit us the 
enſuing year in England, and in the mean time 
45-51 | Ws bra Fenn AC 
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accordingly they fulfilled their promiſe, 2 
ſpent ſix months with us. 1 


Nothing could exceed the joy my Elvira ex- 
preſſed at again beholding her Louiſa; my hap- 


bpPineſs fell little ſhort: had it not been for the 


melancholy thought of what Maria might un- 
dergo, helpleſs and unprotected, I ſhould not 
have had an uneaſy moment; yet ſometimes I 
could not help thinking we ſhould again be- 
hold her; but the arrival of the Marquis and 

Marchioneſs in England, effectually eradicated 

thoſe-ideas, and I ſuppoſed ſhe was dead. They 
told me they had made every poſſible enquiry, 
but noſuch perſon was to be found. My gen- 
tle wife and I gave many a tear to the memory 


of our brother and ſiſter, whom we concluded 


were both inhabitants of a better world; nor 
has any thing happened from that day to this 
to change that opinion. Setting this circum- 
ſtance out of the queſtion, I do not think 
there was a happier ſet of people together than 
we were. The Marquis and Marchioneſs were 
under the ſame roof with us; Sir Edward and 
Lady Belville never let a day paſs without ſee- 
ing us: the Marchioneſs would frequently 
obſerve, ſhe never ſaw ſuch lovely children 
as we could boaſt, They had their little ſon: 
with them, and my Adeline and wanne 
Oye formed: _ en 1 * 
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<< The return of this amiable pair to France, 
gave us the greateſt pain,” and we all mutually 
agreed to viſit each other alternately. We put 
this in practice for three years, and in the in- 
termediate time regularly correſponded. The 
death of the Marchioneſs interrupted this 
friendly intercourſe, and by degrees we left off 
writing; a variety of circumſtances happening 
to prevent our renewing it, which was often 
wiſhed by. me; as I had not heard from the 
Marquis for à long time, I imagined he was 
dead, and never gl this morning was unde- 
ceived.” * 

_ Here my ** * 0 and I-thanked 1. 
fon his entertaining. narrative. I could not 
help paying a tribute. of tears to the misfor- 
tunes of my uncle and aunt Somners. Ah, 
dear Adeline, what uncommon. diſtreſs! I 
dare ſay. the unhappy Maria, ſoon after her 
huſband paid the debt of nature, had ſhe been 
* living ſhe muſt have been known; for by the 
variety of ways my father took to find her, ſhe 
could not have remained concealed. This 
very evening your letters were brought me: 
thank you, my kind, my affectionate Adeline, 
for your expreſſions of tenderneſs both for thy 
Louifa and her father. Omit not to ſend all 
you write to Miſs Abinton afterwards to me, 
as every thing that relates to you is conſequen- 
tial to me. I ſhewed your packet to my father; 
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he was delighted with it: he intends writing 
to you himſelf,” and will beft expreſs his ap- 
probation. Surely, my amiable friend, you 
are too rigorous to the gentlemen drawn fo 
amiable: Has not either been able to touch: 
your heart ? ah np! that heart is dead to love. 
blame thee not, my deareſt girl; and yet tis 
pity fo fweet a character ſhould not ſhine in 
foft domeſtic life; but yet, my Adeline, thy 
own ſuperior . underſtanding will beſt direct 


Charles in his letter intreats my intereſt with 
you in favour of the Earl, from himſelf in- 
treats it : he draws him in a ftriking point of 
view; pictures his love in the moſt affecting 
colours. What can I ſay, knowing as I do 
the circumſtances of your former life? If 
your mind til} dwells on the merits of your 
Auguſtus, (as I believe it does) I cannot fay 
2 word for the Earl; but if yout can recal 
your thoughts from the filent tomb, and once 
more fix them on the gay ſcenes of life, your 
gentle heart may in this nobleman find a tender, 
paſſionate admirer, fully ſenſible of your merit. 
But forgive me, my dear Adetine ; I am tos 
well informed of your difpoſition to ſuppoſe 
you would change your reſolution of living 
ſingle; nay the very letter before me ſo lately 
wrote, might convince me the thought was 
ridleulous: however, I have performed the 
requefſ 
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requeſt, of Captain Freemer, in ſaying all I 
Sit for Lord Arundel. Again forgive me 
for pleading in favour of the Earl; he muſt be 
unhappy as well as Sir Edward. How unfor- 
tunate their fate] but could it be otherwiſe ? 
They muſt have loved my Adeline, and ſhe 
never could have returned it. Ah, my dear 
girl, your beauty and ſuperior endowments 
will make more unhappy. I know it pains 
thy gentle breaſt to inflict uneaſineſs, but na- 
ture has made you ſo very lovely, you cannot 
expect to paſs through life without many trou- 
bles of the tender fort, . I thank you for hav- 
ing brought my violent Charles to reaſon : 
tell him he has obliged. me beyond words by 
complying with my. injunctions. I referred 
your opinion to my father about the original 
difference in the capacity of human creatures; 
he will ſend you his ſentiments on it. I agree 
with you in this as well as in moſt other things. 
When my father had conſidered that part of 
your letter, he ſaid. Why, Louiſa, this 
Adeline is a very pretty. philoſopher ; I muſt 
anſwer. this matter at large when, I have an op- 
portunity.“ I muſt break off, nn but 
Will reſume my gen. ' ettttoitef Ti 
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have been ſo engaged in attending the happy 
recovery of my father, I have not had time 
to do any thing. To- day, according to ap- 
pointment, we went to the Marquis de Re- 
viers's houſe : he expreſſed the utmoſt happineſs. 
at the fight of us, and introduced to us the 
young Marquis. His ſon received us with 
the natural politeneſs of his nation. Is it 
poſfible, my Lord Marquis, (ſaid my father] 
this young gentleman can be your ſon, that 
but a few years ago was my gueſt in Eng- 
land?'“ „ The ſame, Soniners, (replied the 
Marquis, ſighing) he was once the inhabitant 
of your Rouſe when his dear mother lived; this 
boy was the companion of your Louiſa and the 
blaoming Miſs Belville: how does ſhe do? Is 
ſhe as lovely as ſhe promiſed to be? Are her 
amiable parents living?” Alas! (anſwered 


my father) the worthy Sir Edward and his lady 


are now. no more; Miſs Belville is well, my 
Lord, and one of the fineſt women in the 
world; ſhe was left by her excellent father to 
my care, but having a dependance on a whim- 

ſical relation, who inſiſted ſhe ſhould not go 

out of the kingdom if ſhe wiſhed for his for- 
tune, ſhe was reluctantly obliged to ſtay in 
England.“ I ſhould be happy to have ſeen 
her, (anſwered he) I loved her father and mo- 
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ther, they were both. amiable, I n their 
death ſincerely.ü“ 
- Theſe recollections med to 0 a gloom 


over them both, and had it not been for young 
de Reviers, we ſhould all have been very me- 
lancholy; but he, by his ſprightlineſs and 
agreeable converſation, made the day paſs away 
pleaſingly : he was polite to me, and full of 
compliments, as the French generally are. The 
old Marquis and my father were a good deal 
engaged! in recounting the ſeveral circumſtan- 
ces that had befaſten them ſince they had laſt 
ſeen each other; during which time the young 
Marquis attached himſelf to me. He was very 
Iinquifitive about the cuſtoms and manners of 
England, which I deſcribed to him as well as 
I could. 1 found by his converſation he had 
read much, and was very ſenſible: ſetting aſide 
a great gallantry of language, he was more of 


| an Engliſhman than a Frenchman ; a ferious 


diſpoſition, and philoſophical turn, rather un- 
common, appeared in him: a moft enthuſiaſtic 

admirer of muſic and poetry, in both of which 
he excels. To ſum up his character in few 
words, I never met with a more accompliſhed 
nobleman; joined to the graces of the mind, 
he has added the graces of knowledge, The 
old Marquis has given him a very liberal edu- 


1 5 cation ; 3 ANG by his application he has made the 


FEMALE STABILITY. 167 


moſt of his advantages. Are you not curious, 
my dear Adeline, to know what ſort of perſon 
theſe intellectual perfeRions are cloathed in? 
Why, leſt you ſhould blame your Louiſa's 
neglect, I will give you the out- lines. In 
the, firſt place, he is tall, and well made; a 
good complexion (for a Frenchman) intelli- 
gent black eyes: his other features are regular: 
he is, in general, thought handſome; but I 
rather think he comes under the denomination 
of perſestiy agreeable. He attended me about 
the houſe and gardens, which are very fine: 
the utmoſt elegance of taſte appeared through» 
out the Whale. He told me his father was obli- 
gel to reſide in that part of France on account 
of his health, which has been for a great while 
declining. Do not you regret the neceſlity 
of your quitting Paris, my Lord?“ demanded 
your Louiſa. Nat at all, Miſs Somners 2 
the gaiety and diſſipation that prevail in that 
eity, do very well for a time; but they are ill 
calculated for a thinking mind. I often go 
there to ſee a ſiſter of mine, nn 
vent; but my ſtay is never very long.” << Has 
dan rugs es the veil,” my bay fart or does the 
only reſide there for improvement? << She has 
not yet taken the-veil, madam, but will very. 
foon ; notwithſtanding the uneaſineſs my fa- 

ver: and 2725 1 at ite. "Op N 
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luded © girl believes nothing elſe will make her 
00 Vou cannot imagine, Miſs Somners, 
What infinite pain her reſolution of paſling her 
life in a cloiſter has given me: for a time I 
ſtrongly oppoſed it; but ſhe declared no mo- 
tive on earth ſhould prevent her taking the veil. 
Finding our perſuaſions vain, both the Marquis 
and I reluctantly conſented; Setting aſide this 
unhappy bigotry to a ſecluded life, ſhe is a 
moſt amiable woman. When ſhe had obtained 
our conſent for her to follow her inclination, 
you would have thought her frantick with joy; 
heaven grant ſhe may not repent her choice !” 
I hope not, my Lord: as it is her fixed and 
| deliberate choice, I- ſhould; imagine no other 
way of life would make her happy?! Why 
really, Miſs Somners, I rather think fo from 
her obſtinate perſcveranceto this reſolution from 
infaney. She was unfortunately placed early in 
à convent, after the death of my mother, for 
whoſe Joſs my father was inconſolable: and as 
the guide and protectreſs af his daughter was 
gone, he placed his little Agnes with the ab- 
bes of a neighbouring monaſtery, where ſhe 
now is. As this lady was a relation, and par- 
ticular friend of the, late Marchioneſs, ſhe took 
uncommon care of my ſiſter, who grew ſo ex- 
tremely fond of her, that when my father would 

| have taken her. home, ſhe. begged to, \ ay: nat 
n the diſagreeable conſequence of his 
ls 
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ein and being ſatisfied with the pro · 
greſs ſne made in her education, he conſented. 
She never left the convent but with regret, and 
always expreſſed the greateſt deteſtation to. gai- 
ety, and ſighed for the time that would reſtore 
her to the peaceful ſerenity of the cloiſter. Too 


late my father ſaw his error, and would have 


detained her in the world, if poſlible ; ; but fee- 
ing her health decline, he ſuffered her again to 


viſit her beloved ſecluſion, and at laſt has con- 


ſented ſhe ſhould take the veil. I regret more 
than, eyer, her ſituation; for had ſhe been 


here, the would, moſt, likely, have made her- 


felf agreeable. to you,, madam, and have had 


the Honour. of knowing the loyelieſt woman in 
France. * You are very polite, my Lord; 


1 ſhould baun deen very happy in the, acquain> 
tance of your ſiſter: / if ſhe reſembles in the leaſt 


the geſt of her family, ſhe muſt be amiable.” 
Soon after this, we returned to the Marquis 
and my father, We paſſed an hour longer with 


them, and took our leaye. The old Marquis 


inſiſted we ſhould, be at his houſe as long aswe 


ſtaged: young He Reviers ſeconded the requeſt. 


At laſt my. father was prevailed on to promiſe 


** 


he would;come. in; three days to ſtay with them. 


T he gld Marquis, after having thanked him, 


tur to me; „ Well, ma chere Mademoiſelle | 
what fay, you ? * 6 I ſhall always rejoice to at · 


tend my father, my Lord, ” anſwered I, eſ- 
* 
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peclally! to the houſe of the Marquis de Re- 
viers“ / „ How do you find yourſelf, my 
Lord?” ſaid the Marquis, turning to his ſon; 
« are you not captivated with this fair 
young lady? for my part, I find my heart in 
a ſtrange flutter.” Then kiffing my Taha! he 
_ ,thanked me for my politeneſs. | 1 do not 
wonder at your Lordfhip's feeling ; the power 
of ſuch united perfections, (anſwered de Ri- 
viers) every one who ſees Miſs Somners, muſt 
- own he beholds the maſter-piece of nature.” 1 
bowed. * My father was delighted to hear his 
Louita commended. We took our leave with 
tepret, and returned home. 
This morning the young Marquis came to 
enquire after my health, and to offer his carri- 
age and attendance, if I pleaſed to take an air- 
ing. As I thought it might prove beneficial to 
my father, I conſented. We had a delightful 
excurſion. | When he took his*Feave, he in- 
treated we ſhould haſten our Vit to their houſe; 
and my father promiſed, the aer following the 
next, we would wait on them. 

I will write on, my dear Adeline, all that 
happens at the Marquiss," as 1 Know it will 
amuſe your. "But I muſt bid you Adieu, as 1 
have 101 heard a ſhip ſails for Eagland the firſt 
fair wind. I will write a few lines to Captain 
Freenzer, and therefore mult braut on; after 

."defir- 
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deſiring you to accept the moſt affeQionate loves 


from my n, and e 2 ü 
cere . 


tuen — 
ug Sounts to dau bass. 


0 Inch Ned in the preceding. 4: 
Aae 


ä You R "mY Captain Freemer, was the 
greateſt conſolation to my heart, though ſeveral 


parts of it gave me infinite pain. How could 


you, entertain a thought that your Louiſa | 


was capable of inconſtancy ? No, Charles; I 
ſhall never withdraw thoſe affections your me- 
rit gained. The light, volatile diſpoſition of the 
French, is by no means calculated to engage 
my heart, was it unprejudiced; and, as it is, 
were they the moſt amiable people in the whole 
world, they would not ſhake my regard for vod; 
a regard my reaſon approves. If it ſhould 
pleaſe heaven to prevent our union, I ſhould 
for ever renounce the idea of a ſecond engage - 
ment. The heart once truly attached, is not 

to be beſtowed a fecond time. I hope. theſe 
aſſurances will ſatisfy you, and that you, will 


not again pain my delicacy by inſinuating 
doubts * my ſtability. I thank you for con- 


4 forming 
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| forming to my injunctions; they were meant 
co benefit both. The diſpoſition of Sir Rich- 
ard Juſtified the ſteps I took. Knowing you 
28 I did, it would have been madneſs to have 
informed you of my intentions : I might rea- 
| ſonably have ſuppoſed, you would, by declaring 
your paſſion to Sir Richard, have involved 
yourſelf in difficulties; I was likewiſe con- 
vinced, if ſuch an ecclairciſſement had taken 
15 place, my father would never have bore the 
idea of an 9 700 5 27 made to an Alliance 


5 4% + # 


bi Tat with the fortune he could give her, 
an equal match for the fon of Sir Richard Free- 

mer; and as your father makes money, his chief 

object, was it not right to proceed as I did? 

You ſay you now ſee my conduct: in its Peer 

point of view ; I am glad you do: it h 

en me many uneaſy moments when I. have re 


| AcAee what you muſt have ſuffered. Believe 


me, 1 have 'more than ſhared your uneaſineſs. 
The ſame motive that induced me to keep the 
eircumſtance of "my leaving the kingdom a ſe- 
ertt from you, made me forbid you declaring 
your paſſion to my father. His: ſcrupulous ideas 
of juſtice arc ſuch, «that he would Have imme- 
diately forbid' 4 wow: Wilen he had been in- 
<0 Tt 17 . 444 A formed 
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formed of Sir Richard's diſpoſition; I chere- 
fote thought it better to ſpare myſelf the pain 
of obeying commands my heart pleaded againſt, ** 
and, by an innocent concealment, prevent us. 
| the miſery of a ſeparation, I know well my 
dear father would do any thing in his power to 
contribute- to my happineſs; - bat he would re- 
fuſe the offer of a prince, if he imagined he 
did not eſteem him his equal; and as my fixed 
determination is never to give him a moment's 
pain on this head, had he refuſed the propo- 
fals of your father ( providing he had been 
brought to make any) I ſhould haye acquieſced. 
in it; but by the method I have proceeded j in, we 
have avoided the painful trial: and as we have 
acted with reQitude, it may pleaſe heaven to 
fayour our mutual inclination; and the ſancti⸗ 8 
on of our friends may compleat our happineſs: x 
but if ſt mould! not, we muſt learn to ſupport... 
dur lot with fortitude. Of this be 2fured, no 
man but yourſelf will ever be eſteemed dy me 
in a tender light, let his merits and recommen- 
dation be what they will. 15 
- 'T Hare in your uneaſineſs * the 9 
tion of Sit Richard may heaven reſtore him to 
yoù, as it has graciouſly done my amiable parent 
to me. IQ can now, with certainty, pronounce 
my father is better chan he has been for = 
years; and I flatter myſelf he will continue ſo. 
Theaiv of France has done for him what no- 
n 1 e 


. FEMALE STABILITY. 


thing elle was capable of. On that account 
we ſhall ſtay longer here, I believe, than we 
at firſt propoſed, He has met with an old friend, 
whom he imagined long ſince dead, the Mar- | 
quis De Reviers; I dare ſay you have heard of 
him when you. was in France. We are going 
to ſtay at his houſe. There is a ſtrong friend- - 


_ ſhip between the Marquis and my father; he 


expreſſes much happineſs at being with him; . 
and, on that account, I rejoice. Perhaps y you 
ke heard the Marquis has a ſon; in caſe you 
ſhould not, I will here mention it. He has, in- 
deed, an amiable ſon, allowed to be the moſt 
accompliſhed nobleman i in France: but for all 
your Louiſa is going to reſide under the ſame 
roof with him, you need not fear his perſecti- 
ons will make any impreſſion on her heart. 
Believe me, Freemer, tis ſufficiently guarded ; ; 
therefore, though all. France may adore his 
merits, I fhall * them with the cald eye of 
eſteem. | 

You with to be ink A Miſs Belville 
refuſes every tender application; I am not at 
liberty to inform you che particulars. of her 
motives: only thus much I may reveal, the 
amiable Adeline has had a diſappointment, a 
cruel diſappointment, which, has rendered her 
incapable of experiencing ſecond attachment. 


| And.though T have; ſaid all I couldfor the Earls 


men it, Lam certain it will bewvith- 
1 T7 19 out 
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Gut effect: the is not to be ſhaken, She es 
both Lord Arundel and Sir Edward, but the 
will never marry either; I am ſorry for them; 
they are worthy and amiable men, as drawn by 
the dear girl herſelf, I have ſeen all the letters 

the wrote to Miſs Abinton, from the firſt day 
of her being at Mrs. Evelin 5, to the time ſhe 
wrote Her laſt letter to me; I am, therefore, 
very well acquainted with hs, She expreſſes 
the utmoſt pity for them, and acknowledges | 
ſhe eſteems them as brothers, but ſhe can do 
no more. I am charmed with her behaviour 
to them. Indeed I do not know ſuch another 
character as my Adeline's. Her amiable reſig> 
nation in the midſt of her greateſt conflicts, 
Was amazing. With all the tenderneſs and fe- 
male ſoftneſs that ever woman was endowed 
vrith, ſhe has a firmneſs and ſteadineſs of mind 
that would not diſgrace, a philoſopher. » 1 very 
well know all efforts would be in vain to move 
| her i in fayour of theſe gentlemen; and there- 
fore would adviſe vou not to plead for the Earl. 
| You would. only pain the gentle Adeline, but 
not Make her reſolution. . She has told him ſhe 
cannot regard , him as . lover; and however 
d dt 366, be mut abide by her determina- 


N 
' Tentizely p pardon your 1 e 
fodor not be uneaſy about that; they did, I dare 
a. proceed from re of your love; but 


2 as 
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2s I flatter myſelf you will be convinced, from 
what I have laid, they are without foundation, 
you will no more torment yourſelf, nor me, 
with ſuch ideas. "x would have wrote you a 
much longer letter, but Jam preſſed for time; 
the ſhip only waits for 1 my packet, and a wind 
to ſail : 1 muſt therefore bid you adieu, after aſ- 
| ſuring you ] I Jun and ever will be, your very 
2 85 N ; 


Lovisa SouneRs, 


Pes 8. You bad vaties encloſe your letters 
in Miſs Belville's, for fear of any diſagreeable 
accident. I would have wrote before, but 
rn 1 e 8: onee mate adieu. 


n ne 
F 
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Lrino, wy my, Adeline; iter to 7 
daughter, ke wilhes to know 1 "ty 1 ſentiments on 
a ſubject, on which ſhe has ſo elegantly ex- 
preſſed her own.” When was it Miſs Belville 
made a requeſt that was not by me immediately 
granted? never but once, and that was refuſed 
for her advantage; and I truſt it will prove 
-eminently fo. I congratulate you on at 
fortune of Admiral Harriſon being diſpoſed of 
to you: I well Know it is not à fingle benefit | 
| har will atiſe from it, but the heart of many 
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will have” reaſon” to rejoice at your affluence. 


I thank you for your enquiries, _ and tender 


anxiety after my health: T am, thank heaven, 


quite reſtored. Louiſa tells me ſhe has given 


you the particulars, and T need nat repeat 


them. Vour entertaining letters, my Adeline, 
have made many h6urs of my time paſs away 


very agreeably : but yet I think you are rather 
too grave for a young woman: indeed, by your 
letters T ſhould think you in the decline of life, 


inſtead of a fair blooming bud. I grant, you 
haye had things happen that mi ight caft a gloom 


upon e mind for a time; but this adherence 


| to/gravity for ſo many years after the misfor- 


tunes you lament, is extraordinary; ; and yet, 
you ſupport the ferious character ſo well, and 
are ſo amiable an example of patient meekneſs, | 


that I ſhould regret a change of diſpoſition in 


tho I think there ſhould be one. Do not 
imagine, from what I have faid, that I con- 


demn you; far from it; 1 only mean to hint a 


little more gaiety would not injure you. vou 
ſhould not, my dear child, give up the hope 


of happinefs here, 'becauſe y you have once been 
hurt: you afe yet far too young to reſign the 
innocent Te oy of life. You were formed 


7 


Os 


for domeſtiek comforts; why then, my Ade- 


line; ſhould you feſign all thoughts of moving 
in that amiable bers, ben th" the Earl, and 
Sir Edward, the virtues of your Auguſtus again 
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ſurvive?—But I will fay no more on this head; 
I well know the heart is not to be commanded. 
Your requeſting my opinion on a matter you 
ſo well explained yourſelf, flatters my vanity: 
however, as you wiſh for my ſentiments, 1 
will give them to yow- with. pleaſure. Had the 
original ſtate of nature, my dear Adeline, been. 
preſerved, and had mankind never ſwerved. 
from the innocence and happineſs of their pri-. 
mitive creation, you may depend upon it, there 
would have been an equality, as well in the 
endowments of the mind, as in the. ſonal 
appearance. Even now, as yeu juſtly ob- 
ferve, there is a greater equality than wany of 
us are willing to allow. The pride of educa- 
tion is apt to depreciate uninſtructed wiſdom ; 
and by the mere force of an acquired rhetorick,. 
ſet the abilities with which narure bas adorned 


8 natural powers wilt meet with but Kitle 
encouragement from the, world, unleſs thoſe 
powers have been improved by a claflical edu- 
cation: as if the knowledge of @ little. Latin 
and Greek could ſo improve the man, as to 
make him the public admiration; when, witb- 
out that ſingle adyantage, be would: be looked 
upon as inſignificant, and illiterate; 3 not would J 
any of his productions meet with, 2 reception 


inthe world, be their merit ever ſo great; be- 
cauſe he was n the dead languages. . 


Tou 
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You find, therefore, Adeline, my ſentiments 
correſpond with your's on this head: I do in- 
deed think our greateſt difference ariſes from 
education; at leaft our reception in the world; 
for tho man were a pope by nature, he muſt 
have gone through the ordinary courſe of know- 
ledge before he would be eſteemed.” I have 
often lamented, and ſtill continue to lament, 
this partiality of judging; for, although 1 al- 
low the advantages of education to be very 
great, yet, that a man who has had the misfor- 
tune to be deprived of them ſhould be eſteemed 
leſs meritorious in writing a good thing, merely 
becauſe he has not beea through i public ſchool, 
or ſpent ſome time at the unjyerfity, js yery 
hard: but the confequence” of © knowledge in 
weak minds is an affected pedantry; and as the 
generality of your critics are no more than in- 
ſufferable pedants, we need not be at a loſs why 
this notion has, by degrees, crept. into the 
world: as now-a-days, every man ſets up for a 
critic, and by the dint of impudence, and 2 
ſmattering of knowledge, abſolutely dec ce of 
men ten times their ſuperior. But, Adeline, 
you have applied to an old man for his opinion | 
in a cafe you underſtand better yourſelf: long 
unaccuſtomed to contemplations of this fort, 
am hardly able to form a judicious la ent on | 
| them. In my commerce with the great world, 
1 8 was diſguſted: I ſaw modeſt merit 
14 Adi 
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1 diſregarded, and often deſpiſed; while pedan- 
try, folly, and impudence obtained the moſt 
| advantageous reception from thoſe in power. 
Before I as married, I often amuſed myſelf 
by attending the levees of great men; in one of 
my viſits to the houſe of a leading man in the 
political wotld, I mes with a circumſtance that 
prevented my entering his doors again. As this 
event will entertain you better than the ſtiſf 
epinions of an old fellow, I will give it you. 
obſerved a gentleman, about 3a, years. of 
2ge,. conſtantly at the ſame hour attending the. 
; great man's levee, and by the little notice that 
was taken of him, I conjectured he had ſome 
demand to make on the purſe, or intereſt of the 
noble Lord. He often was obliged to depart 
without, being able to ſay a word to him, as he 
endeayoured to avoid him as much as poſiible. 
The poor man had a melancholy depicted -on 
his countenance that affected me extremely: 
one day I followed him out, and ſeeing him, 
turn towards the park, 1 joined him, «I bope. 
"ts (aid I) you will not think me imperti- 
nent, if I enquire the reaſon of your frequent. 
viſits to ——— ſquare? I aſk not from a 
mere motive of curioſity, but a deſire of ſerving. 
you. „ 4 I have met with ſo few inſtances, of 
friendſhip i in my life, fir, (anſwered he) that I. 
eagerly embrace the moſt diſtant proſpect of, 
ys Ne bleſſed with a friend. Iam convinced, 
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by your appearance and addreſs, you are inca- 
pable of inſulting an unhappy man, who has, 
all his life, been the ſport of fortune; and at 
this preſent hour labours under the united trou- 
bles of a generous heart and a dependent ſitu- 
ation. „ Vou do me juſtice, fir, (anfwered 
I) in ſuppoſing me incapable of offering an in- 
ſult to any one in diſtrefs; I ſhould deteſt my- 
ſelf if I was. Whatever your misfortunes may 
be, if it is in my power, I will alleviate them.” 
6 thank you, fir, (replied the poor man, his 
eyes moiſtened with his feelings) T have been 
ſs long a ſtranger to ſuch generoſity that it af- 
fects me ſenſibly. I will with pleaſure relate 
to you the buſineſs that calls me at preſent to 
town, and has often called me 'F told him 
I ſhould be happy to be re He went on 
as follow :: 
Ia brought up UP church: n my fa- 
ther had a very good living in his own gift; 
but the incumbent dying before L I was old 
enough to take orders, he ſuffered a a geneleman. 
to hold it for me till I came of age. This gen- 
tleman was brother to the nobleman at whoſe 
houſe you ſaw me; and, at the time he had my 
living in truſt, de was pelleſſed of one worth 
ſeven hundred a V father had the great- 
eſt refiance'on Hi $ integrity; and belieying me, 
ſufficiently provided for, left all His fortune to 
his! other children. He died before I was old 
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enough to be fixed in my living; but eli, 
recommended me to Dr. A 
When I had taken proper orders, I applied. 
to him for a reſtoration of my own, but he ab- 
ſolutely refuſed to give up the living, ſay ing 
I had not the leaſt right to it, as my father had 
beſtowed it on him long ago. Shocked at his 
villainy, I told him I would expoſe him to the 
whole world, and force him to reſign what was 
mine by every lawof juſtice and honour. “ As 
for that, young man, replied he, I care not 
for your threats; no law in this kingdom can 
oblige me ta give as Ivins, and 1 * you 
to do your worlt,”. 
Half mad with 1 1 left * 
houſe, vowing revenge. I returned home in 
a ſtate little ſhort of diſtractian, deprived of 
every prefent ſubſiſtence. I well knew it was 
not in the power of my family to do any thing 
material for me, without greatly injuring them» - 
felves, and; I therefore determined nat to ac- 
cept. any thing from them. Ta add. ta my mi- 
ſery, I had lang been in love with a. very ami 
able woman, whom I had married. privately 
about two months before my leaving Oxford. 
Depending on my eaſy ſituation, I regarded not 
ber want af fortune, and had. the poignant re- 
ſlection of knowing I had involved Re 
wel in the meſt e n 
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* My dear Eliza was with child, and feared” 
| Teſt the ſhock ſhe would receive, might, in that 
dangerous ſituation, - deprive het of her life. 
Such was the forrow I felt, that I was more 
than once, ſpite of the remonſtrances of my 
eonſeience and religion, tempted to deſtroy my- 
ſelf; but the idea of what would become of 
my Eliza, deterred me, and I was reſolyed te 
try what I could do by mildnefs.. 1 therefore- 
wrote to the Doctor in the moſt patlietic man 
ner I was capable of, repreſenting my miſer- 
able ſituation to him; confured him, if he had 
the leaſt regard for my preſervation, he would: 
give up the living. I fondly hoped the affect 
ing colours I had painted my ſituation in, 
would haue had that effect; but his anfwer ts: 
my letter, effectually damed theſe hopes. He 
told me he wondered at my confidence in lay- 
ing elaĩm to any of his Heings; that he would 
never reſign his right in it; nd "that for a 
my ill uſage, he would take compaſſio on on, my 
helpleſs wife, and per me in 4 curacy of 651. 
. e n ROY 
What could I a0 7 This houſe; no proſ- 
pect of ' proviſion for my gs Eliza, who now 
grew very near her time. Though. my heart 
deteſted his baſenefs, yet I was obliged to ac 
eept his offer "Accordingly 15 wrote to him, 
and promiſed I would do my beſt to Tiſchar} 
a > wn * going to: put Fan 8 
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dns care; and that I was ready nen- 
don whenever he choſdGG. 

e cannot expreſs, fir, to vou, * nee 
1 underwent on this acceptance; nor would I 
ever have done it, though I had ſtarved, but for 

my unhappy wife. We went to the village, 
where we found an agreeable and convenient 
habitation, One of my brothers advanced me a 
ſum of money to ſupport me till my ſalary be- 
came due ; and here my beloved Eliza was in 

a ſhort time delivered of a ſon. The birth of 

| this boy for a time made me forget my ſorrows 
but when I reflected I had no means of proper- 
y educating him, I was almoſt belide myſelf. 
| When my wife was well enough to bear à dif- 
cCovery, I informed her of my real ſituation, 
| which I had before carefully Site" or th She 
received my welancholy intelligence with the 
greateſt reſignation, and told me, if I could 
| bring my mind to be content with gur humble 
fortune, ſhe could, and would do every thing, 
in her power to make my hours paſs. away 
F -agrecably. For ſeven years we lived in this 
manner, with. dificulty making our poor pit- 
tance ſcanti ort us; and had it not been 
for the excanomy of Eliza, it would have been 
utterly impoffble. About this time I was in- 
| formed the Doctor had a brother ha enjoyed a 

- conſiderable poſt under government, and I was 

RP apply 1 bis intereſt. . 


. 
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Lame to town, and repreſented my caſe” to 


him in the diſtreſsful point of view it deſerved; 


ke heard me with patience; ſaid if it was true, 
it was ſhocking; that he would do all he could 
with his brother; but he did not think him ca- 


pable of acting in ſuch a manner; that if I 
would come ta town in about two months, be 
n — mme ene ſerve 


found 1 Pur ured to hope. eker me near 


a fortnight, and promiſed, if I would ſee him 
in the following winter, he would ſpend ſome _ 


time with his brother, and try to move him in 


my favour; begged my pardon ſor having giv- 
en ine ſo much trouble, but that he had: been 


de much engaged by-public buſinefs, that he 


could not attend to private concerns. I return 


ed to my poor Eliza with a heart almoſt broke. 


She endeavoured to comfort me as well as ſhe 


could; but the remarkable eruelty of my deſ- 
tiny had ſo damped my ſpirits, that I was little 


ſhort: af madneſs. Soon after we received a 


letter from the Doctor, with orders that I ſhould 


immediately prepare to quit the curacy, for he 
would no longer protect a man who had by vil 
lainous falſhoods ſought to ſet an only brother 
againſt him. This ſtroke was à maſterpiecel 


We were now turned out, without friends or 
money ta preſerve” us: however I determine 
to obey him; and — leave of 


. 
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eur neighbours, who exprefied the utmoſt grief 
at our departure, and again ſet off for London, 
where we took lodgings. With. difficulty L 
ſupported my family by copying for the book- 
ſellers : my Eliza gained a trifle by her needle,, 
when ſhe: could get any work; and fo we lived 
for four months. often attended the great man's 
levy, but never could get him to do any thing 
for me. My hapleſs wife and innocent children 
(for I have four) now languiſh under the miſe- 
ries of indigence, and I am nearly deſperate.“ 

Here the poor man ended his melancholy re- 
eital; and ſo: much was I affected with the vil-- 
lainy that cauſed his troubles, that I was un- 
able to ſpeak for a great while. After I had 
recovered myſelf, I aflured him I would do 
every thing in my power for him, and begged 
him to bring his unfortunate family to my 
| houſe. || He accepted my offer with expreſſions 
of the moſt lively-gratitude: Phey continued 
with me for near a twelvemonth, during whick 
time a living dropped, in my gift; it was fi- 
tuatad in the pleaſanteſt part of Yorkthire, and 
a elear three hundred a year. This I preſented 
ta the worthy Mr. Villars, ' where he now lives 
happy in a ſtate of tranquil contentment. Thus, 
mx dear Adeline, hawe I füled up my letter 
with the misfortunes of a very good man, in 
whoſe. fate I was greatly intereſted. I will not 
make any apologies for taking up Me | 


FEMALE; STABILITY. 203 


Im well aſſured you will receive a ſatisfaftion 
to find, at laſt, this e eee eee was 
 dlefiedrveigh 2 4 

- My flay at Motepelier will welewger Wen | 
ed, on account of the Marquis de Re- 
viers. Adieu, my dear child; believe, wher- 5 
ever I am, I hal}, fill feel the ſame affection 
for the good Miſa Belville 3 for I am her "wy 
boon nnen er 

be ILLIAM Senn. 


Di 


a Baevinus n My Kringe 


| 
0 l 4 * TYPE: Alon. 


I IP vou, 'my dear Haier the. packet of . 
my Louiſa, which has given. me the greateſt 
pleaſure. The health of my amiable guardian 
8 entirely re- eſtabliſned. Yow cannot imagine 
what j joy this circumſtance, has given to your: 
Adeline. I am now in hopes of attending this 
good man with all the tenderneſs of his Leug 
ia, when ſhe has given her hand to the Wor-: 
thy Freemer, watching his declining years, and; | 
by my care and afiiduity,. ſoftening every una 
voidable calamity. Are you not intereſted in 
the fate of the unhappy Mrs. Somnars? The 
amiable Colonel met an early doom! Alas 
what can have become of ene 5 


— 
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but Lagree with my Loulſa in ſoppoſing the 
ſoon after left this abbde of mortality): 
T am. infinitely ſurprized at your ſilence, 
Harriet; I hope both you and your mother are 
well; you cannot imagine how uneaſy T have 
deen on this head. I beg your will relieve wy 
anxiety by aſſuring me you 1 — health.  - 
Since I wrote laſt, I have fuſtained an un- 
expected diſappointment by* the” ſudden flight 
of the girl whom I had ſo inconſiderately figured 
to myſelf under the influence of gratitude. I 
muſt acknowledge this circumſtance has indeed 
mortified me very much. I little thought | ſhe 
would have ated ſo unworthily ; but I will in- 
form you of the particulars of her unaccount- 
able behaviour. Yeſterday, as I was taking 
the air with Mrs. Evelin, I propoſed calling at 
the cottage with an intention to have intro- 
duced my ruſtick to, he "She conſented,” and 
aer h the charior to p When we cams With — 
im light of the fowWly habitation,  As' {voki 48 
the id woman five me, fheexclatined, „ God 
lack! I am glad your Jadyſhip edcde! T have 
been wiſhing for you” a great while; but; in- 
deed; the fault Was HOKE Of mine. "we 0 e 
does your gueft - O, ford; W oy 
noe how The Goes cer he ber Tee" my Houſe” 
4 e your Towle fad 135 & with whom ? 
” 6a Li tel enn ſoon after 
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you was gone the other day, a nee 
gentleman, dreſſed out, and aſked who you 
was ; I told him I did not know your name, 


but that you was an excellent lady; and ſo juſt 
as we. were talking, the poor girl you relieved. 


ſereamed and fainted. The gentleman went to 


ber, and lifted her from the ground: he.ſeemed, 
a good deal ſhocked; and the young woman 
ſaid ſhe knew him, and that he was a relation, 
of her's, and ordered me to leave the room. I 
did ſo; and the gentleman ſtayed with her A, 
great while, and then came down and told me. 
to take care of her, that ſhe was very well ac- 
quainted with him; and ſo, madam, the gen- 
tleman went away. In the afternoon, the, 
Young woman told me to, go to town, and bring, 
her ſomething, for which ſhe gave me the mo- 
ney z and when I came back, ſhe was gone. 
In the room where ſhe ſlept, I found this note: 3; 
but, as I cannot read PRs 1 25 . know 


3 
what it is, 4 14 N a Ain, nis n 


12 Y en 


1 * v tht buen. my 


4 THINK me not ungrateful, Sade: 
« lent lady: alas! my ſituation was truly: 
<« affeQting. I was obliged to fly from your 
© goodneſs, or deſert my wretched boy! Pity, 
<« deareſt madam, my conflict; and believe, 
I while life remains in this unhappy 8 

« | 
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<< ſhall ever retain the deepeſt ſenſe of "your ex- 
1 nen as * AL WW: 

When 1 had Wend ee I . to 
Mrs. Evelin, to whom I gave it. Alas, 
madam! (faid I) what muſt the girl nave 
undergone, before ſhe could — ont V6: As 
to that, Adeline, (ſaid ſhe, returning it) I ra- 
ther imagine ſhe has ſuffered nothing in this 
caſe: had ſhe been properly affected by your 
goodneſs, and I muſt fay, ill-confidered boun- 
ty, the would never have left this peaceful 
ſolitade with the raſcal who ſeduced her, (for 
that was certainly the cafe, by what this wo- 
man tells yu. Indeed, I fear fo, madam, 

 (anfivered I) but you ſer what the fays, the 
could not reſign her child: poor thing? her 
ttials muft have been very great. I heartily 
forgive her: I would have done all 1 could for 
ber; 1 wih e may meet as kind a protector in 
the man the has left me for.” Vour diſpo- 
ſition is certainly very good, Miſs Belville ; 
but you ſee, in this caſe you have been impoſed 
on, and for the future, I hope this may warn 
 you- againſt over-indulgence to the apparent 
misfortunes of others. The flight of this girl, 
my dear Adeline, is a ſtrong confirmation of 

her guilt.“ „ Pardon me, madam; dut 1 do 
not think ſo; the apology ſhe has made in her 
notes 3 and I dare ſay nothing but 
; the 
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the fear af lofing her child, of whom ſhe is 
very fond, would have induced her to have 
left this ſequeſtered ſpot, and again put herſelf 
in the poet of her ſeducer.“ „ ITime, Miſs. 
Belville, (anſwered Mrs. Evelin) will rectify 
theſe notions; and nothing but experience can 
properly ind your diffuſive: diſpoſition: but 
we have Ho longer any buſimeſs here; if you 
pleaſe, we will return to the grove. I replied 
L was ready to attend her; but before we quit - 
ted the cottage, I told the old woman if ſhe 
ſhould again meet with ber late gueff, ſhe 
mighs promiſe her, in my name, every afſiſt- 
ane in my power to beſtew. All the way 


dome, Mrs., Evelin enpatiated on the baſcneſs: 


ef this woman. Sir Harry met us at the gate, 
and handed us from the chariot: his ſiſter told 
him what errand we bad been upon, and: the 
diſappointment: I had ſuſtained. He ſaid he 
was not ſurprix ed tha very ſorry for the in- 
gratitude my exceHent heart had met with. As 
I did not wiſh: to hen any more of their ſage 
remarks, 1 left them tagether, and retired to 
my library in the grove. I bad not long en- 
Mars the pleaſures of ſolitude, when 1 was 

Turprized by thei appearance of Lord Arundel: 
He apolegized far his intruſion with his uſual 

elegance, and Perner by lthe tu 

multuous feelings: of his ſuul. What I dread- 
2 * h he could nat 
3 81 | live 
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live without me; and with all che fervency of 
the: moſt impaſſioned fondneſs, conjured me to 
pity:him. With the ſtricteſt ſincerity I aſſured 
him, I pitied his unfortunate attachment. But 
alas, Ae compaſſion + would not cure his 
anxiety I Oh, my Harriet! why am fated to 
occaſion. anguiſh to thoſe I eſteem? Poor 
Arundel appears really miſerable! I think it 
would be better, if I could perſuade him, as 
well as Sir Edward, not to ſee me ſo often; it 
only encreaſes tlieir conflicts: would to hea- 
ven I could calm each turpid emotion that de- 
ſtroys their peace. They are both ſo untem- 
monly amiable, IOuld de any thing to 
their happineſs: but I fear, ift they dd 
conquer their unfortundte paſſion chey Will 
nexer again enjoy the delights of tranquillity. 
My reflex ĩons at this moment are very ſad: tlie 
 ſitgationof thoſe gentlemen; and the fight of the 
unhkappy cottager, hang un my ſpirits. Sheß 
fear, is in the hands of the vile man who ſe- 
duced her! alas, hat evils may ſhe not ſuffer! 
Lam ſhocked, and ſometimes think her un- 
grateful. But yet, my Harriet, what could 
ſhe do? her child threatened to be taken from 
her, if ſhe did not conſent. Had ſhe refuſed, 
perhaps he might not have put His threats in 
execution; but from a man ſo cruel, what had 


ſhe not to dread? I feel for this ill - fated wo- 


8 6 to 
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to meet with her, would dd every thing in my -| 

power to ſerve her. But I will no longer take af 
up your time with this melancholy affair: 
I have, a violent head- ach, and muſt bid you 
adieu. Let me have a letter ſpeedily ; ; and be- 
lieve me, deareſt Harris, your. yy ſincere 
100 alicQionats 


mak O bao thc 0 AvpLINE Beavis, 


#2T% #3 


A, W DER 0 0 BeLviiue. 
FOOT 20s 1 ef Tag INE! ' Elmwood. 


7 


Va i clehs. mx. . 1 
have been a, good deal engaged by a ſlight in- 
diſpoſition my mama was afflicted with, She is 
now quite recovered, and I fit down to relieve A 
the anxiety. of my friend; I condole with you . 
on the diſappointment your heart has met with, 
bythe unhappy, recluſe, whom I think more to 


be Nie than blamed. What a ſituation was 
reduced to! your benevolence did every 


thing to ſerve her, but it was not poſſible. Per- 

haps ſome remains of love for her betrayer led 

her aſtray: but vain isconjeQure; 3. the is gone, 

and we cannot develope her motiyes. Since I 1 

wrote lact, Thave been introduced tf the Mis 
Thompſons: they.receiyed, me very: cordially, 

and ſaid I ſhould be an honour to their family. 


Theſe ladies poſſeſs many peculiarities, but 


 hayg very good hearts, * ee, Dane. 
4 


— | 
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I ſometimes think Sir James makes too great 4 
Jeſt of them, eſpecially the youngeſt ; 3 ſhe is ra- 
ther il|-natured;" and he plagues” her fuffici- 
ently. At firſt, the ſeemed not to approve of 
me, tho! I beleive 'merety out of oppoſition to 
him; but now I am upon very good terms with 
her: I am for ever at the park, or they with 
us. The bther day I was introduced to a num- 
ber of people as their niece elect; and really, 
I have not been more efltertainsd a good while, 
than laſt Monday: Sir James fetched me early 
in his chariot. When we had been at the patk 
about an hour, our viſitors arrived: Sir Ro- 
bert Arthur, his lifter, and fort,” were old Ac- 
| quaintance of the Miſs Thompſons, but the 
reſt were entire ſtrangers. Mr. and Mrs: Syd- 
ley, with two Miſs Stanhopes, daughters of 
Mrs. Sydley, by a former hufbard, completed 
the party; and had T a mind to be fatyriczl, 1 
have good opportunity; Koehn foibles of o- 
thers ſhould not be riculed: i mut give you 
few of their out- lines, to make you acquainted 
with them. Mr. Sydley is in the atmy; à very 
handſome man, and entirely anſwwers the idea 1 
have of a modern fine gentleiman © Mrs. Sydley 
is not Giſfinguffhed by any beauty of per fon, 
_ but rather the contraty'; M#teis'mucK older than 
ker huſband, and very fat: the appears fond of 
| Hirng but he treats her with the moſt Tier mas 

_ Hegſedt, | Indeed, Adeline, I fert for her more 


nel L 
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dt once during the day. The two ſiſters 
are totally different; Miſs Stanhope is haughty, 
_ appears ill-natured; but Emilia is all gen- 
tle affability: Mr. Sydley ſeems to have no re- 
gard for any of them, but this young lady, 
whom he treats with the greateſt humanity; 
ſhe has the misfortune to be diſliked by ys der 
mother and ſiſter, and on that account is. 
unhappy. I was greatly pleaſed with this ami- 
able girl, and entreated her to favour me with 
a viſit at Elmwood, when we parted. Mr. Syd 
ley promiſed to bring her in a few days, and 
Mr. Arthur ſaid he would do himſelf the ho- 
nour of attending her. I ſhould ſay a word of 
this gentleman, who is honoured with 2 
ſhare of Sir James Thompſon's: friendſhip; he 
really appears to merit it: he ang 
affection for Sir Robert, who. is 5 
lar, and whimſical, as well as his ant. To 
both he behaves. in the propereſt manner; and 
for this ſingle virtue he ought to be eſteemedꝰ: 
but Sir James tells me he has many traits in his 
character, that renders him infinitely worthy. 
In four days after my introduction to this fa- 
mily, Mr. rden a and Emilia came to the 
wood, with Sir James, and Mr. Arthur: I 
was very glad to ſee them, and we ſpent a de- 
lightful day together, in the courſe of which I 
diſcovered a tendre between Mr. Arthur and 
Emilia. I am very is: it, as he has the 
| prof- 


L 
J 
4 
J 
- 
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proſpect of a large fortune, aud {he will, by 
ſuch a "Connexion, be reſcued from the power 
of her mother. She ſaid ſheſhould think her- 
ſelf happy, if I would honour her with a ſhare 
of my regard. I told her it ſhould not be my 
fault, if our intimacy -was not improved, that 
1 ſhould be in town in the winter, and would 
ce her to the greateſt ornament of our 
ſex. She expreſſed her acknowledgments in the 
moſt unaffected mee and wer Ager with 
I-40 
{+7 'Obſervey/ Adeline, I beſpeak yolu friendſhip 
for the gentle Emilia; I dare ſay you will be 
greatly. pleaſed with her. Iam ſorry you have | 
deen again ſolicited by Lord Arundel, as it 
pains you; but, upon my word, you cannot ex- 
-pet to eſcape ſolicitation, 'as' Miſs. Somners 
ſays you are ſo very lovely, that many troubles 
of this ſort you will unavoidably meet with. 
I am impatient to hear more of the young Mar- 
quis de Reviers: Louiſa draws him ſo much 
unlike a Frenchman, that I am greatly inter- 
eſted in his favour. Continue to write every 
thing that befalls you, and depend upon bear- 
ing ſrom me whenever it is in my · power. 1 
Long for the time that will Wing n. to ſee you: 
Sir James) talks of leaving Aſhley-park early 
in next month; but he ſays he will delay it as 
long as he can, that he may not be long ſepa · 
ite from his Hatriet: he f is the ks and moſt 
-10 4 | af- 
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affectionate of men. I am infinitely happy, my 
Adeline; continue to me your ane and 
with the other bleſſings I enjoy, no one's lot of 
_— will ww a than that of 

HARRIET ABINTON. 


1 1 Bet vests to Miſs ABINTON. 


Myrtle Grove. 


Rr. ECE IV 'E my acknowledgments, my dear 
girl, for your laſt obliging letter: your happi- 
eſs gives me the moſt heart-felt delight; may 

continue, and no clouds intervene to damp 
your ſatisfation ! I am interrupted, but will 


pee my * e 


2 „% * S*  _ +#+ * F ® 
a 
z. . 
bs * 
N 


I am returned to my uſual employment, not in 
very high ſpirits: I am going to loſe Miſs 
Duncannon. She called to inform me ſhe had 
determined to ſpend ſome time with Mrs. Aim- 
worth; my Lord and Sir Edward were with 
her; I enquired if they were going? No, 
child, (anſwered Charlotte) unleſs' they chuſe 
to go behind the chariot as footmen, for the 
inſide will be filled with my boxes. Now if 

they had any ſpirit, they would contend. for 
the honour of putting up the ſtep of my equi- 

page, or, like knight-errants of old, ride by 


Vor. I. K Oo - 


* 
: 
| 
. 
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my chariot-whezls with drawn ſabres, ready to 
diſpatch every giant that ſhould dare interrupt 
my progreſs; but they had rather ſtay inglo- 
riouſly here and each day have the happineſs 
of beholding your caſtle-walls, than hazard 
their lives in defending the charms of my 
ladyſhip-. Why, Adeline, would you believe 
it? J was forced to beg, as if for an alms, be- 


fore I could make them come with me to-day ; 


nor do I believe I ſhould have got them out of 
the Abbey at laſt, had I not told them where I 
was going. Well, heaven defend me from 
ſuch ſtupid animals!” Upon my word, 

Charlotte, (ſaid my Lord) this is ungenerous; 


were not Sir Edward and myſelf particularly 
engaged in writing, or we ſhould not have he- 


ſitated a moment to go when you firſt propoſed 
it.” „ Writing! (anſwered ſhe what buſineſs 
can you have to tranſact, juſt as if a Lord ever 
Vid any thing?” „Why Charlotte, I had ac- 


counts to ſettle, in which Sir Edward was con- 


cerned. 99 x $6 Was there ever ſuch. a ſtingy 


3 creature ?, hat, you do not keep a ſteward to 
ſettle your accounts, but do it yourſelf ! Why, 


Harry, you are an arrant miſer; Adeline, I 


am glad you did not marry either of theſe 


wretches ; depend on it, they would not have 
let you had money enough to buy your parrot 


: meat Lam aſhamed ſuch overgrown miſers 
| 01. be lern in my neee But I'II-tell 


1 Jou 
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you what.my Lord intends to do to improve his 
eſtate; Sir Edward and he are to be partners 
they have both an equal genius for the buſineſs 
they intend to follow, which is no'other than 
to commence taylors ; they were certainly cut 
out for it; nay, I have heard Medway will 
ſpend a couple of months with them to learn 
to make his own clothes.“ 

In this ſtrain ſhe run on for half an das 
not ſuffering the Earl or Sir Edward to ſay a 
word. When ſhe took her leave ſhe was a 


good deal affected, and begged me to write ta 


her. The gentlemen ſaid they would call on 


me in a few days, and inform me how Char- 
lotte got to Mrs. Aimworth's, as they ſhould 
ſee her ſafe. There, Miſs Belville, (ſaid 
ſhe) I have ſhamed theſe obſtinate young men 
out of their rudeneſs; I ſhall perſuade them 
by-and-by not to diſgrace their families by 


turning taylors, but that is a future conſide- 


ration, as their ſhop, is not yet ready. She 


took a polite leave of Sir Harry and Mrs, 


Evelin, and von begging I would ms left 
W ETROT 


ww 7 confeſs her e made me very ee 


choly: Sir Harry and his ſiſter lid all all i in their 


power to remove it, and ſought by a variety of 
ways to amuſe me. I was almoſt aſhamed of 


myſelf for giving them ſo much trouble, and | 
| * to be chearful. He propoſed W W 
150 K 2 mould 
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ſhould take a walk; I conſented to go, and 


we rambled a great while, *till we came to a 


ſmall farm-houle. If you will give me leave, 
Miſs Belville, (ſaid Sir Harry) I will juſt call 


in here, and enquire after the health of a poor 


man, who has been ill a great while.” I im- 
mediately conſented, and he knocked at the 
door. A decent-looking young woman.opened 
it: how does your father do, Molly?“ (ſaid 
he) Much better, fir, and impatient to 
thank you for your goodneſs; if you will 
pleaſe to walk in, I will tell him you are here.“ 
will take ſome other opportunity of ſeeing 
him, (replied Sir Harry) but at preſent I am 
engaged; I only wanted to know if he was 
mended,” Do, pray, walk in, fir, (ſaid 
the girl) my poor father will almoſt break 
his heart if he knows you have been here, and 
not ſeen him.“ I beg, Sir Harry, I may 
not hinder this charitable viſit, (interrupted 
your Adeline) if you with to fee this perſon 
alone, I will walk flowly towards the grove 3 
you will ſoon overtake me.” By no means, 


Miss Belville, (replied he) if it will not be too 


great a trouble for you to ſtop half a minute, I 


will juſt look in upon Farmer Hawthorn,” 


He took my hand, and led me to the door of 
a ſmall room; the young woman opened it, 


and entered firſt. Father, (faid ſhe) here is 


the RATS you the money,” Let 
244404 me 
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me ſee him, Molly,” anſwered a faint voice. 
She approached the door, and led us forwards. - 
A pale, 'meagre figure, was ſeated in a great 


chair at the upper end of the room, who made 
an effort to riſe, but Sir Harry prevented him. 


« git fill; Mr. Hawthorn, (ſaid he) this lady 


will excuſe it.” Sir, | (anſwered the ſick - 
man) how-much am I obliged to you for your 
bounty!“ No more of that, (replied. Sir 
Harry) if it did you any ſervice, I am glad. of 
it: I called to know how you did; and if you 
want any thing elſe you ſhall have it, . 


cmhank you ſir, (ſaid the poor man) I have all I 


with at preſent, and as long as I live ſhall pray 
for your honour,” While they were ſpeaking, 
I drew the daughter aſide, and put my purſe 
into her hand; provide your father with 
every thing he wants, my. good girl; and if that 
is not ſufficient, I will give you more.” She 
ſeemed amazed; but I bid her ſay nothing 
about it, We ſoon after left them, and I en- 
quired how-Sir Harry found out their diſtreſs. 
He told me the poor man had been turned out 
of hisfarm by an oppreſſive landlord, to whom 
he owed fifteen pounds, for which he threat- 
ened to arreſt him every day: that his ſervants - 
had informed him what a ſituation he was ing he 
therefore advanced the money, or the farmer 
muſt have gone to gaol, ill as he was. I congra- 
* him on having preſerred an innocent 

| ä 
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family from ruin : and we returned to the grove 


£1 well pleaſed with our walk. I can anſwer for 
myſelf; and Sir Harry appeared ſo. This cir- 
. cumſtance has roſe him very much in my eſ- 


tzem. How amiable is benevolence !. I did not 
think Sir Harry capable of feeling ſo much 


pleaſure at a thing of this nature as he did. It 


proves, my Harriet, we cannot be too cautious 


in forming opinions of the diſpoſitions of 


others. From the converſation I had with 


him on my behaviour to the poor girl at the 


cottage, ſhould have thought he was incapa- 
ble of acting in almoſt a fimilar manner. Why 
ould be wiſh to reſtrain my charity to her, 
when he has been nearly as liberal to the far- 
mer ? That appears a contradiction; but yet, 
J dare ſay, it proceeded from a good other, 


and I am obliged to him for it. 


Adieu, my dear Harriet; I am the laſt per- 
ſon up in the houſe, and . _ leepys | 
1 will write no more than 

| ApzLnE Wann 


| The Right Hmeurabl Earl of. ARUNDEL to 
TTY? en Manat. 1 Ka 


„„ operably ere eee Bunt foto 
Ni this t time, ir you are bleſſed with 


2 fight of your . adored Charlotte. When we 


left her, the conſented . Aimworth * 
ia: +: 7 | et 
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let you know ſhe was at Beach-Grove; TI have 
an event to relate that has deeply intereſted me; 
dut to proceed in order. On our return, Sir 
Edward and I determined to- go and call at 
Myrtle-grove. Miſs Belville was in her li- 
brary, as ſhe always is in the morning. Thi- 
ther we went: ſhe perceived not our entrance. 
She was leaning her head on her arm, her 
eyes intently fixed on the ſame picture I 
had ſeen before : ſhe wept not, but ſighed ſe- 
veral times: ſhe appeared beautiful beyond any 
thing I ever beheld ;---an intelligent ſenſibility 
beamed on her countenance, and ſhe looked | 

Uke ſomething divine. Sir Edward ſtood wrapt 
in aſtoniſhment, his eyes fixed on Adeline, and 
his arms croſſed one over the other. I was no 
leſs charmed with her appearance, but had more 
reſolution. * What ſhall we do, Wilmot ?”* 
fad 1, ſoftly. | I aſked this queſtion more than 
once hefore he anfwered me. At length he ſaid, 
I know not: that angel has rooted me to 
this ſpot.'* She raiſed der eyes to heaven, then 
fixed them tenderly on the picture: Alas, 
m. Auguſtus, (aid ſhe) I do not wiſh thee 
again in this vale of miſery, thou art far hap- 
pier; but if thou can't know what paſſes in 
this globe, thou ſee'ſt thy Adeline true to thy 
memory. Not even the virtues of two of the 
moſt amiable men now exiſting, has been able 
to change my reſolution. Still will I love 
82335 „ -- 
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thee; nor ſhall that heart, that ance was thine, 
be ever given to another.“ She, ſighing, put 
the picture in her boſom, pulled out her hand- 
kerchief and ſobbed aloud. No longer able to 
contain himſelf, Sir Edward burſt into the 
room, and throwing himſelf at her feet, ex- 
claimed, « For heaven's lake, Miſs Belville, 
tell me who the happy man is, for whom you 
ſhed ſo many tears!” I followed his example, 
and taking her other hand, © If you, wiſh to 
® ſee us live, (ſaid I) tell us the cauſe of your 
forrow : we have heard your lamentation, tell 
us for whom you weep. Surely, madam, the 
love I have long felt for you, may claim this 
ſingle conſolation. And may not mine, 
madam, aſk the ſame privilege? (ſaid Sir Ed- 
ward) Refuſe not, Miſs Belville, to ſatisfy 
our curiolity,” She wiped her eyes, and hold- 
ing out her hand, “ Riſe, my Lord, if you 
have. any regard for me: kneel not, Sir Ed ard, 
if you wiſh me to think you love.. 5 Say, 
then, you will reveal to us the ſeeret ſorrow 
which preys on your peace.” << I will, (400 
ſhe); riſe, I intreat you, and you ſhall know 
what you wiſh,”” We ſeated ourſelves by her 
on the ſopha, and, after ſome haſitatpn, the 
proceeded F 
Accident, my Lord, $f in a manner ait. | 
covered to you and Sir Edward, what I in- 
tended far ever ta conceal; but [ baue engaged 


to 
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to ſatisfy your curioſity, and will keep my 
word. The affection both you, gentlemen; 
honoured me. with, perhaps demanded this 
| explanation before, in order to account to you 
for my ſo abſolutely declining offers ſo eligible 
in every reſpect, but I could: not bring my fad 
heart to lay open the wound it had received; 
nor could I bear the idea of telling either of 
you the circumſtances of my former life. Tou 
have now ſurprized me in an unguarded mo- 
ment, and have a right to know what you de- 
ſire. It is not in my power to relate verbally | 
what has happened to me from infancy, as in 
many parts the taſk, would be tod diſtreſſing for 
my ſpirits. I have written the moſt material 
events down, and will, if you pleaſe, give you 
the paper to peruſe to- mar rom morning. WE 
doth thanked her as our feelings directed, and 
begged pardon for our intruſion. Apologize 
not, (anſwered ſhe, addreſſing her ſelf ro-both} | 
L haye. given you an unlimited right to ſee me at 
all times in this retirement, as friends: you 
ſaw me looking at a picture (continued the; 
taking it from her boſom with inimitable grace) 
tis the likeneſs of the moſt amiable man that 
ever lived,” Ihe laid it on the table, ank 
withdrew to the window. I took it up; it was 
a miniature reſemblance of the moſt hehutiful 
countenance I ever beheld. Auguſtis:Grett 
ville was written en the back of it. We apt 
5 4 proached' . - 


* 
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proached towards her; but on ſeeing our intent, 
ſhe returned to the ſopha, and begged we. would 
be ſeated. Sir Edward gave her the picture; 
the looked on it, and again put it in her boſom. 
Re Colndelcending' Miſs Belville, (faid he) how 
ſhall I thank you?“ 4 Our whole lives, ma- 
dam, (interrupted I) will not be able to expreſs. 

the gratitude your generous behaviour has in- 
ſpired us with.“ „Fou are not obliged to 
me, (anſwered ſhe) I have imbittered the days 
of both: you will find in the paper I ſhell give 
you, a ſad relation of miſery; I. hope it Will 
induce you to aſt my love no more: 1 can- 
not gtant it; and therefore intreaties on- 

. ly oceaſion additional uneaſineſs to a heart de- 
preſſed by anguiſh. I have often told you I 
mould eſteem you as long as I live; but Tſhalt 
never. love any man. ” She inſtantly changed 
the diſcourſe, and aſked after Charlotte, When 
we took aur. leave, I wiſhed to ſay ſomething. 
mare of the hiſtory ſhe had promiſed; but did 
not know bow to introduce it; ſhe obſerved: 
my anxiety, and relieved it. What time to- 
morrow ſhall. I have the pleaſure. of ſeeing you, 
gefitlemen? (ſaid ſhe). as early. as yau pleaſe 
I. ſhall; have my paper ready.” We again 
thanked her, and returned home. All the way, 
Sir, Edward and myſelf talked of her genero- 
ſity, and the thouſand amiable qualifications 
ue was miſtreſs of. Never, Arundel, (ſaid 
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my friend) ſhall we meet with a woman like 
ker,” Indeed, Medway, I think ſo. The 
eircumſtances of her life muſt have been very 
uncommon, to have 6ceafioned a gravity like 
| Her's.. That the has loved, is clear; alas ! no- 
hopes remain for me: ſhe has once violently 
joved ; what can I expe&.? indeed, what had: 
Ito expedt before? I have nothing to accuſe 
Her of: the has been all amiable ingenuity and: 

goodneſs. She told me Ihad nothing to hope; 
e had no heart to give me. What will den 
come of me, I know. not; Llong,, yet. dred 
ſee this account: But why ſhould” TT? 
it cannot augment my pair. She will. 
never, love me; ſhe cannot; and L muſt learn. 
to bear my. misfortunes: with. magnanimi- 
ty. Sir Edward and I ſpent the day inftalking: 
over. our interview, with Miſs Belville; and 
"when. v we parted, I. found my thoughts too 
much engaged to permit me to 555 1 Tit down- 
to inform you ef this circumſtance. I will en- 
deavour to gain Miſs Belville's conſent that 
you ſhould ſee the paper ſhe intruſts to our 
inſpection. Good night, George, I will not 
cloſe chis til to- morro ww. 
1 $i; „„ „ * 5 
Well, Medwayz I have ſeen. this W 
— have obtained leave from Miſs Belville to 
um it. You are to ſhew it to Char- 
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lotte, and,when, you have done, fend. it back, 
* as Sir Edward and myſelf have not r | 
peruſed it. 
I uam hurt bexond words. at what ſhe — 
gone through. Amiable ſufferer | But I will 
make no comments till you haye read it, but 
inform you in what manner Miſs Belville gaye 
it us. We went immediately after breakfaſt to 
tde grove, and were admitted to the beauteous 
girl. Her eyes were the ſemblance of ſorrow ; 
mme held the paper in her hand. I have been, 
my Lord, (ſaid ſhe) this morning, reading over 
what 1 wrote long ſince, when my grief was 
very violent. Then turning to Sir Edward, 
« You muſt allow, Sir Edward Wilmot, for 
the acute and forcible expreſſions you will meet 
with, gnd remember it was wrote by a girl un- 
ger the moſt heart trying calamity. "The ſame 
allowance I have to petition from your Lord- 
ſhip: I have not altered a tittle of what I for- 
merly wrote, depending on your indulgence.” Is 
She delivered the paper into my hand, and 
| iling, continued, I will not detain you 
1 from the gratification. of your curioſity.” 
May I not ſuffer my friend Medway to ſee 
this manuſcript, madam ? (ſaid 1) <« Cer- 
tainly, my Lord; Colonel Medway, Mrs. 
Duncannon and en may, if they pleaſe, 
look over it. I promiſed Miſs Duncannon 
Jong — 9 which that will give 
N 0 - ers 
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ber; but I ſhould eſteem it a favour, if you. 
would ſhew it to nobody « elſe. Sir Edward and 
you may keep it as Tong as you pleaſe. I have 
nothing todo with it now: the time has þeen 
' when' that was my only recreation; the me- 
lancholy taſk of reading aver that painful reci- 
tal, my joy and recreation. But I have learn- 
ed to be more reſigned; and though I feel my 
ſorrows, I do not indulge: them as formerly. 
It may ſeem to you amazing that I ſhould write 
a hiſtory in which I was ſo much concerned. 
The chief motive that induced me to adopt this 
method was, that I found my grief ſomewhat 
abated after I had been writing any part of it. 
This may appear to you abſurd and girliſh, hut 
it was a real conſolation to me.“ Here ſhe 
ſtopped. We expreſſed our acknowledgmeants, 
and returned to the Abbey,  -;-  - 

I incloſe the hiſtory ; read it to Chaalatis, 
n let us nnn e Adieu. 
41 bas 7 ue. 
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| . for my melancholy, I mean: 
* to: write down the hiſtory of my life, as far 
* back as I can remember. If this paper ſhould. 
Jever fall into the hands of any of my friends, 
they will reflect that the ſingular method of a 
«girl, | hardly ſeventeen, ſetting down an ac- 
count of whatchad befallen her, was adopted 
by one who. had early felt the ſtroke of adver- 
? «ſity; a. ſtrake unexpected and ſudden; that. 
_ ſhe found by writing the particulars on pa- 
per, a ſmall alleviation; and though. it may 
appear remarkable, I hope it will Wo * 
: thought blameable..- D234. 1zz2 2.9% 
At ſix years old, I have a Faint recollei- 
4 +ompf: myanother's death, but the particulars: 
6. I was too young to remember. The ſervants 
oſten bewailed their amiable lady; and the 
vrhole village lamented. One incident at. this 
* diſtance of time, is now freſh in my imagi- 
& nation. As I was walking in ſome fields 
«near the houſe, with the ſervant who attended: 
me, we met an old man who ſtopped, . and 
«taking me in his arms, kiſſed me ſeveral times. 
His beard was long and very white (which, I 
c. apprehend, was the chief thing that ſtruck. ' 
Wee fancy). God bleſs you, my 
+ ſweet: 
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Weet little cherub, * ſaid he, « you ' will, 1 
hope, live to make Juſt ſuch another good. 
_ © woman as your mother.” The tears ſtreamed. 
down his venerable cheeks, and he was in an. 
agony. ' Often (continued he) have J held 
thy lovely mother in theſe aged arms, when. 
© ſhe was no bigger than thou art; oh ſhe was 
© the” beſt, the ſweeteſt lady in the world.“ 
6 Fhe violence of the poor man's grief made 
a laſting impreſſion o me, and fince I have 
c had reflection, I have thought of it. As I. 
2 older, I heard continually the praiſes. 
of Lady Belville from every mouth; not a 
< perſon in the village but at ſome time or. 
other had ſhared her bounty. My father de- 
«lighted in the character his Adeline had left 
behind her, and often uſed to ſay, If thou, 
my little bloſſom, followeft the ſteps of her 
that brought thee. into. the world, -thou:wilt.. 
«be an ornament to, human nature. 
As I loved my father . 4 moſt 
. unbounded fondneſs, I always treaſured up 
in my memory his precepts, even at that early 
period. The grief of Sir Edward was exceſ- - 
«five for, the death of my mother; he declined 
company, and kept himſelf ſecluded. Only 
two families had free acceſs at all times, and 
«thoſe were his moſt: intimate friends. The 
«Earl of Bromfield and Mr. Somners had been 
his ſchoolfellows, and the moſt perfect _ | 
mig 


LY 


232 FEMALE, STABILITY. 


© ſhip ſubſiſted between them, Lady Bromfield 

6. and Mrs. Somners had a ſiſterly regard for 
. my mother, for which reaſon. Sir Edward | 
- was always glad to ſee them; and with gra» 
« titude I acknowledge, to theſe ladies Jam in- 
4 debted for what few juſt opinions and ſenti- 
ments 1 poſſeſs. Their families were fon 
« ever at Belville-park, and in their ſociety 
t paſſed ſome of the happieſt days of my life. 
The children of the-Earl and Counteſs were 
« two ſons; the eldeſt, Lord William, was five 
« yeass older than me; and Auguſtus Gren- 
ville, four. Mr. Somners had ons daughter 
only, with whom I was! educated, and for 
s whom I have the moſt perfect friendſhip: ſhe 
<, was the pride and delight of her parents, and 
c juſtly ſo. Her opening mind promiſed, even 
+ in its dawn, to be the abode of every virtue; 
sand thoſe hopes have been amply realized, as 
< ſhe is one of the moſt lovely patterns of ſet 
male excellence that ever exiſted. 
Wouiſa was from infancy greatly attached 
to me, and in that reſpect I was not her infe- 
« rior, though in every other I fall infinitely 
 £ ſhort of her. We were never happy ſeparate 
from each ather, and our fond parents culti- 
s vated as much as poſſible our growing friond- 
«ſhip. .- The ſweets of an early intimacy they 
n —— - 9 e and wiſhed to 
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8 procure it for their children. Mr. Somners 


5 generally reſided in London, and Sir Edward 
© likewiſe, during the life of Lady Belville, 


* and. on my account he continued to paſs his 


winters in town. with Mr. Somners's family. 
In return they ſpent half the year at Belville- 


„ park, ſo that his Louiſa and Adeline were 


© never ſeparate. This method was pur ſued 
< as long as he lived, and he had the conſola- 
tion to ſee his two darlings perfect friends. 


The ſons of Lord Bromfield were frequently 
vit us by the particular deſire of my father, 


© moſt of their holidays were ſpent, at Belville 
< park. Louiſa and myſelf always rejoiced when 


© thoſe, vocations arrived, as we were fond of 


their company, eſpecially the youngeſt : no- 
* thing could be more different than the diſpoſi- 
< tion of the two brothers; Lord William was 
<. baughty, proud, and imperiousz while Au- 
guſtus was tender, humane, good - naturęd, 


and. obliging; fond of his brother, ho fre- 


« quently behaved very ill to him, tho' he al- 

ways found means to excuſe him. But, alths” 
< he bore the ill · treatment of Lord William with 
© the utmoſt patience, yet he was fiery, and te- 
« nacious of his honour ; and while he was loved 


« by every boy in Eaton-ſchool, he was feared 
* alfa. Tho' I was no more than nine years old, 
© the different diſpoſitions of theſe boys at that 


0 * had a . effect on my mind. F. re- 
6 quently, 
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qdquentiy, when we were at play together, 
Lord William would rudely ſnatch any thing 


3 wanted from either Louiſa or me: Auguſ- | 


© tus was always ſure to make ſome apology for 
4 him, by obſerving his brother forgot he was 
not playing with Eaton boys. Theſe excuſes 
were often requifite, and he never omitted 
td them. Louifa and I were very fond of birds; 
one day Grenville came running towards us 
© with ſomething wrapt up in a handkerchief : 
I have brought you a preſent, Miſs Belville, 
«© (faid he) if you will do me the honour of ac- 
'© cepting it: I will get Miſs Somners one to- 
4 morrow, for 1 know where to find another 
neſt. 1 took the "handkerchief, which 1 
found to contain ſeveral young larks: I 
thanked him for my preſent, with which 1 was 
4 highly delighted; and we were proceeding 
towards the houſe, in order to depoſit our trea- 
<< ſure ſafe, when we were met by Lord Wil- 
am. ac What have you got there, Auguſtus?” 
-< (faid'he).- | Some larks for Miſs Belville.“ 
«And where did you get them? Out of the 
< field" next the park, (replied Grenville). 
„How did you dare touch them, fir? (ex- 
* claimed Lord William; his eyes flaſhing fire). 
| Thoſe larks are mine, and d you ſhall not have 
them, nor Miſs Belville neither.“ Shan't 
c have them, brother! (anſwered Auguſtus, 
< * colowing) What do you mean by that? 1 
Nen | | have: 
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© have given them to Miſs Belville, and you 
© ſhall not take them from her.” We ſhall 


* ſee that, fir,” (anſwered he, advancing to take 
them away). Auguſtus turned to me: 


Hold them ay Adeline; (ſaid he) he ſhall 


not touch them. Lock you, Lord William, 


I never ſtruck you 1 in my life, but if you at- 
©tempt to take the birds, I will knock you 
© down, upon my foul. Had they been mine, 
<I would have given you them with all my 
< heart; but you ſhall not take them from her.” 

Not detered: at this ſpeech, he flew at Au- 
_ © guſtus, who ſoon laid hin#flat on the ground. 
His noſe guſhed out a bleeding, and he cried 
© for vexation. Louifa and I were frightened, 
and ran ſcreaming to the heuſe, that Auguſtus 


* would be killed. Our noſe brought Lord 


and Lady Bromfield, my father, Mr. and 
Mrs. Somners to che park, -who eagerly en- 
« quired what was the matter: we told them 
Lord Wilkam and his brother were fighting. 
We ran towards the ſpot, and they followed 
© with all the expedition they could make. We 
< found Lord William with his noſe ſtill bleed- 
ing, rejecting the offered hand of Auguſtus, 
to whom Louiſa and I advanced with the ut- 
© moſt'apprehenſions, for fear he was kürt. He 
©afſured us he was not; and was very forry he 
© had frightened us; but ſaid, his brother's in- 
© folence had put him beſide hümſelf. 4 Now, 
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£ en he) let us g⁰ away; there are 
people to take care of William; my conduct 
wants no juſtification.” Then taking a hand 
of each, he put them under his arms, and 
, © walked por" * We went and depoſited 'the 
« birds in a cage, and got to play, when we 
« were all ſummoned to appear in. the drawing- 
room, where we found the whole company 
« aſſembled. . How” J this, Auguſtus? (ſaid 
« the Earl, as ſoon. as we entered the room) 
< how came you to ſtrike your brother, without 
any provocation? I did not, my Lord, 
' © upon, my honous; theſe ladies can tell how 
it happened: I ſhould not have beat him at 
all, if he had only inſulted me; but he was 
going to take ſomething from Miſs Belville 
t that I had given her, and ſo I would not let 
Shim.“ “Why, you have not told me alye, 
+ L hope, William E. (replied my Lord; looking 
$.ſhernly;at him). Come hither, Adeline, ſaid 
© my. father, and tell me truly how chis mat- 
4 ter happened. I did ſoz. and chen I had fi- 
0 niſhed, my Lord addreſſed his eldeſt ſon: I 
* am. really aſhamed to find you have been ca- 
« + pable « of telling me a falſhood, in order to 
© injure. your innocent brother, who had only 
0 ſerved you right, if he had beat you ten times 
more. Immediately aſk Miſs Belville's par- 
don, as well as your brother's; or I will not 
* ſuffer you to appear in my ſight this month: 
2730) 3 6 2 boy 
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< a boy of fourteen to be capable of taking birds 
< from a little girl!” He ſurlily advanced, 
© and begged my pardon; and was moving to- 
© wards Auguſtus, when he aroſe, and ſhaking 
him by the hand, my dear brother (ſaid he) 
© let us never think more of this affair: I hear- 
© tity aſk your pardon for the blow I gave you, 
and will ever regard you with the greateſt 
reſpect, when you do not forget what you 
< owe to yourſelf.” The Earl embraced him, 
and called him his noble boy; as did Lady 
s Bromfield, and my father. Thus. was this 
matter ſet to rights; and peace and harmony 
© reſtored to our little parties; but this cir- 
© cumſtance ſo diſguſted me with Lord Wil- 
< liam, that I never loved him afterwards; on 
the contrary, Louiſa and I grew fonder of 
< Auguſtus than ever; and called him our 
champion. We frequently, in his abſence, 
< wrote letters to each other, where: he was 
© always diſtinguiſhed by that appellation. 
When TI had attained the age of ten years, 
6, Mrs. Somners propoſed Louiſa and I ſhould 

go to ſchool for a little while, merely to ſhew 
© us the difference of ſituation; and to be im- 
proved in dancing: we were both proficients 
© in other accompliſhments. - The maſter of 
c © the Earl's ſons had a relation, who kept a 
© genteel ſchool for young ladies, near the col- 
© lege: there was fixed our reſidence, to the 
bnd | great 


—— — — lä —ͤwee 
* 
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old ſervant of my mother's, and a very worthy 
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great delight of Auguſtus. Louiſa and my- 


< ſelf, were equally pleaſed at the thought of 
< reſiding, ſo, near him. After the Whit- 
ſuntide holidays we were to go; and the 
young gentlemen propoſed themſelves the ho- 
nour of conducting us. My dear father felt 
© the utmoſt pain in parting with us; for he 
© loved Louiſa almoſt as much as he did me; 
< and after many ſtruggles, we were ſeated in 
< the coach-and-ſix that was to convey us from 
*/Belville-park.. My young heart, as well as 


| * Louifa's,-was almoſt ready to break at this 


*:farſt ſeparation from perſons ſo dear to us. 
Neither Lady Bromfield, nor Mrs. Somners, 
< would go with us themſelves, for fear of 
< hurtingus too much by their ſorrow z there- 
© fore Mrs. Barnet was deputed to deliver us 
< ſafe: to'the governeſs. ; This woman was an 


« perſon :: ſhe had lived:with lady Belville long 


before her marriage, and was greatly eſteemed 


© by my father for her fidelity and affection to 


his departed, Adeline. Our two beaus ex- 


© efted' every endeavour to conſole us, pro- 
s miſing to fee us, and do all they could to 


make it agteeable to us. Before e had loſt 
© {ightof the park an hour, we became more 


© cheatful; our eyes were wiped, and our ſor- 
© row forgot: the droll ſpeeches of Auguſtus 
e us laugh; and before we reached the 
455175 e end 
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end of our journey, we were#quite recon- 


ciled to the change. Mie ere received with 
< the utmoſt civility by Mrs. Welford, (which 
© was the name of the governeſs): Lord Wil- 
< liam/and Auguſtus would go with us to the 
< houſe, Mrs. Barnet told her ſhe would have 
hut little difficulty in inſtructing us, as we 
© hadithe beſt diſpoſitions in the world, as well 
as capacities. Mrs. Welford kiſſed us, and 
called us pretty poppets:· You may depend 
© upon it, madam, ſaid ſhe, (addreſſing Mrs. 
Barnet) I will make the young ladies“ ſtay 
c with me as agreeable as I can. Are theſe gen- 
< tlemen brothers to either? No, madam, 


C (anſwered, Auguſtus, before, Mrs. Barnet : 


could ſpeak) we are not their brothers, but 
« we love them better than any brothers in the 
* world; and we ſhall come very often to fee 


them, if you pleaſe.” 55 Certainly, fir, (faid 


© Mrs, Welford) I ſhall, always be glad to, ſee 
you: are you at ſchool near us?“ Ves, 
© madam; (anſwered Lord William) only at 
© the College: we ſhall call to know how you 
< do to-morrow, if you will give us leave, la- 
< dies:”” * ſhall be glad to ſee you, my Lord; 


(anſwered I).“ „And ſo ſhall I, (ſaid Lou- 


4e If ſhe does not uſe you well, Adeline, whif- 
< pered Auguſtus) we will bring all our boys, 
6 


<< 
47S 


pull her houſe down.“ Mrs, Barnet re- 


8 COme 
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commended us to the care of Mrs, Welford in 
© the moſt particular manner, deſtring we might 
© ſleep together; and taking a tender farewell, 
L again ſeated herſelf in the coach, and returned 

© to Belville- park. This cauſed a freſh flood 


© of tears; but they were ſoon dried by the ten- 


© dernefs of Mrs. Welford, who led us into 
< the ſchool, and introduced the young ladies 
©to us; who one by one advanced, by her com- 
mand, and welcomed us to Eaton. This 


i ſeene, entirely new to us, engaged our atten- 
ATtion, and we forgot our ſorrow. When this 


ceremony was over, we were ſeated on one of 
* the firxſt forms; and here a different kind of 
vonder appeared to us; the children got whiſ- 
a pering to each other; and as the ſchool was 
© broke up, they collected round us. La 

© (ſays one) what a fine ſattin coat !?? Ah, 
_ © (fays" another) what a pretty cap for every 
©day! did you ever fee ſo fine a frook ? 
What are their names? (cried: à third).“ 
Mine is Samners, (anſwered Louiſa, think- 
ing they ſpoke to her).“ The girls looked 
< fooliſh. <4 Was you never at ſchool before, 
miſs ? (ſaid one of them to me).“ No, 
< madam; (anſwered I).“ << Then Lwill ſhew 
you vrhere to put your trunk, if you pleaſe.” 
« For ſhame, ladies! (ſaid à pretty little girl) 
how can you be ſo troubleſome? Upon 
by "_ ara. Miſs Abinton, (replied the one ſho 
C ad- 
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* addreſſed) no-body's more troubleſome than 
v yourſelf,” We were filled with aſtoniſhment ' 
© at their behaviour; and glad to find one leſs 
© curious. The appearance of this young lady 

© was very pleaſing ; and ſhe behaved fo well 
© tous, that ſhe ſoon gained our confidence. 
© We told her of the viſitors we expected the 
© nextday; and what a good«natured boy Au- 
© ouſtus was. Pray let me ſee them; (an- 
© ſwered ſhe) for I whe to know if either of 
© them is the young gentleman our ladies call 
© Adonis.” No, (replied I) his name is bo. 

> guſtus Grenville.” Ay, his name may be 
« pr it will, (ſaid ſhe) we only call him 
Adonis becauſe he is very handfome.”” We 
© were now ſummoned to dinner: Louiſa and I - 
© were'placed next Miſs Abinton ; with whom 
© we were already very intimate. By her means 


< we ſoon became acquainted with the whole 


© ſchool; and before we went to bed, we were 
cas well ſatished with our ſituation as if we 
© had been uſed to it all our lives. | 


© The next morning the ſervant informed 

© our governeſs, Lord William Grenville and 
his brother wanted Miſs Belville and Miſs 
© Somners.. She ordered us to go down into 
© the parlour, and the maid would ſhew us the 
© way: but ſhe being out of hearing, Miſs | 
Abinton offered 5 go down with us: 
| * her "_ and away we went together 


* 
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. © O yes, (ſaid Miſs Abit as ſoon as the” 
© ſaw Auguſtus) that's him, I do aſſure you. 
„They were very glad to ſee us; and brought 
© us as-much fruit as they could carry. We 


< introduced Miſs Abinton to them, as our 


friend; and we were the happieſt party imagi-' 


© nable. | Auguſtus was very inquiſitive to 
know of her what ſort of a woman Mrs. Wel- 


© ford was. She gave her an excellent cha- 
' © rafter. I am glad of it, (anſwered our 
young champion) for if ſhe had not been a 
good ſort of woman, I have ſounded a num-' 


<.ber of our boys, and we would have reſcued 
« you from her power, or loſt our lives in the 
attempt.“ I have laughed many times ſince at 
© this declaration, which I then thought the 


© ſtrongeſt proof of bravery he could give. 


We all very ſeriouſly thanked him for his 
intention, but told him that there was. not 


< the leaſt occaſion to put it in execution. 


or Very well, (faid he) but any time ſhe ſhould 


« preſume to controul you, only give us a hint, 


and we will be with you in a minute.“ Lord 


William confirmed what his brother ſaid, and 
we thought ' ourſelves better "defended than 
© ever any girls were before: "Often ſince we 
© have grown up have we talked'bver their brave 
intention, and our dependance on it, with 
the greateſt pleaſure. We paſſed a year and 


2 half at this (chool, PO: occurrence 


"907 
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© happening, material enough to relate. We 
were greatly beloved by the young ladies, 
as well as Mrs. Weiſord, and regularly 
went | home in the holidays. We were 
received by our parents with the utmoſt de- 

* light: Lord William and Auguſtus brought 
&ſeveral of their ſchoolfellows with them to ſpend 
© their vacation at the park; Louiſa and I like= 
© wiſe obtained Mrs. Abinton's permiſſion for 
© Harriet to paſs ſome time with us one holiday. 
When we had been two years at Eaton, we 
« were to have a grand ball, at which many 
© of the young gentlemen of the College were 
© tobe preſent; among the reſt, Lord William 
© and Auguſtus. Miſs Somners was to have 
my Lord for a partner, who. was grown very 
© polite, and I Auguſtus. As we were now 
© great girls, we conſidered what dreſſes we 
* ſhould have on this important occaſion : after 

bs much conſultation, we both fixed on white 
Land filver. My father preſented me with a 
© ſet of diamonds that was Lady Belville 3, and 
as there were a great number, I divided them 
8 Wich Louiſa by his conſent. 
The long- expected day at length nz | 
eſe: we were all aſſembled, dreſſed forth, i in 
* the dancing- room. About ſix the gentlen 9 
came; Lord William was dreſſed in the mo 
_ elegant ſtile, and Mr. Grenville not inferior. 
« __ were both in high ſpirits, eſpecially 
L 2 Au- 


* 
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© Auguſtus: he told me the whole ſchool had 
been contending who ſhould have the honour 
© of dancing with me, and that he had ended 
the conteſt by declaring he had my promiſe 
< for that pleaſure. My Lord was as polite to 
« Louiſa, and we were perfectly happy. Miſs 
* Abinton danced. with a young, nobleman 


lately come to Eaton; and, altogether, this 


| © ball was the moſt agreeable I ever was at in 
my life. Auguſtus, who had now attained 
his ſixteenth year, was the handſomeſt youth 
I had ever beheld. I remember that evening 
was the firſt time I thought him exquiſitely 
« handſome, or had taken any particular notice 
b of his perſon; but he was fo remarkably 
© ſtriking this night, it was not poſſible he 
* ſhould paſs unobſerved. He had on a ſtone- 
coloured coat, lined with pink ſattin, waiſt- 
coat and breeches of the ſame; round the 
+*-waiſtcoat was a row of ſpangles worked thick 
in the tambour; his hair, which was direct 
© auburn, flowtd in natural ringlets down his 
| * back. The elegance of his dreſs ſet off his 
[+ fine perſon to the greateſt advantage. He 
* was tall for his age; his eyes were dark, the 
moſt expreſſive I ever beheld; they were 
+ ſhaded by Tong dark eye-lathes ; his eye- 
* brows were of the ſame colour, and moſt de- 
_ _licately arched ; his noſe perfe&t aqualine ; 


— 
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© too wide, but as his teeth were uncommonly 
© beautiful, that was a fault the leſs obſerved; 
© his complexion was very fair, but ſo ex- 
« tremely florid, that it was not the leaſt effe- 
* minate; when he ſpoke or ſmiled, he had the 
| © moſt heavenly appearance imaginable. Such 
« was the perſon of Auguſtus Grenville the 
night he firſt appeared handſome in my eyes: 
© his ſweetneſs, good- nature and ſprightlineſo, 
© were the admiration of every one. We danced 
till late, and ſeparated unwillingly. Louifa 
* and I talked of his appearance when we te- 
tired, and ſhe declared ſhe never beheld fuch 
a figure in her life, 1 rejoiced to find her ſen- 
< timewts correſpond with mine, and the next 
morning we renewed the theme. I ſaw Au- 
guſtus conſtantly two or three times every 
day; he declared he was never happy but 
* when he was with us. Lord William did 
© not ſavour us with ſo much of his compan 
| © as he was fond of ſhooting and other country 
2 diverſions, . Tons great- 
« eſt part of his time. ; 
on after this ball, Miſs Abinton received 
© a ſummons to return home, as her mother 
« could no longer bear her abſence. This caſt 
the utmoſt damp over Louiſa and myſelf,” as 
+ we really loved her extremely: ſhe was a 
6 very accompliſhed girl, and, like us, only 
came to ehool to-Inprove herfelf in dancing, 
REY She 
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' © She begged I would always write to her, and 
continue to love her as ſhe would me. To | 
© Louiſa ſhe ſaid the ſame, and we promiſed'to 
« preſerve a conſtant correſpondence with her. 
< 'The morning ſo much dreaded at length ar- 
« rived;* we were all aſſembled in the ſchool- 
© room, when Mrs. Welford addreſſed us thus: 
« I am happy to find, my dear children, the 
departure of this amiable girl affects you as 
it does; z It proves at once your goodneſs of 
© heart as well as ſenſibility ;. you have all loved 
each other as Chriſtians ought, and I flatter 
© myſelf more than one perfect friendſhip has 
been formed beneath my roof. I have done 


all in my power to cultivate the goad prin-= 


« ciples nature has implanted in your hearts, 
and I have the happineſs to find all of you 

likely to make good women. As for you, 
my dear Miſs Abinton, (continued ſhe) your 
_ « regret at parting with your young companions 

To very natural, I am far from blaming you 
for it; but] would have you regulate it. Re- 
member you are going to a kind and indul- 


gent mother, Who will do every thing in her 


power to make you happy.” I know it, ma- 
dam, {anſwered the ſobbing Harriet) but I 

cannot bear to part with you, and my dear 
Adeline and Louiſa.“. 41 do not expect you 
4 ſhould be unmoved, Miſs Abinton, ,anſwer- 


8 [ ed Ne * at "ns with any of us, 


4 eſpecially | 
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< eſpecially thoſe two young ladies. The great 
_ + affeQtion. you have for them, is the ſtrongeſt 

proof you can give me of your underſtand- 
* ing, as they are uncommonly amiable; but 
as you muſt all expect to meet many ele 

« diſappointments in this life, you ſhould learn 
- + early to ſupport trials and difficulties. De- 
« pend upon it, my good children, however 
* advantageous your ſituation. may be in life as 
c to birth or fortune, you will not be exempt: . 
from troubles incident to our nature. This. 
© ſeparation, to your young imaginations, ap- 

* pears a great evil: true, you are deprived by: 
vit of the pleaſure of ſeeing, and converſing 
© with each other for a time ;, but how. much. 
£ harder would it be,, if this was a final part-- 
* ing? and that parting muſt come. Reflect, 

« young ladies, that although you are at pre- 


« ſent very well, haye youth and health to flat-- 
«© ter vou with a long continuance here, how: 


*e ſoon may theſe prof] pects be overclouded, and 
your courſe finiſhed ere it is hardly begun. 
CA proper notion of the uncertainty and bre 
* vity of our reſidence here, will teach you to- 
. © ſupport the- ordinary occurrences of life with. 

© patience and reſignation ; and by this means 
'© we ſhall bear every misfortune as becomes 

« chriſtians. She was interrupted by the ſer- 


© vant's coming for Miſs Abinton. Many tears | 


were ſhed at parting: nay, Mrs, Walford! 
* . L 4 * 
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* herſelf fet us the example. Miſs Somners 
and I promiſed. Harriet again, we never would 
-* omit writing to her; and we always have ad- 
© hered to that promiſe. She frequently ſpent 
aà little time with us, and we returned it; 

though we never were any great while together 

© after ſhe left ſchool. W 
We were very uneaſy for ſome Line with- 

out Miſs Abinton. Auguſtus did all in his 

power to alleviate it; and, by a variety of 
* amuſements, fought to baniſh from our minds 
; the recent loſs we had ſuſtained. 
Another two years paſſed without any thing 
© material happening. Lord Bromheld thought 
his eldeſt fon old enough to go to the uni- 


e verſity; and as Auguſtus was the head 


Sat Eaton, the Earl ſaid he ſhould go at the 
« ſame time, and therefore informed his ſons 
_ © they were to leave Eaton thortly ;; and that he 
had provided them a er e for the uni- 
oo verſity. | 
' + As Louifa and I had been four: years at 
'* ſchool, and our parents wiſhed our return, 
_ ** they determined we ſhould leave Mrs. Wel- 
ford, when the Earl's ſons quitted Eaton, 
'* and altogether ſpend ſome weeks at Belville- 
Park, before the young gentlemen went to 
* Oxford. This circumſtance gave the moſt 
| * ſincere pleaſuge to both Louiſa and 97165 
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«We experienced real concern in parting 
« with Mrs. Welford, for whom we had a ten- 
der affeion ; and, at the appointed: time, 
again took poſſeſſion of the coach —_—_ was 
© to reſtore us to Belville-Park. h 
Lord William, who was now nineteen, 
had a fine perſon; and though not near ſo 
+. handſome as his brother, was a very agree- 
able figure. The natural turn of his temper 
de took pains to conceal. He was very polite 
to Louiſa and me; and though never a fa- 
+ yourite of mine, yet the elegance of his man- 
ners, and the particular diſtinction he ſhewed 
me, excited in my boſom à friendly regard. 
As for Mr, Grenville, he was the moſt ami- 
able of his ſex ; the. beſt diſpoſition and ſweet- 
+ eſt temper he poſſeſſed: his affection for his 
brother was infinite, and Lord William ap- 
* peared to return it. Indeed, the generoſity 
© of his behaviour muſt have affected any one. 
* They did. all in their power to render our 
* journey agreeable, We were received by our - 
partial friends in the tendereſt manner. The 
Earl and Lady Bromfield were no leſs delight? 
+ ed with their ſons, and we were the happieſt 
© party imaginable, Thus paſſed three delight- 
© ful weeks. The endeavour of each perſon who 
inhabited Belville-Park, ſeemed. to be exerted 
sto make their ſtay with us agreeable. At 
© length the time arrived that was to ſend the 
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Dy «young gentlemen. to Oxford Lord William, 
dan pleaſed with the idea of going, but Mr. 


Grenville apgeared unhappy: 
I to ſtay with us at Belville-Park, We were no: 


Often did he wiſh 


leſs uneaſy, for Louiſa and myſelf . loved him as 


<a brother; and he merited our affeckion. He- 
Chad ſought from infancy to obtain our love 


<4 by every kind and engaging method ; and we. 
indeed felt for him the moſt perfect eſteem. 
Sir Edward and Mr. Somners were no lefs 
fond of him; the Earl and Counteſs doated-. 
on him; and although they prudently ſhewed. 
no difference in their conduct: to either of 
their children, yet Auguſtus poſſeſſed tlie 
< oreateſt ſhare of their parental affection. Al- 


| though I was but fourteen, I felt the moſt. 


-<exquifite grief, which I did not endeavour to. 
-<. conceal; Mr. Grenville expreſſed himſelf in- 
" <finitely obliged to me for my affection, and. 
appeared infinitely more concerned than I was. 
„The night before they left us, the Earl ad- 
s dreſſed them thus; We are all concerned, 
my dear boys, at the neceſſity of your Jeav=. 
Ling us; but as it is for- your advantage, we 
' « ſubmit. You are going to compleat your 
education. Remember, on the proper uſe of 
"mh your time depends the future ſucceſs of your 
< lives. © You have hitherto given me the great-. 
_ <eft pleaſure by the progreſs you have made- 
9 . * of — ——chis is. the fi- 
| | 1 a 
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dy niſhing Were Give: a proper application to» 
your ſtudies at the univerſity, no nor follou the 
example of too many you Will meet with, 
ho go to college for no other purpoſe than 
to indulge themſelves in riot and exceſs, and 
return as ignorant as they went. I flatter 
myſelf this will not be the caſe with either of. 
you. I hope you will return as much im- 
proved as you have hitherto done, and I ſhall: 
be a happy man. I indulge the pleaſing idea, 
my children, that you may become ſervice- 


cable to your king, and an ornament to your 


country. The allowance I have given you, 
of which I informed you this morning, I. 
think ſufficient'; but if you do not, I will in- 
ereaſe it as far as my fortune will admit. The 
difference I have made, Auguſtus, between 
6-your's and your brother's, proceeded not from 
Vany ſuperiority of affection Nad fot him, but. 
merely as he is older, and will, ſome. time, 
have my title and eſtate, I thought his ſould- 
_ ©be the largeſt; but if you are not farishied,. 
„J will increaſe your's.“ 1 beg, my i 
au. will not mention an increaſe, (eplied 
„Mr. Grenville) your appointment exceeds in - 
«-finitely my moſt ſanguine wiſhes, | nor wilFs 
_ <-all the gratitude of my life be able to repay? 


ryou but what I want in power I will make 


up in affection. am glad you are con- 


$rent, my ood boy, — deu. 


* 2 4 
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b are all I wiſh. Are you ſatisfied, Lord Wil- 
iam?“ «6 Entirely, my Lord, (replied he) 
I deſire no more,” To pleaſe you both, 
my dear children, (continued the Earl) will 
« be always my delight: but ſuffer me to fay 
a few words more on your conduct at Oxford. 
l do not expect you ſhould act in things where 
* your material intereſt is not concerned, con- 
trary to other, gentlemen you will aſſociate 
© with: but do not go too far in compliance 
« with the inclinations of others. A man ſhould 

« always ſtop ſhort when he finds his compani- 
« ons drawing him into too great an expence 
and dangerous connections. Regard not their 
ridicule, but nobly deſpiſe thoſe who would 
« lead you into fituations that would hazard 
« your eternal welfare. Be aſſured, my dear 
children, the man that would your 
peace hereafter, would ruin it here. If you 
* ſhould by any means be drawn aſide, and con- 


tract debts, do not conceal them from me, 


but, by an open explanation, inſure my for- 
©\givenefs.. You ſhall ever find the indulgent 
* father in me, and not the rigorous judge. 
They aſſured him they would remember 
his ET conduct themſelves by the 


; . rules of it. 


When the Earl had ceaſed ſpeaking, Lady 
. Bromfield addreffed.them; Vour father has 


* Lid all that i is * for your behaviour in 0 


© moſt 
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© moſt particulars, but has omitted one caution, 
© which the fears of a mother would have men- 
. © tioned firſt. I know, my dear boys, you both. 
value yourſelves on your ſkill in the ſcience . 
© of defence. The knowledge of your ſuperi- 
« ority in this reſpe&, and the natural heat af 
© your tempers, may involve you in quarrels, 
from which your honour cannot be extricated 
but by the ſword. Let me intreat you both, 
« and Auguſtus in particular, to keep a guard 
over yourſelyes, nor ſuffer the warmth of 
« your diſpoſition to get the better of your un- 
« derſtanding and humanity, Vou may ima- 
C an affront is intended when there is not; 
« and by tenaciouſly, reſenting trifles, provoke 
© your ſuppoſed inſulter (perhaps as tenacious 
« as yourſelf) to ſeek ſatisfaction as the laws of 
© cuſtom direct. Reflect, Auguſtus, to what 
« fituation a circumſtance of this nature would 
e reduce your mother; my death would be the 
inevitable conſequence of your's N on 
© in this way. Here the ſtapped, and wiped 
© her eyes. Mr. Grenville aroſe, and took her 
© hand: © Let me beſeech-you, deareſt madam, 
C (faid he) not to ſuffer ſuch ideas to take poſ- 
| « ſeſſion of your mind, nor imagine your Au- 
6 euſtus ſo given upto fury, True, I will. 
© not. bear an indignity from any man alive; 
but I will not ſeek to involve myſelf in dag _ 
ans _— a; 


* 
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| toom. e 


Shonour, or the honour of my family was not 
© concerned, rather than ſeek it; but in that 
caſe, every conſideration une and I 
would vindicate it to the laſt drop of my 
„blood.“ Ay, it is thoſe exalted ideas of 
©honour I dread, (cried the Counteſs) you. 
may miſtake an affront offered to your ho- 
6. nour, and through that miſtake loſe your 
life: be careful, my dear Grenville, or you 
will break my heart.“ „ Your. Ladyſhip 
„may depend on my prünenen (replied Au- 
guſtus) and for your fake I would almoſt bear 
„any thing.“ She tenderly embraced him, 
* and turned the diſcourſe. WE tres the reſt. 
of the evening very dull. Mr. Grenvilſe 
"begged Louiſa and 1 would riſe — and take 
A our leave of him, as it would be too much for 
him to go through all at once. We promiſed 
. ye would: Lord William advanced to bid _ 
the Earl adieu: he affectionately embraced 
him, as did Lady Bromfield and the reſt. He 
too 7 tender leave of 5 f ks Jay! Tere the 
The ſame melancholy ene was to goth rough 
with Auguſtus; his feelings almoſt overcame 
"him, and he was hardly able to fupport him 
| felt. After having bid both his parents 
adieu, he advanced to my father, who took 
him by the hand with parental affection; Go 
e dear — (fald he) in the e 
: *-method: 
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& methiod you have done hitherto, and you will | 
be the pride and ornament of your country: 
4 I know not ſo amiable, ſo excellenta youth; 
next to my two little girls I love you.“ Mr. 
and Mrs. Somners declared they loved him 
as their own. Then coming towards us, 
ho ſtood like two weeping Niobes, Good 
night, my ſweet girls! (ſaid he) remember. 
S your promiſe.” He ſaluted us both, and 
'© taking his haindkerebief from his pocket, fol- 
© Jowed his brother. A general filence pre- 
- <yailed;/ at length the Earl broke it: * That 
boy ( ſaid he) is one of the beſt human crea-. 
-<.tures that ever was created; my heart is fixed 
on him.“ And mine too (replied her Ba- 
„ dyſhip) 1 fondly hope the virtues of my Au- 
„ guſtus will. make a diſtinguiſhed figure.” 
„ You need not doubt it, my dear, Citiforerctl 
s the Earl) if it ſhould'pleaſe heaven to ſpare - 
him, he will be nt ec and boaſt of wa 
family.” 1 9 
Thus did they praiſe bim from 0 
< other. Louiſa and I fat ſilent, enjoying his 
5 commendations, till Mrs. Somners obſerved it 
was late, and we had better retire. We un- 
villingly obeyed her, and went to our own: 
apartment. All the night we ſpent in la- 
5 menting the departure of Auguſtus. As ſoon. 
das it was light we aroſe and dreſſed outfelves.. 15 
: La been in dhe breakfaſting parlour- 
"04 | Stem 
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TY + ten minutes befote he joined us. How 


© obliging, my dear girls! (ſaid he) but laſt 
© night I was too much agitated, to take the 
leave I wiſhed of you, which made me in- 
© treat you would meet me this morning. You 
© look pale and fatigued ; I hope I am not the 
© cauſe of it? Indeed you are, (anſwered I): 
this firſt ſeparation we find very hard to ſup- 
port; we have been ſo continually together, 
© that it ſtems a part of myſelf I am going to 
| © loſe.” Will you always love me ſo much, 
Adeline!“ Why ſhould you doubt it? 
© have I ever given you cauſe to think me va- 
© riable?” Never, my dear Miſs Belville, 
nor my Louiſa neither: I ſhall be grateful 
9 I live for the affection you both. 
have for me; and let it be as great as it will, 
© it never can equal mine for you. Time and 
« abſence, perhaps, will make a change in 
© your's, but it will only ſtrengthen mine. I 
* ſhould grieve if either of you was to withdraw | 
your regard for me, but I cannot expect it 
* ſhould always be as great as now; other at- 
* tachments, other connexions, will baniſh 
+ Auguſtus from your hearts.” 4 
He looked at me very attentively ; 1 felt 
© myſelf a little embarraſſed; Louiſa was not 
42 all; and therefore anſwered him: . De- 


| 5 pend on it, Mr. Grenville, no change in our 


L ſituation will, ever. makes. * leſs wr” 
n A N 


FEMALE STABILITY, 257 


< leſs beloyed than at this moment; Lean an- 
4 ſwer for myſelf and Adeline too.“ He kiſſed 
© her hand; then turned to me: „but what 
ſays Miss Belville?“ She ſays (returned I) 
© Louiſa has ſpoke her ſentiments, nor will any 
thing change the affection I feel for you; 1 
<* muſt firſt change my nature; my love has 
grown with my reaſon; approved by that, 
© how can it alter? Perhaps, Auguſtus, you 
© think me too young to have a fixed reſolu- 
tion; but, believe me, you are miſtaken ; I 
© am very clear I ſhall always look on you as I 
do now, the deareſt of mankind next my fa- 
ther.“ This aſſurance (anſwered he, my 
beloved Adeline, folding me in his arms) will 
| < make me leave you with cbm fort; T know you 
© are not capable of changing, and that at your 

tender age you are more fixed and determined, 
© than many of your ſex who have numbered 

four times your years; but. one thing more, 
and I am happy: promiſe me, when you have 


 .* any one petioning for this lovely hand, you 


© will ſuffer me to know it ; you are ſo beauti- 
ful, that when you appear all eyes will adore 
© you, as well as Miſs Somners ; you will nei- 

ther remain unſolicited; and if any happy 
man ſhould gain your heart, inform me, Ade- 
_ * line.” | „ Depend on it, Auguſtus, (an- 
ſwered I) but you need not foretel ſuch a cir- 
nn . 2 

» 
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* dare-ſay ſhall not for many years 3 my preſent 
© joy and trouble ariſe-from you, and I have no 
doubt but it ever will.“ I know not how 1 
ſhall repay you both for this kindneſs, my 
lovely friends,” replied he. By returning 
as ſoon as poſſible,” anſwered Lbuifa. Ab 
no other way, my dear nen (aid 1) 
« will be in your power.. 
© He looked affectionately at us for 8 Ude, 
% * taking a hand of 3 he preſſed them 
alternately to his lips: Never lived (ſaid 
© he, ſighing) two ſuch noble, generous dif- 
< poſitions! ! Oh, my good girls, to part with 
you is almoſt too much!!“ He let go our 
hands, and walked to the window. I threw 
my arms around Louifa, and ſobbed aloud: 
'©ſhe fell little ſhort· in expreſſions of grief. 
Thus we continued for ſome time, till Au- 
guſtus broke the pathetic ſilence: I hear 
Lord William, (ſaid he) retire, my ſweet. 
girls, he will-envy the affection you honeur 
me with; as he has no great ſoftneſs of diſ- 
« poſition; be might ſhocle you. Farewel, 
* Louifa, (continued he; embracing hey) forget 
me not, and ſtitt love me. She could not ; 
s aniſwer---<- Then turning to me, Adeline, : 
© (faid he; there he pauſed, and put his hand- 
kerchief to his eyes a moment) adieu, (con- 
_ *<tinued he) my amiable, my angelic girl; re- 
| "IE more than * life — on your 
mY : "- . 
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* «Mill loving me; Iwill ſee you both as 2 
aas poſſible, He led mus weeping to the door, 


and again e a amel into the 
room. 


We rd dedto our HAN: tant | 
»e on the bed, continued ſilent, 1 


till we heard the trampling of horſes in the 


4 ing ourſe 


yard. He is going, Louiſa!” (cried I, 


„ farting up) We both flew to the window, 


„and beheld them ſeated in the chariot. Au- 
guſtus looked up and waved his hand: the 


carriage drove away with precipitation. Do 
£ you think he ſaw us kiſs our hands, Louiſa?” 


aid I. 4 1 believe. be did“ anforered the, 


% Then I am happy!” I burſt into tears. 


Does this grief: prove you are happy, Ade» 


line?“ replied my friend: alas! we ate both mi- 


ſerable !” We continued weeping ſome time; 
* but the hour of breakfaſt approaching, we 
© endeavoured: to calm our — 2 n 
ourſelves fit figures to appear. 5 
Here I cannot help Ne if. e 
ſhould ever be ſeen, that the pleaſure I found 
© in writing TRA NEE UE my life, induced me to 
_ © dwell on it. I lived over thoſe happy and 
c «tranquil hours in idea, when all my ſorrows 

* aroſe from a tranſient ſeparation from Au- 
* guſtus, or any other of my beloved friends: 


even at this moment of parting with the 


th 4 youre I was ere, compleatly 
N . r 
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| © happy, to what I afterwards . 
Will it then be wondered at, that in a life ſo 
© ſhort,- and yet fo full of extraordinary events 
© as mine, I ſhould wiſh to defer the melan- 
© choly cataſtrophe as long as poſſible? » 
When we joined the family at breakfaſt, a 
© melancholy gloom! hung on their counte- 
© nanees, that kept Louiſa and myſelf in ſpi- 
6 rits, as we found we were not ſingular. 
Little was ſaid during the repaft, and no no- 
_ © tice taken of our appearance. When it was 
over, we all ſeparated which way we pleaſed. 
© Louiſa and myſelf took a walk in the park; 
6-we Ropped at the ſpot where the combat was 
fought about the birds; I did not chuſe to 
mention it firſt, and we both ſtood fill and 
e © ſaid nothing. At length Louifa ſpoke: 
£ have you forgot, Adeline, the behaviour of 
_ *our” champion in this place, in defence of 
ur larks?? No, Louifa# nor ever ſhall; 
Auguſtus was always the braveft creature li- 
d ving; do you not remember his . defign- of 
+ reſc us from Mrs. Welford's, if ſhe uſed 
us ill? have often thought of it.“ Thus 
5. by degrees, and theſe pleaſing recollections, 


e recavered our fpirits, and returned to the 


$ houſe more compoſed than we left it. In a 
« few days after the departure of Lord William 
<4 and Auguſtus, the Earl and Counteſs returned 
e waa feat, / at. the firſt tiure 
28 e . | * 
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"x their ſons came home they would bring thera 
to Belville-pairk. | 
The fondneſs and affection 3 0 1 
met with from our parents was ſo great, that 
© we ſhould have been ungrateful, had we not 
© been properly ſenſible of it: we were both 
© entirety ſo, and had Auguſtus been with us, 
* weſhould have been perfectly happy; but as 
s that could not be, we ſtil] wanted ſomething. 
* Two months paſſed without any thing ma- 
© terial happening, except having in that time » 
s ſeveral letters ſrom Grenville, He wrote 
« conſtantly to my father, and always men- 
c tioned Louiſa and me with the utmoſt affec- 
tion. He talked with the greateſt pleaſure of 
© the time that ſhould bring him to ſee us. 
This correſpondence was a material conſolan - 
© tion to us, and by degrees we grew ſerene 
c and happy. As the winter ſeaſon approached, | 
© we propoſed to go to London, where the Earl 
£ and Counteſs then were. As ſoon as we = 
© pained the metropolis, we ſought thoſe be- 
«loved friends, and were. received by them 
£ with the utmoſt pleaſure, Here another tran- K 
© quil ſix months paſſed, at the expiration. af | 
* which time we were all rejoiced by a letter 9 
from Auguſtus, which contained the plea- | 
© ſing intelligence that he ſhould have the 
= happineſs of ſeoing us ſome time in the en- 
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© veyed to our hearts was not to be deſcribeds 
The Earl had a letter by the ſame poſt from 
< his ſons* tutor: Mr. Frankly informed him, 


© Lord William was rather gay, but that he 
© made a good progreſs in his ſtudies; that he 


il feared the Company he was engaged in was 


not the moſt eligible; but he hoped time and 


"T0 proper repreſentation would wean him from 
any miftaken courſes. As to Mr. Grenville; 


© the-prudence and propriety of his conduct 
© was ſuch, that he had gained the efteem and 

© admiration of every good man in the univers 
© fity ; that he ſpent his whole time in applica- 


tion, and the improvement he had made was 


« incredible; he had ſeveral times, to his know - 


Sledge, aſifted Lord William with money, as 


he was the moſt generous of men. He con- 
<cluded with congratulating the Earl and 


© Counteſs on a ſon, who promiſed to be one 


of the greateſt and beſt men this kingdom 
ever produced. The contents of this lettet 
< gave the utmoſt delight to my father, who 
Twas paſſionately fond of Auguſtus. At the 
© appointed time he came: our meeting was 
«delightful; he over and over embraced us; 
as did Lord William, who appeared hap- 
© py/to- fee us. Lord and Lady Bromfield 
© behaved to him with the ſame tenderneſs, 
the ſame fond indulgence they did to Au- 


755 5 5 The young * expreſſed 
- 7 their 
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© their ſurptize to ſee how much Louiſa and I 
were growr. We were both near as tall as we 
are now. Upon my word, Ladies,” ſaid 
Lord William, (as ſoon as our joy at meeting 
was over) e you are two of the lovelieſt girls 
I ever beheldy à man needs a large ſtock of 
© philoſophy to look on your beauty without 
< emotion.” They have both beautiful minds, 
my Lord, . (anſwered my father) and thoſe 
« pretty faces are but ſecondary conſiderations.” 
In the eyes of us young fellows they are the 
« firſt, (anſwered my Lord) and for. perſonal 
<.perfetions, theſe fair ones may challenge the 
©, whole world,” And for intellectual facul- 
© ties too, (anſwered Auguſtus) If my chil- 
© dren-were to be made vain, young gentlemen, 
<.(replied Mr. Somners) your commendations 
_ © would make them ſo; for they highly eſteem 
© you both. Much more politeneſs paſſed from 
Lord William. Auguſtus did not ſaya great 
deal, but he looked more. His intelligent 
eyes viewed us with tranſport, and expreſſed 
© the inward. approbation of his ſoul, He whiſ- 
_ © pered me he wiſhed-to-ſpeak with us alohe. 
We told him to follow us into tlie muſick 
< parlour. He did ſo, and we enjoyed the moſt 
< delightful converſation together imaginable; 
our hearts: loved each other with the tendereſt, 
the pureſt affection, free from any ſenſations 
the leaſt diſagreeable. He . if we had 
11 deen 


* : 
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e been much in public? We told him, no 
Ah (ſaid he) thoſi beautiful · perſons you 
< both poſſeſs, will make you the admiration 


Vol every wan who ſees you, and you will 


ceaſe to love me e do now? We aſſured 
© him nothing make any alteration in 


our — and he was — 


AI eight months had altered us, in his eyes, 


Abos che Bete it had him fall zs much in 
ours. He was grown, if poſſible, handſom- 


© er ; he had loſt. that appearance of extreme 


; * youth he before poſſeſſed, and was now an 


elegant young mant The doing his hair the 


_ © faſhionable way, infinitely 'betame his lovely 


© countenance, and he appeared an abſolute 
Adonis. As the ſpring was far advanced, m 


my 
father propoſed to go to Belville-Park ; no 


© objetion was made by any of us, and thither 
we went. Here our time paſſed in à ſeries of 
8. and well choſen amuſements; Lord 


« William and Auguſtus doing every thing in 


4 their fewer to malte our mn 


able. 

5 „ Phe Fache af ee has — 
© the Park, and hearing. Lady Bromfield was 
chere, ſent ward ine would wait on her: ac- 
* cordingly ſhe came; The meeting between 


„ber and the Counteſs was very affectionate. 


Lord William and Mr. Grenville were in- | 
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⁊ chat her ſon was not. in England, to ſhare the 
x * pleaſure of their acquaintance. She politely 
© invited Mr. and Mrs. Somners to her houſe, 

T as ſhe did my father. Louiſa and me ſhe was 
4 extremely pleaſed with, and ſaid ſhe ſhould | 
© be happy to introduce us at court. My fa- 
© ther and Mr. Somners thanked her; but ſaid 
© they, did not wiſh their children acquainted 
< with courts; to ſce them happy in private 
„life, was flea ambition. The Dutcheſs gen 
< teelly obſerved, had they choſe to do her that 
© * honour, ſhe ſhould. have preſented two orna- 
ments that no court in Europe could equal. 
«© Mr. Grenville rejoiced that Sir Edward did 
© not accept this offer; and we were. far from 
< ſorry. At taking her . leave, ſhe. again ſepa- 
| 4 rately invited us, and we promiſed to return 
6 her viſit ſpeedily. When the Dutcheſs was 
gone, the Counteſs gave her the excellent 
character of having been the beſt wife in the 
< world to the. late Duke, who Was a man of 
© very good principles; ; the ſaid the knew but 
little of her ſon, but heard he was an ac- 
"5 compliſhed nobleman, . "7 
nt, Soon after the Dutchels's 8 ite G55 Will 
0 liam propoſed. a Maſquerade in the Park; as 
c my father was determined. to make their ſtay 
with us as agreeable as he could, he imme- 

0 diately conſented, and preparations were made. 

NN and 1 1 te inform Mr. Gren- 

For. II. M ville 
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ville what our dreſſes would be, that he might 


© not miſtake us. As the company expected 


< was very large, the great hall was prepared 


for us to dance in, and a band of muſick pro- 


z perly diſpoſed in the park. Around the trees 
£ were hung feſtoons of lamps that made it as 


rilliant as day. It was in the beginning of 


0 « Tubs and the weather very warm. We fix- 


© ed on an evening when the moon was at full, 


© and the brightneſs of that beautiful planet 
© caſt the moſt delightful ſhade upon our deco- 


© rations imaginable. We had hung large 


'© wreaths of flowers about the trees in different 
_ © parts, which had a pleaſing effect. In the 


© midſt of the Park was built a kind of am- 


4 phitheatre, ornamented in the moſt elegant 
manner: my father had ſpared no expence to 
© make it compleat ; and the taſte of Mr. Gren- 
ville aſſiſted in finiſhing it. Louiſa appeared 
as Flora; her dreſs was white muſlin made 
© cloſe to the body, and ornamented with 


« wreaths of artificial flowers which were twined 


s all round her arms down to the wriſt : ſhe 


0 held a baſket in her hand of the fineſt flowers 


- © that could be collected; the wore a ſmall 


chip hat on her head, from which hung care- 


_ © leſsly* two long te of flowers; - the 


« delicacy of her figure gave you a juſt idea of 


the goddeſs, and ſhe looked charmingly. i 
SY L would have wore the habit of a nun, but Mr. 


Ten» 


SS 
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© Grenville begged I would accept that of an 


© Eaſtern Princeſs, which he had procured for 


© me. To oblige him, I did. It was very 
elegant, the petticoats ſilver tiſſue, from all 


_ © parts of which ſmall taſſels of ſpangles de- 


< pended that gave a great richneſs to it. The 
robe was of fine muſlin, worked in pretty ſil- 
ver ſprigs, and made cloſe to the waiſt, and 
© to the wriſt, like Louiſa's; the train was 
© extremely long, and faſtened up on one fide 


© with a large diamond claſp, the other flowing 


© redundant in the wind. My hair, as is the 


© cuſtom of warm countries, tied with a white 


ribben, and hung carleſsly down my back; 
© row of diamond pins were placed in the 
«* form of a creſcent in the front of my hair; 
© a large veil of ſpangled gauze that hung from 
© my head a length upon the ground, and 4 
_ © ſmall helmet of white feathers compleated 
© the dreſs, which was univerſally admired, and 
© worn with pleaſure by me, as it was a ſatis- 
© faction to Auguſtus who had taken the trou- 


© ble to provide it. He appeared himſelf in 


| _ © the character of Apollo, and looked and 

© moved the blooming god. Lord William as 
© an Indian Chief. The Earl as a Friar. + The 
© Counteſs, a Brickduſt Woman. Mr. Som- 
„ners as a Quaker. Mrs. Somners, a Shep- 
© herdeſs. And my —— after much perſua- 


ſion, a Druid. l 
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n Ho make the entertainment more agreeable, 
< we had determined not to inform each other 


of our, habits and I believe we were all 
© ſtrangers to each other's characters, except 


Mr. Grenville, Louiſa, and L---When we 
© retired to dreſs, we conſented to meet him in 
< a particular. ſpot in the park, where we ac- 
© cordingly went. As ſoon as he ſaw us he 


© exclaimed, you ſurpaſs: yourſelf, Adeline, 
in this habit.“ He begged us to pull off our 


< maſks:: we did, and he payed us many fine 
compliments on our beauty. We then joined 
the company in the park, which was very 


_ © large, and in a variety of elegant dreſſes. I 
walked between Louiſa and Mr. Grenville: 


© the brilliancy of my habit, engaged the obſer- 
vation of every perſon we met. We were 
© followed by a Druid: Who ſhall dare ap- 


© proach, (ſaid he) that 'beauteous fair-one, 


U 


© who is guarded by divinity: on both ſides-?** 


„ little thought this ſage was my father, 


which I diſcovered afterwards; Louiſa was 


© ſoon taken from us by the Indian chief, and 


© I was uneaſy for her, till, by his voice, I 
found it was Lord William. Mr, Grenville” 


© never ſtirred from me the whole evening; and 
« may juſtly ſay I never paſſed a more agreea- 
© ble one. He often mentioned his ſorrow for 


© the approaching time of his going again to 


b Oxford, as he was nevera moment eaſy out of 


1 8 _* my 
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e my company : entreated me to inform him 


6 the firſt inſtant I found my heart prejudiced 
in favour of any man, as the happineſs of his 


© life depended on it. I aſſured him he might | 


© depend on my doing every thing in my power 
© to make him happy; and that he ſhould be 
© informed of every emotion of my heart, as 
© ſoon as I knew it myſelf. He thanked me, 
and we again joined the croud. We foon af- 
© ter retired into the houſe, where we found an 
t elegant ſupper ready; after which we got to 
c dancing, and did not ſeparate till four o*clock | 
© in the morning. Both Louifa and I were 
© heartily tired, and glad to retire to reft, 
© Thus paſfed this ſhort month that Lord 
William and his brother ſpent with us, in all 
« ſorts of amufements they could invent. We 
© returned the Dutchefs's viſit, and were gen- 
© teely received by her. She expreſſed the 
© greateſt defire of an intimacy with Mrs. Som- 
© ners, Louiſa, and me; ſaid the ſhould al- 
c ways rejoice to fee us; and hoped we would 


© cultivate, as much as s poſible, the acquaint- 


© ance. 
© Mrs. Somners, who was very much pleaſed 
© with her Grace, told her, ſhe would con- 
© tinue to viſit her, when the Counteſs returned 
©to Grenville-abbey, as ſhe rad honoured her 
be « with an invitation. 
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Thus were things ſituated when the young 
« gentlemen. returned to the univerſity. Our 
« parting with Auguſtus was not quite ſo bad 
6 as the former ; for healleviated our concerns, 
« by declaring he would not: be abſent more - 
than ſix monts. 
At the particular deſire * my "Ron Lord 
© and Lady Bromfield conſented to ſpend. the 
LF ſummer with us, to the great joy of the 
« Dutcheſs, who was really very much attach · 
< ed to the Counteſs. We paſſed a great deal 
« of time with her Grace, after the departure of 
« Lord William and Mr. Grenville. She was 
« 2 charming woman, and endeavoured, by 
© every method in her power, to make her com- 
« pany agreeable to young people. She effectu · 


Aally ſucceeded, for both Louiſa and a 


had the utmoſt eſteem for her. 
About three months after the Earl's ſons 
« returned. to Oxford, the Duke came home £ 
her Grace gave a ball on the occaſion, to 
& which we were invited. . Louiſa and myſelf, 
« by my father's deſire, had new dreſſes, which 
were very elegant. The evening came, and 
ve repaired to the Duke's houſe: his mother 
< introduced us to him as perſons the very much 
« eſteemed. , He received us with great polite- 


8 neſs, and led us ta the upper end of the room. 


| 11 was a good deal confuſed, when I found he 
meant to open the ball with me : I could not 
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© refuſe, and we danced the firſt minuet toge 5 
ther. As he led me to my ſeat; he begged 1 
© would honour him with my hand the reſt of 


c the evening. I told him I was obliged to A 


him, tho? in reality I had much. rather been 
c excuſed, Louiſa danced with a foreign no- 
5. bleman, who was as aſſiduous to her as his 
Grace was to me. The Dutcheſs complis 
mented me on the conqueſt I had made. l 
« ſce my ſon is entirely captivated with you; 
( ſaid ſhe) indeed I expected no other, I am 
£ quite happy he has brought his heart to be- 
_ © ftow on one of his fair country-women. 
This night he has given it you; I can ſee 
that plainly, Miſs Belville.” | If your 
© Grace means to raiſe my vanity, you will not 
< ſucceed, (replied I). I ſhould be ſorry if 
* what you fay was true.” Do not tell me 
"© ſo, my dear; (anſwered the Dutcheſs) but 
& your delicacy may not like to be rallied" on 


s this head.” Before I could reply, the Duke 


joined us: What is your ſubject, ladies?“ 
„ Why, my Lord, (anſwered his mother) 1 
have been telling Miſs Belville ſhe is the 
Rn hand ſomeſt woman in the room, and fhe. is 
1 angry at it.” „ Your Grace ſhould have 
« ſaid in the whole world; (replied he) for 1 
c never before beheld ſo complent a beauty; and 
© have been over greateſt part of the known 
omg ” © Your Grace is worſe than "oP 
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* mother, cried I, and if you pleaſe we will 

join the dancers.” He inſtantly took my 
© hand and led me to the top of the room, and 

© continued particularly affiduous and attentive 

© the remainder of the evening. We had a ſu- 
_ © perb entertainment, after which we returned 
to the park. The Duke at parting, ſaid he 
© would do himfelf the honour; of calling on 
© me the next day. I told him 1 was obliged 
to him. 
- © I faid little all the way home; the Coun- 
© teſs obſerved, the Duke was an elegant man: 
was ſilent. . What do you think of him, 
© Miſs Belville; is he not handſome?” 1 do 
© not think he is, madam.” You are not 
© orateful then; he thinks you very beautiful.” 
© I madeno reply to this fpeech, and we reached 
< the park without any more being faid about 
him. | 
Louiſa and I went directly to our dreſſing- 

< room: I threw myſelf on a ſopha, and ſighed, 
« What is the matter, Adeline? (faid my 
© friend) are you not well?” Very well, 


_ © Louiſa, but out of ſpirits.” „What! when : | 


© you have made ſo material a conqueſt! 1 Fye, 

' © my dear, you m̃ay be a Dutchefs if you pleaſe. * 
C I have no ambition, Louiſa; but why do you 
. imagine I have made a conqueſt of the Duke? “ 
« It was evident (replied ſhe) to the whole 
room mm he was greatly ſtruck with you: I 
«© 3 heard 


* 
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t heard more than one perſon obſerye Te and 
declare they did not wonder at it, for on 
was the moſt beautiful girl they ever hac 
| q ſeen,” <6 Nay, do not you flatter. too, Louiſa p + 
| « if this ſhould really be the caſe, I am very 
< ſorry! for it, inſtead. of being glad; tho 
Duke may be a worthy man, but I do not 
© like him: beſides, Lam far to young too thiule 
d of lovers; but juſt ſixteen!- any body would - 
laugh to hear us talking ſo ſeriouſly of making 
« conqueſts.” + Your. age does not ſignify, 
© Adeline; the Duke will certainly make 
you an offer, and as certainly you. - muſt 
< accept him.“ Thus did ſhe talle, and find- 
„ing ſhe would not ſay what I wiſhed her, 
© complained of being ons and Wr a | 
© the converſation-. 
Soon after breakfaſt the next day the Duke 
© eas! as I knew he was to call, I was obliged, 
1 


to go down. He was very polite, enquired 

particularly about me, and was ſo violently 
| © attentive, I wiſhed him gone. 1 Ihe N 
| Thus paſſed'fhree months more, nis grace e 
| c ſeeking by every way he could think of to . 
gain my affections, but in vain; I regarded 
| him only as an acquaintance; there was 
| © © ſomething in his manner diſagreeable to me, 
| nor did any nethod he took to pleaſe me have 

© © the deſired effect. As he had not publickly 

owned his N he had nobody that di- 

0 OW 


* 
© proceed , my 
took a copy of the letter, the contents of 
which were theſe.—[The Letter here . 
tuded to, begins Vol. . 


unn for lation, read recolle@iony | 
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Trectly pleaded for him, but they all appeared 


= 


© ready to engage in his favour on a proper op- 
Portunity; even Louiſa ſeemed to think I 


Vas too much prejudiced againſt him. Thus 


were we ſituated, when the Earl one day re- 
* ceived a letter from Oxford as we were ſetting 
< at dinner, which appeared to diſcompoſe him. 


rſelf, .my dear, ) our 
are well.“ « Thank God, (ſaid ſhey 


| attention,” 1 


3 j : 
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121 $4 L 52, for love, read loſe, EPA 
© n= 150, L 22, for conjeQuring, read conjeQures, 


— 50, L214, for I, read they. ö ; 
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x 160, 1, 8, for charge, read 
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